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MR.  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT. 


Col.  Roosevelt's  Candidature. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

The  nomination  of  Theodore  Roosevelt  "for 
Governor"  will  mark  the  lowest  depth  of  political 
degradation  that  the  United  States  have  thus  far 
reached.  Roosevelt,  when  a  young  man,  tried  as 
a  legislator  to  vindicate  his  importance  by  making 
himself  conspicuous.  Then  he  associated  with  "cow- 
boys" in  order  to  acquire  popularity  with  the  rabble 
of  the  West.  As  a  Police  Commissioner  he  advo- 
cated the  theory  that  true  courage  derives  its  surest 
inspiration  from  the  sight  of  blood,  and  frequented 
all  the  prize  fights. 

As  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  he  did  all  in 
his  power  to  force  his  country  into  an  iniquitous 
war,  in  the  hope  of  gaining  some  cheap  military 
glory  with  which  to  dazzle  the  vulgar  mind.  As  a 
soldier  he  ordered  a  charge  of  dismounted  cavalry, 
armed  only  with  pistols,  upon  well-defended  in- 
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trenchments,  an  act  which  would  have  caused  him 
to  be  shot  in  any  army  with  the  slightest  pretension 
to  military  science.  As  an  officer  he  inspired  a 
letter  written  by  generals  in  face  of  the  enemy, 
"asking  to  be  taken  home." 

As  a  politician  his  speeches  show  what  efforts  he 
has  made  to  flatter  the  credulous  masses  by  appeal- 
ing to  their  vanity. 

Such  is  the  man  who  seeks  minor  political  honors 
before  starting  for  the  one  coveted  goal. 

O  fatal  Presidential  seat !  Why  did  a  people  as 
"unstable"  1  as  Americans  struggle  to  separate  them- 
selves from  their  natural  ruler,  an  insane  king?  It 
was  done  in  the  infancy  of  the  nation,  and  one  can 
find  a  reason  in  Goethe's  dictum,  "Youth  is  drunk- 
enness without  wine."  Nomad. 

St.  Malo,  September  26,  1898. 

The  New  York  Sun  of  October  24,  1898,  copied 
the  greater  part  of  this  letter  under  this  heading : 

"One  of  the  finest  of  the  wandering  American  fools  who  il- 
luminate the  columns  of  Mr.  James  Gordon  Bennett's  Paris  edition 
of  the  New  York  Herald  furnishes  his  opinion  of  Theodore  Roose- 
velt's career  and  character." 

The  Sun,  with  its  usual  sense  of  fairness,  stopped, 
however,  at  that  sentence  that  alludes  to  Mr.  Roose- 

1  Genesis,  XLIX,  4. 
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velt's  Presidential  aspirations,  which  subsequent 
events  have  done  so  much  to  confirm.2 

The  Evening  Post  of  November  9,  1898,  speak- 
ing of  Quay's  victory  in  Pennsylvania,  adds: 
"Pennsylvania  thus  touches  the  lowest  depth  of 
political  degradation  ever  reached  by  a  state  in  the 
Union." 

Which  proves  that  the  Evening  Post  reads  the 
Sun,  even  if  it  does  not  admit  the  fact. 


Col.  Roosevelt's  Candidacy. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Colonel  Roosevelt's  course  in  regard  to  his  taxes 
is  naturally  a  revelation. 

But  it  is  just  to  say  that  in  the  city  of  New  York 
a  "personal  tax"  of  some  2.1  per  cent.,  when  a 
revenue  of  3.25  per  cent,  is  all  that  cz.n  be  obtained 
from  taxable  standard  securities,  is,  after  all,  a  prac- 
tical confiscation  and  only  another  form  of  the 
misgovernment,  or  rather  the  want  of  government 
almost  amounting  to  chaos,  which  prevails  in  the 
United  States. 

Colonel  Roosevelt  has  set  himself  up  as  a  teacher 

2  Le  temps  est  pere  de  verite. — Rabelais,  Pantagruel,  Liv.  Ill, 
chap.  11. 
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of  "the  highest  kind  of  citizenship,"  3  but  his  views 
in  relation  to  his  civic  obligations,  if  practiced  by 
all,  would  cause  great  confusion  in  the  finances  of 
the  state,  and  can  hardly  be  considered  as  another 
qualification  for  the  office  of  governor.  Yet,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  much  condemned  action  of 
the  War  Department,  they  may  be  said  to  furnish 
additional  proof,  if  it  were  needed,  of  how  little 
there  is  of  substance  or  truth  in  what  is  called  Amer- 
ican patriotism.4    Therefore,  "ubi  bene,  ibi  patria,"  5 

Nomad. 

St.  Malo,  September  28,  1898. 


Critic  of  Governor  Roosevelt. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Governor  Roosevelt  has  called  for  May  226.  an 
extra  session  of  the  legislature  in  order  to  amend  a 
measure  which  by  two  special  messages  he  himself 
forced  through  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  which 
ended  on  April  28th  only. 

The  measure  was  so  crude  and  communistic  that 

3  On  a  beau  faire,  la  verite  s'  echappe  et  perce  toujours  les 
tenebres  qui  l'environnent. — Montesquieu,  Lettres  Persanes, 
XXXV. 

4Paucis  judicium  aut  rei  publica;  amor. — Tacitus,  Hist.  I, 

12. 

5  Jean-Jacques  Rousseau,  Emile,  Livre  IV. 

La  patrie  est  011  l'on  est  heureux. — Voltaire,  Siecle  Louis  XIV. 

4 


MR.  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 


it  threatened  property  to  the  extent  of  $200,000,000 
with  almost  immediate  confiscation.  When  will 
foreign  investors  realize  how  common  it  is  in  Amer- 
ica to  elect  to  office  a  demagogue  who,  thinking 
himself  a  "statesman,"  is,  after  all,  only  a  bull  in  a 
china  shop  ?  6  Querist. 
Paris,  May,  1899. 

Waning  Freedom  in  America. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Governor  Roosevelt,  in  spite  of  what  Senator 
Piatt  called  his  "demagogic"  legislation,  has  been 
made  a  "Doctor  of  Laws"  by  Columbia  University. 
The  venerable  institution  has  also  permitted  the 
building  of  a  gate  in  honor  of  the  Santiago  cam- 
paign. A  campaign  which,  in  view  of  the  skill  on 
one  side  and  the  vigor  on  the  other,  may  be  com- 
pared to  an  attack  of  tramps  upon  a  graveyard.7 

It  is  one  of  the  many  signs  of  waning  freedom  in 
America  that  even  its  educational  centres  are  being 
led  to  vie  in  sensationalism  with  the  "yellow  jour- 
nals." Observer. 

Paris,  June  20,  1899. 

8  Quoniam  nemo  eodem  tempore  assequi  potest  magnam 
famam  et  magnam  quietem. — Tacitus,  De  Oratoribus,  XLI. 

7  Vide — La  campagne  de  Santiago  en  1898,  par  le  Capitaine 
A.  Wester  de  l'etat -major  general  de  l'armee  suddoise. — "Le 
Temps,"  le  17  mars,  1903. 
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Presidential  Arrangements. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

The  Herald  states  that  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  willing 
to  permit  Mr.  McKinley's  re-election  as  President 
in  1900,  and  that  Mr.  McKinley  will  kindly  consent 
to  Mr.  Roosevelt's  election  to  the  same  office  in 
1904.  Has  Mr.  Roosevelt  selected  his  successor 
for  1912,  or  will  he  decide  to  "hold  over"?  8 

The  Agricultural  Department's  report  shows  that 
the  number  of  sheep  in  the  United  States  has  dimin- 
ished ;  but  such  amiable  political  arrangements 
prove  that,  according  to  the  last  census,  there  are 
at  least  70,000,000.  A  Voter. 

Paris,  July  2,  1899. 


The  American  Hampden. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

In  view  of  the  honors  showered  upon  Mr.  Roose- 
velt, it  is  strange  that  he  has  not  been  named  the- 
American  rival  of  John  Hampden,  for  he  is  the  only 
known  citizen  of  the  United  States  who,  by  legal 

8  Gratias  egit  diis  immortalibus,  quod  ille  vir  in  hac  republica 
potissimum  natus  esset:  necesse  enim  fuisse,  ibi  esse  terrarum 
imperium,  ubi  ille  esset. — Cicero,  Oratio  pro  Murena,  75. 
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process,  has  forced  the  authorities  to  let  him  pay 
his  taxes.9 

With  a  slight  change  of  wording  one  can  say  of 
him,  as  Cervantes  said  of  Don  Quixote:  "Before 
attempting  to  tax  others  he.  had  learned  to  tax  him- 
self." A  Stockholder. 

Paris,  August  21,  1899. 


He  Wants  to  Know,  You  Know. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Governor  Roosevelt,  with  his  usual  typewriting 
machine  fluency,  and  speaking  in  a  Republican  city 
"that  casts  80,000  fraudulent  votes,"  has  announced 
that  a  defeat  of  the  Republican  ticket  will  be  a 
"moral  disgrace."!0 

The  gentleman  should  follow  Dr.  Johnson's  ad- 
vice :  "Clear  your  mind  of  cant."  11 

In  view  of  broken  Porto  Rican  tariff  promises 
and  "sworn  off"  taxes,  and  with  "166  schools  of 
theology  in  the  United  States,"  religious  America 
ought  to  have  some  difficulty  to  explain  why  the 

0  Toute  action  est  propre  a  nous  faire  connaitre. — Montaigne, 
Liv.  I. 

En  rapprochant  ainsi  di verses  actions  d'un  homme  on  parvient 
a  penetrer  dans  les  replis  de  son  cceur. — Memoires  de  Beaumar- 
chais. 

10  Take  physic,  pomp. — King  Lear,  Act  III,  Sc.  4. 

11  BoswelPs  Life  of  Johnson. 
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country  should  elect  Messrs.  McKinley  and  Roose- 
velt as  the  exponents  of  its  truth  and  citizenship.1- 

Querist. 

Paris,  June  24,  1900. 


Refused  by  the  Evening  Post  of  New  York  City. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

The  Evening  Post,  in  a  recent  article,  affirms 
that  Mr.  Roosevelt  tries  to  silence  his  opponents  by 
the  mere  force  of  asseveration,  forgetting  that  no 
other  Governor,  since  Sancho  Panza,  has  done  so 
much  to  instruct  his  ignorant  but  docile  people  upon 
every  known  subject  save  that  of  "wire-pulling" 
for  the  next  Presidency.  It  would  be  gratifying  to 
hear  the  statesman  preach  on  Archbishop  Whately's 
proposed  text :  "Hang  the  law  and  the  prophets !" 

But  reflection  leads  one  to  compare  the  political 
feverishness  of  our  peripatetic  warrior  with  the  calm 
return  to  ordinary  duty  of  the  defender  of  Mafe- 
king,  and  one  insensibly  quotes  the  phrase :  "Words, 
these  be  women ;  deeds,  these  alone  be  men."  13 

Observer. 

Paris,  July,  1900. 

17 II  me  plait  de  voir  combien  il  y  a  de  lachete  et  de  pusillani- 
mite  en  1' ambition. —Montaigne. 

13  Feminis  lugere  honestum  est,  viris  meminisse. — Tacitus, 
De  Germania,  XXVII. 
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Refused  by  the  Herald. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  a  short  time  before  Mr.  McKin- 
ley's  death,  said  at  a  public  meeting  in  Chicago,  in 
what  may  be  called  an  ante-Czolgosz  speech : 
"The  trouble  with  the  Spanish  war  was,  that  there 
was  not  war  enough  to  go  round."  14 

It  is  possible  that  some  of  those  who  share  Mr. 
Roosevelt's  lingering  regrets  may  not  have  read  the 
description  of  Sedan  given  by  the  London  Times: 
"Let  your  readers  fancy  masses  of  colored  rags 
glued  together  with  blood  and  brains,  and  pinned 
into  strange  shapes  by  fragments  of  bones.  Let  them 
conceive  men's  bodies  without  heads,  legs  without 
bodies,  heaps  of  human  entrails  attached  to  red  and 
blue  cloth,  and  disembowelled  corpses  in  uniform, 
bodies  lying  about  in  all  attitudes,  and  skulls  shat- 
tered, faces  blown  off,  hips  smashed,  bones,  flesh, 
and  gay  clothing  all  pounded  together  as  if  brayed 
in  a  mortar,  extending  for  miles,  not  very  thick  in 
any  one  place,  but  recurring  perpetually  for  weary 
hours ;  and  then  they  cannot,  with  the  most  vivid 
imagination,  come  up  to  the  sickening  reality  of 
that  butchery."  An  Internationalist. 

Paris,  December  15,  1901. 

14  Pigrum  quin  immo  et  iners  videtur  sudore  acquirere  quod 
possis  sanguine  parare. — Tacitus,  De  Germania,  XIV. 
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Concerning  the  Damnation  of  Infants. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

How  exhilarating  to  have  Mr.  Roosevelt  as 
President!  Under  Mr.  Cleveland,  the  best  of 
Democrats  had  to  say:  "O,  that  this  too  too  solid 
flesh  would  melt,"  etc. ; 15  but  Mr.  Roosevelt  is 
always  "fresh." 

Papers  report  he  is  going  to  the  Presbyterian 
Centennial  to  settle  the  question  of  the  Damna- 
tion of  Infants.16 

If  the  Herald  would  start  a  subscription  all  would 
join,  for  a  good  big  cheque  would  persuade  the  par- 
sons to  save  the  little  ones. 

Realizing  that  it  has  taken  300  years  and  trav- 
elling sixty  miles  a  second,  for  the  light  of  the 
"new"  star  in  Perseus  to  reach  the  earth,  it  would 
appear  that  there  are  some  matters  President 
Roosevelt  and  the  Dominies  could  safely  allow  the 
Almighty  to  arrange.  "Commentator." 

Paris,  May  23. 

A  Little  Story  by  "  Nomad." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

The  Matin  asserts  that  the  King  of  England 
has  intimated  in  regard  to  the  new  fiscal  policy  that 

15  Hamlet,  Act  I,  Sc.  2. 

16  Postquam  ad  providentiam  sapientiamque  flexit,  nemo 
risui  temperare. — Tacitus,  Ann.  XIII,  3. 
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"he  does  not  wish  to  have  any  of  his  people  starve, 
and  that  the  lot  of  the  poor  is  hard  enough  already." 
Since  Henri  IV.  with  his  "bottle  of  wine  and  a 
chicken  in  the  pot"  there  has  been  no  such  fine  ex- 
pression of  true  bonhomie.  Lucky  England !  And 
what  a  fall  from  this  manly  sympathy  to  the  "intel- 
lectual activity"  of  which  the  London  Times  speaks, 
and  which  reminds  one  of  the  man  who  had  liver 
complaint,  took  "liver  invigorating"  medicine,  then 
died ;  but  the  medicine  stimulated  the  liver  so  much 
that  two  years  after  the  man's  death  they  had  to 
beat  it  down  with  sticks  to  make  it  stay  in  the  grave. 
Paris,  September  24,  1903.  "NOMAD." 


Rooseveltiana. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Sir, — I  translate  the  following  from  the  well- 
known  French  journal,  Le  Fumiste.  The  French 
paper,  in  its  turn,  claims  to  have  taken  the  article 
from  an  American  newspaper.  Can  you  tell  me 
from  which  one?  X. 

Paris,  December  3. 

ROOSEVELTIANA, 
Or  the  History  of  the  United  States  since  Septem- 
ber, 1 90 1 — Leaves  from  a  Mislaid  Diary. 
September,  1901.  .  .  .  At  last  I  am  President. 
11 
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Of  course,  some  long-headed  but  over-frank  clergy- 
man will  assert :  "God  took  away  a  good  man  to  put 
a  better  one  in  his  place."  But  when  sneering  poli- 
ticians said  of  me  last  March :  "He  is  on  the  side  of 
the  Presidential  chair  that  has  no  seat,"  I  remem- 
bered my  Macbeth :  The  greatest  is  behind.17 

October,  1901.  .  .  .  While  still  keeping  my 
promise  to  carry  out  Mr.  McKinley's  policy,  am 
enjoying  the  repose  of  the  White  House.  When 
Governor  had  to  travel  down  to  New  York  every 
Sunday  to  take  lessons  in  wire-pulling  from  a  crusty 
old  political  incubus.  Yet  the  Evening  Post  says, 
"Piatt  has  never  done  anything."  Why,  he  nearly 
succeeded  in  shutting  me  up  in  that  disreputable 
chamber  where  I  could  only  talk  to  those  who  "have 
their  ears  set  in  the  palms  of  their  hands."  18 

December,  1901.  .  .  .  Went  to  New  York  to 
Chamber  of  Commerce  dinner.  How  fine  feathers 
make  fine  birds !  When  Governor  my  eloquence 
was  styled  type-writing  machine  fluency;  now  it  is 
revered  wisdom.  At  this  rate  the  sensible  phrase 
in  a  recent  London  Daily  Mail  that  I  am  "America's 
uncrowned  King"  may  be  prophetic. 

July,  1902.  .  .  .  My  position  as  to  the  "Trusts" 
is  misunderstood.    I  knew  perfectly  well  all  about 

17  Act  I,  Sc.  3. 

18  Christopher  North,  Noctes  Ambrosianae. 
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the  "Trusts"  long  before  my  election — their  origin, 
scope  and  purpose — but  said  nothing.  I  only  wish 
to  destroy  one  "Trust,"  and  that  is  the  mistaken  one 
on  the  silver  dollar.  It  should  read  "We  Trust  in 
Teddy." 

October,  1902.  ...  So  Tom  Reed  is  dead ! 
What  a  flare  he  had  for  genius.  He  said  I  was 
"America's  greatest  living  thinker."  As  regards 
bulk,  Tom  would  have  rilled  the  Presidential  chair 
better  than  I  do ;  but  as  my  Vice-President  it  would 
have  been  Mrs.  Jellyby's  ideal  union  of  "mind  and 
matter." 

December,  1902.  .  .  .  Have  written  a  preface  for 
a  book.  Am  tired  of  being  compared  with  the 
German  Emperor.  Prefer  Augustus  of  Saxony, 
named  by  Carlyle  "the  physically  strong,"  and  yet 
he  was  father  of  only  "178  children." 

Aux  calendes  Grecques.  .  .  .  Have  a  pain  in  my 
face.  But  doctor  tells  me  that  every  human  cheek 
has  six  muscles,  now  dormant,  but  which  once 
served  to  wag  the  ears,  and  that  excessive  verbosity 
irritates  these  muscles  and  causes  suffering  for 
everybody. 

Rest  of  Diary  lost. 
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The  "  Daily  Mail's  "  Temerity. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Does  French  law  forbid  you  to  discuss  the  acts 
of  foreign  rulers?  If  not,  why  do  you  allow  the 
Daily  Mail  to  inform  the  world  that  Mr.  Roosevelt 
has  "faked"  great  portions  of  his  Presidential 
Message — a  scandal  equal  to  that  of  his  shirking 
taxes  in  1898.  You  know  well  that  the  London 
Times  has  charged  Mr.  Roosevelt  with  pandering 
to  "Labor,"  in  order  to  get  votes ;  that  the  Morning 
Post  has  accused  him  of  making  war  on  capital  for 
the  same  purpose ;  and  that  the  New  York  Com- 
mercial states  that  he  has  "to  luncheon  strike  lead- 
ers— organizers  of  crime,  getting  free  passes  for 
them  over  the  railroads." 

Two  months  ago  your  columns  were  flooded  with 
advice  to  buy  American  stocks.  The  advice  was 
good;  but  how  do  you  expect  to  build  up  confi- 
dence when,  by  your  silence  as  to  matters  of  para- 
mount importance,  you  admit  that  the  system  of 
universal  wreckage  inaugurated  by  Mr.  Roosevelt 
may  last  until  the  end  of  his  "accidental  term?" 

"A  Friend." 

Paris,  December  10,  1903. 
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Because  They  Couldn't  Vote  Him  Out  of  the  Chair. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

A  wide  experience  proves  that  the  Herald  has 
less  "parti-pris"  than  any  journal  known;  it  comes 
nearest  to  the  fundamental  law :  "II  n'y  a  de  bon 
que  de  se  moquer  de  tout."  19  But,  despite  your 
sneer,  "Correspondent"  presents  the  fact  that,  until 
the  "Northern  Pacific  decision"  is  given,  all  invest- 
ors in  American  securities  must  feel  that  they  have 
their  money  shut  up  in  a  volcano.  The  President's 
personal  order — that  is,  without  consulting  his  Cab- 
inet— "to  defeat  well-laid  plans  for  the  capture  of 
the  world's  commerce"  virtually  put  a  torch  to  the 
whole  fabric  of  American  development.  And  if 
Americans  had  to  have  a  ruler  whose  activity  con- 
sists in  sitting  on  an  uncovered  barrel  of  gunpow- 
der, striking  matches,  why  did  they  rebel  against 
poor,  insane,  old  George  III.? 

Paris,  January  16.    "Un  CoULISSIER." 

The  Small  Investors  Were  the  Sufferers. 

Editor  Herald: 

Sir, — You  and  certain  admirers  have  talked  so 
much  lately  about  the  Herald's  "impartiality,"  "love 

19  Voltaire  a  d'Alembert,  Lettre  133. 

Ridiculum  acri 
Fortius  et  melius  magnas  plerumque  secat  res. 

— Horace,  Sat.  I,  10,  14-15. 
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of  facts,"  etc.,  that  if  Pontius  Pilate  had  asked  1,900 
years  later,  "What  is  truth  ?"  20  some  boy  with  his 
little  hatchet  would  probably  have  answered,  "What 
the  Herald  prints."  But  will  you  let  me  avail  myself 
of  the  "Northern  Pacific  decision"  to  comment  upon 
the  general  opinion  that  President  Roosevelt  and 
Wall  Street  are  natural  enemies,  and  for  cause. 
President  Roosevelt  has  not  only  not  injured  Wall 
Street,  but  the  "bear"  element  there,  or  Wall  Street 
"proper,"  has  gained  hundreds  of  millions  through 
Mr.  Roosevelt's  "lawless"  interference  with  eco- 
nomic conditions.  The  American  press  asserts  that 
the  Rockefeller  interest  alone  has  made  fabulous 
sums  by  "bearing"  stocks.  And  the  gigantic  losses 
of  the  last  year  have  fallen  upon  Wall  Street  "im- 
proper," or  the  great  masses  of  small  investors, 
who,  influenced  by  Mr.  Roosevelt's  promise  to  carry 
out  Mr.  McKinley's  policy,  believed  in  their  -Gaun- 
try's continued  and  progressive  prosperity.  Capi- 
talists are  angry  because  they,  feel  that  Mr.  Roose- 
velt has  given  them  a  "coup  de  Jarnac"  in  return 
for  their  pledge  to  sustain  the  business  fabric,  so 
disastrously  affected  when  Garfield  was  shot. 
With  the  cost  of  living  in  the  United  States  "higher 
to-day  than  for  twenty  years  back,"  Mr.  Roosevelt 
has  simply  succeeded  in  ruining  an  innocent  public, 
20  St.  John,  XIX,  38. 
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as  surely  as  if  he  had  used  the  almost  uncontrolled 
power  of  the  Presidency  to  attack  private  interests, 
such  as  savings  banks  and  life  insurance  com- 
panies. As  capitalists  work  for  their  own  pockets, 
and  as  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  admittedly  lending  his 
great  office  and  authority  to  re-election  purposes, 
one  can  now  say  with  the  woman  who  was  told  that 
her  husband  was  fighting  with  a  bear :  "Let  'em  go 
on ;  it's  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  me  which 
gets  licked." 

"Un  Coulissier." 

Paris,  le  1 6  mars. 

Is  This  a  Case  of  Sour  Grapes? 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

A  letter  in  your  paper  of  July  5,  1899,  said: 
"Has  Mr.  Roosevelt  selected  his  successor  for  1912, 
or  will  he  decide  to  'hold  over'  "  ?  President  Roose- 
velt's arbitrary  order  to  pay  out  of  the  United  States 
Treasury  pensions  to  all  Civil  War  veterans  over 
sixty-two  years  of  age  seems  to  answer  your  corre- 
spondent's doubt.  And  one  need  no  longer  express 
surprise  over  the  declaration  openly  made  of  late  in 
Paris  salons  by  an  American  with  high  diplomatic 
connections,  that  Mr.  Roosevelt  "intends  to  make 
himself  Emperor !"  O,  George  III.,  why  did  Amer- 
icans abandon  you  ? 

Paris,  March  21.  "AMERICUS/' 
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Quoting  From  the  "Morning  Post." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

The  Herald,  as  a  representative  in  Europe  of 
American  ideas,  should  no  longer  ignore  the  denun- 
ciation by  English  journals  of  President  Roosevelt's 
"attack  on  the  United  States  Treasury."  Even  the 
Morning  Post — firm  advocate  of  the  ideas  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  who  called  Mr.  Roosevelt  "that  great 
man" — says  of  the  "Pension  Decree" :  "Mr.  Roose- 
velt's complete  surrender  to  the  raiders  of  the  public 
Treasury  augments  one  of  the  greatest  and  most 
ignoble  scandals  of  American  public  life.  We 
should  have  expected  Mr.  Roosevelt  to  be  among 
the  first  to  protect  the  Treasury  against  the  spoilers. 
Instead  of  that  he  has  opened  wide  the  doors,  and 
invited  all  to  come  and  take  their  fill."  Owing  to 
the  almost  unlimited  power  of  the  President,  and  to 
the  fact  that  impeachment  is  a  difficult  and  uncer- 
tain means  of  control,  the  ability  of  the  individual  to 
protest  now  lies  only  in  a  resort  to  the  American 
press.  "An  American/' 

Paris,  March  24. 

Taking  the  Lid  Off. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Will  you  permit  a  reference  to  the  Morning  Post's 
article  on  the  "Northern  Pacific  Decision"  that :  "It 
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is  a  great  victory  for  President  Roosevelt  and  his 
Administration."  But  President  Roosevelt's  Pyrrhic 
victory  is  declared  by  Justice  White  to  be  "destruc- 
tive of  government,  of  human  liberty,  and  of  every 
principle  on  which  organized  society  depends."  And 
further,  the  Post  says :  "In  any  country  where  rea- 
son holds  sway  a  legislative  blunder  of  this  nature 
would  be  promptly  corrected."  One  is  unavoidably 
reminded  of  Mr.  Sidney  Webster's  comment  on  the 
Supreme  Court's  action  in  the  "Philippine  Case," 
"that  it  recalled  Lord  Mansfield's  famous  advice : 
Give  your  decisions,  never  your  reasons ;  your  decis- 
ions may  be  right,  your  reasons  are  sure  to  be 
wrong."  The  question  then  arises :  Is  Mr.  Roose- 
velt an  accident  or  a  type  ?  Formerly  in  the  United 
States  government  was  held  to  be  the  weapon  of 
common  action,  and  the  President  was  considered  in 
the  words  of  Frederick  the  Great,  "the  chief  servant 
of  the  State" ;  but  the  Supreme  Court  has,  by  a 
strictly  partisan  vote,  now  virtually  made  him  an  au- 
tocratic dispenser  of  Life,  Liberty,  and  the  Pursuit 
of  Happiness.  In  other  words,  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  are  politicians  first  and  judges  after- 
ward ;21  and  one  may  apply  to  them  Mme.  de  Pom- 

21  Dans  ce  pays-ci  cm  Ton  prend  les  magistrats  parmi  les 
gens  trop  betes  pour  gagner  leur  vie  a  etre  avocat. — Merimee, 
Lettres  a  une  Inconnue. 
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padour's  excuse  to  her  husband :  "Before  I  became 
your  wife,  I  was  the  subject  of  the  King."  The 
Herald  has  recently  published  a  long  letter  by  Mr. 
Charles  F.  Beach,  Jr.,  on  the  somewhat  antiquated 
topics  of  Kant  and  Napoleon.  No  apologies,  there- 
fore, are  offered  for  these  remarks  upon  a  subject 
which  must  interest  every  American  worthy  of  the 
name,  even  if  the  conclusion  is  inevitable  that  the 
whole  course  of  American  history  has  thus  resulted 
in  a  veritable  reductio  ad  absurdum.  And  Ameri- 
cans who  love  their  country,  and  who  do  not  think 
that  because  a  man  is  a  "patriot"  he  ought  to  have  a 
pension  and  be  made  an  office-holder,  will  never  rest 
content  until  the  United  States  is  no  longer  what  an 
Englishman  said  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania : 
"H— 1  with  the  lid  off." 

Paris,  le  7  April.  "UN  COULISSIER." 


A  Very  Strong  Character. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

The  letter  of  Mr.  C.  Augustus  Haviland  in  your 
issue  of  to-day  leads  one  to  hope  that  the  Herald 
will  this  time  more  than  ever  throw  its  influence  in 
favor  of  a  non-personal  Presidential  campaign.  Mr. 
Roosevelt  is  now  "known  of  all  men,"22  and  if  the 

22 II  Corinthians,  III,  2. 
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American  people  choose  him  for  their  ruler  they  will 
have  only  themselves  to  blame  for  the  consequences 
incidental  to  his  character.  Let  Democrats,  if  they 
will,  assert  that  the  coming  election  is  to  be,  on  the 
part  of  the  Republicans,  a  hypocritical  defence  of 
that  great  "Trust"  which  Mr.  Cleveland  called  a 
"public"  one ;  and  that  the  Democratic  party,  finally 
leaving  the  questions  of  tariff  and  silver  to  the  test 
of  national  experience,  takes  the  ground  that  both 
Republicans  and  Democrats  remember  with  pride 
and  satisfaction  the  dignity  and  conservatism  that 
characterized  President  Arthur's  "accidental  term." 
I  approve  so  highly  of  the  Herald's  course  in  letting 
both  sides  have  access  to  its  columns  that  I  think  the 
Herald  can  proudly  take  for  its  motto  Voltaire's  fa- 
mous expression,  "Celui  qui  pense  fait  penser." 

"One  of  the  People." 

Paris,  April  13th. 


Capital  and  Labor  in  the  United  States. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Herald: 

Instead  of  letters  written  in  general  and  confusing 
terms,  why  not  get  a  recognized  business  authority 
to  describe  the  existing  state  of  capital  and  labor  in 
the  United  States  ?  For,  with  money,  day  after  day, 
"unloanable"  at  even  1  per  cent.,  capital  is  practi- 
cally prostrate;  yet  the  railway  companies  cannot 
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borrow  important  sums  because  capitalists  fear  that 
President  Roosevelt  "by  his  personal  order,  that  is, 
without  consulting  his  Cabinet" — may  attack  rail- 
road combinations  of  acknowledged  utility  and  ben- 
efit. What  if  the  President  should  order  the  Attor- 
ney-General to  break  the  leases  of  the  Harlem  road 
to  the  New  York  Central  and  of  the  Pittsburg,  Fort 
Wayne  and  Chicago,  and  of  the  New  Jersey  Rail- 
road and  Transportation  Companies  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania road,  whose  securities  are  now  considered  to 
be  among  the  best  and  strongest  of  those  held  by  life 
insurance  companies  and  by  savings  banks  ? 

Of  course,  Mr.  Depew — the  Admirable  Crichton 
of  America — will  chuckle  over  this,  and  repeat  the 
old  grind  that  the  Fort  Wayne  lease  was  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  and,  therefore,  cannot  be 
broken.    But  how  about  Mr.  Tilden's  will! 

Then,  as  to  labor.  For  fifteen  months  in  Colorado 
there  has  been  an  internecine  war  between  capital 
and  labor — or  anarchy  pure  and  simple.  Now,  there 
is  a  great  strike  in  the  beef  trade,  a  strike  of  30,000 
operatives  in  the  cotton  districts,  and  a  projected 
strike  in  the  anthracite  region.  And  all  mainly  be- 
cause labor  counted  on  the  interposition  of  a  Presi- 
dent who,  according  to  the  New  York  Commercial, 
"has  to  luncheon  strike  leaders — organizers  of  crime 
— getting  free  passes  for  them  over  the  railroads." 

22 


MR.  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 


You  are  not  forced  to  publish  this ;  but  you  can- 
not suppress  facts,  and  you  should  not,  by  your  si- 
lence, aid  Republican  officeholders  to  propagate  the 
idea  that  Theodore  Roosevelt  is  the  only  man  in  the 
United  States  with  any  force  of  character,  and  that 
all  the  other  seventy-live  millions  of  Americans  are 
but  bulbous-headed  bipeds,  with  the  backbone  of  a 
sponge.  "Impransus." 

Paris,  August  4,  1904. 

A  Fervent  Democrat's  Views. 

Mr.  Editor — Have  you  remarked  the  intense  anx- 
iety of  the  English  press  to  elect  Mr.  Roosevelt? 
Especially  that  part  of  the  press  that  is  bolstering  up 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  schemes,  now  listened  to  only  by 
Dukes  ? 

When  Disraeli  wished  to  be  very  contemptuous, 
he  would  say:  "Why,  he's  a  Duke."  The  Morning 
Post,  speaking  of  Mr.  Roosevelt,  says :  "It  is  the 
curse  of  politics  to  get  rid  of  such  a  President" ;  and 
in  its  fury  describes  Jefferson  as  a  demagogue,  be- 
cause he  was  a  Democrat  and — a  "gentleman."  Mr. 
Roosevelt  has  called  Democrats  "prison  vermin." 
Yet  there  are  over  six  millions  of  us,  and  those  of 
us  still  out  of  jail  next  November  will  vote  for  Mr. 
Parker. 

Now  the  English  press  is  shrieking  out  with  mad 
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delight  that  "the  trusts  have  captured  Mr.  Roose- 
velt"— in  other  words,  the  New  York  Sun  has  "come 
out"  for  him.  The  English  press  should  be  told  that 
the  Sun  is  an  utterly  discredited  sheet  since  the 
elder  Dana  "turned  on"  Grant  because  Grant  would 
not  give  him  the  New  York  Collectorship.  The 
Sun  only  differs  from  the  "Yellow  Press"  by  reason 
of  its  almost  feminine  persiflage,  and  the  most  intel- 
ligent of  its  staff  once  named  it  the  "Opera  Bouffe 
of  New  York  papers."  Like  the  "Yellow  Press," 
the  Sun  is  not  yet  excluded  from  the  clubs,  as  "not 
fit  for  decent  people  to  read,"  but  the  contempt  in 
which  it  is  held  by  the  public  is  shown  by  the  saying, 
now  a  proverb :  "If  you  see  it  in  the  Sun  it  isn't  so." 
If  such  a  paper  is  a  reflex  of  American  probity  and 
sense,  thoughtful  Americans  must  repeat  Mr. 
Phelps's  words  over  the  Spanish  war:  "God  help 
us!"23  .  Leslie  Chase. 

A  Diplomatic  Cuss,  Indeed. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Sir, — The  manifesto  in  to-day's  Herald  of  Mes- 
sieurs James  C.  Carter,  Wheeler  H.  Peckham,  John 
E.  Parsons,  and  others  is  one  of  the  most  extraordi- 
nary political  utterances  of  modern  times.  If  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  American  Republic  is,  as 

23  Letter  to  the  New  York  Herald,  March  29,  1898. 
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they  pretend,  an  impulsive  autocrat,  why  have  they 
waited  until  now  to  protest  ?  If  their  forefathers  had 
acted  in  the  same  way  their  native  land  would  still 
be  a  British  Colony.  And  do  these  men  propose  to 
fight  fire  with  feathers?  For,  liberally  translated, 
their  prononciamento  may  read :  The  "accidental" 
Bombastes  Furioso,  who  seeks  election,  has  injured 
our  speculators,  blackened  domestic  politics,  advo- 
cated fecundity  and  would  stop  divorce.  We  "de- 
mand" a  President  we  have  to  look  for  with  a  mi- 
croscope. However,  the  Herald's  absolutely  unas- 
sailable position,  that  the  United  States  should  re- 
turn, and  at  once,  to  sound  constitutional  principles, 
has  not  been  taken  a  moment  too  soon.  For,  be- 
tween Republican  audacity  and  Democratic  pusillan- 
imity, the  country  seems  to  be  preparing  for  itself 
a  future  either  of  Despotism  or  Anarchy. 

Dinard,  le  17  aout.  "DlPLOMATICUS." 

Perhaps  He  Would  Prefer  to  be  the  Hangman? 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

The  Herald  allows  its  readers  to  discuss  it,  so  I 
formulate  some  ideas  patent  to  thoughtful  men. 
The  Herald  does  not  "propose  to  reform  the  world," 
but  it  always  fights  tooth  and  nail,  for  the  vital  in- 
terests of  the  American  people.  Last  autumn,  when 
the  sneering  English  press  was  describing  American 
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financial  enterprises  as  a  row  of  tumbling  bricks, 
even  decrying  the  great  American  life  insurance 
companies,  and  "another  panic  of  1857"  seemed  in- 
evitable, the  Herald,  by  a  series  of  remarkable  arti- 
cles, was  largely  instrumental  in  stemming  the  cur- 
rent. Day  after  day,  it  proved  that  recognized 
American  securities  were  absolutely  sound,  and 
urged  people  to  buy  them.  Good,  solid  judgment! 
St.  Paul,  then  134,  is  now  151  ;  Atchison,  then  58, 
is  now  81 ;  Union  Pacific,  then  68,  is  now  99,  etc. 

The  Herald  is  now  doing  a  similar  thing  in  poli- 
tics. The  Herald  is  neither  Republican  nor  Demo- 
crat; and,  undoubtedly,  it  would  have  "worked 
hard"  for  John  Hay  or  John  D.  Long,  men  of 
whom  all  Americans,  Republicans  or  Democrats,  are 
justly  proud;  but  it  is  evident,  from  the  Herald's 
present  "leaders,"  that  Mr.  Roosevelt's  friends 
should  have  made  him  retire  from  public  life  and 
not  subject  himself  to  additional  notoriety;  and  it  is 
more  than  evident  that  Mr.  Roosevelt  embodies 
Voltaire's  dissection  of  Jean- Jacques  Rousseau : 
"He  would  be  willing  to  be  hanged  in  order  to  have 
his  name  appear  in  the  death  sentence."24 

.    .  .  "Peregrinus." 

Pans,  August  20th. 

24  A  d'Alembert,  Lettre  153. 

Sed  prsefulgebant  Cassius  atque  Brutus  eo  ipso,  quod  effigies 
eorum  non  visebantur. — Tacitus,  Ann.  Ill,  70. 
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It's  Not  Even  "Pronunciamento," 

To  the  Herald: 

I  say,  Mr.  Editor,  your  "Diplomatic  Cuss"  from 
Dinard  "makes  me  tired."  He's  evidently  lived  so 
long  in  Paris  he's  got  Paresis ;  for  it  isn't  "pronon- 
ciamento"  but  "pronunciamento."  He  makes  me 
think  of  what  Lord  Stratford  de  RedclyfTe — family 
name,  Boggs,  or  Strutt,  or  Hogg,  or  something  like 
that — formerly  British  Ambassador  to  Turkey,  the 
little  English  mosquito  that  stung  the  Russian  bear 
into  the  Crimean  war,  once  said  to  his  secretary: 

"D  n  your  eyes,  you  don't  know  how  to  spell." 

"D  n  your  Excellency's  eyes,  I  do,"  replied  the 

youngster. 

There's  a  Republican  sheep  here  who  says  he 
ought  to  vote  for  Teddy  because  he's  the  party's 
nominee ;  but  his  wife's  got  all  the  money,  and  says 
he  shan't,  for  it's  extremely  vulgar  to  have  children. 
If  you  publish  this,  please  put  in  a  sure  cure  for 
rheumatism  and  old  age. 

"An  ex-Gambler." 

Hotel  de  l'Etablissement,  Divonne-les-Bains,  August  22d. 
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The  Coming  Crucial  Test. 

To  the  Herald: 

Mr.  Elihu  Root,  who  helped  Mr.  Roosevelt 
"swear  on"  his  taxes  in  1898,  is  raising  the  false 
issue  that  Mr.  Davis  is  too  old  to  be  Vice-President. 
Lucky  China !  In  the  United  States  there  is  one 
lawyer  to  every  700  of  the  people,  but  in  China 
there  is  only  one  to  every  10,000,  and  yet  mission- 
aries are  trying  to  open  China  to  "civilization" ! 
But  despite  lawyers,  missionaries,  and  even  the  fear- 
less Herald,  that,  with  prudent  courtesy,  may  say: 
It  isn't  wise  to  be  so  blunt — this  is  not  a  Republican 
or  a  Democratic  year  in  the  United  States — and  the 
coming  election  will  prove  one  thing  and  only  one 
thing,  viz.,  are  the  American  people  fit  for  self-gov- 
ernment? In  other  words,  Will  the  American  peo- 
ple, next  November,  elect  as  their  Chief  Magistrate 
a  man  who  will  exercise  the  almost  uncontrolled 
powers  of  the  Presidency  according  to  Constitution- 
al methods,  or  will  they  choose  one  whose  actions 
have  shown  that  he  is  prepared  to  treat  the  Presi- 
dential office  as  his  personal  appanage  ? 

"The  Man  in  the  Street." 

Paris,  August  30th. 
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Mr.  Roosevelt  Rearranging  the  American 
Language. 

To  the  Herald: 

Sir, — Now  that  Mr.  Roosevelt  has  ordered  his 
embassies  to  impose  a  "fresh"  nomenclature  upon  a 
submissive  world,  he  should  go  a  step  further  and 
separate  "American"  grammar  from  "American" 
polity.  For  it  sounds  awkward  to  say :  The  United 
States  is — it  is  like  saying:  All  Americans  is  like 
Roosevelt ;  and  if  one  says  :  The  United  States  are — 
what  becomes  of  the  motto  :  E  Pluribus  Unum  ?  So 
while  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  rearranging  the  "American" 
language,  it  would  be  a  pity  to  put  the  Republicans 
Out  and  the  Democrats  in.  For  Tom  Reed  called 
Mr.  Roosevelt  "our  greatest  living  thinker,"  and 
Mr.  Roosevelt  has  intimated  that  Mr.  Cleveland's 
"English  is  so  involved"  he  must  write  with  a  cork- 
screw. But  some  day  a  "stronger  than"25  Roosevelt 
may  decide  that  "American"  is  unfair  to  neighbors 
and  to  Amerigo  Vespucci,  and  have  all  the  Embas- 
sies marked  "Vespucian."  And  then  Americans  will 
get  so  mixed  up  they'll  think  they  are  like  the  people 
of  some  South  American  republic :  part  Indian,  part 
negro,  and  mostly  cigarette  stains ! 

Paris,  August  31.  "Purist." 

25  St.  Luke,  XI,  22. 

Les  sottises  des  hommes  meritent  qu'on  s'en  rie  et  non  pas  qu'on 
s'en  fache. — d'Alembert  a  Voltaire,  Lettre  65. 
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Although  Some  of  the  Pleasures  of  Life  Are  a 
Long  Way  Astern  of  Him,  He  Can  Still 
Vote  the  Democratic  Ticket. 

Dear  Herald: 

I  sail  for  home  on  Sunday  from  Cherbourg, 
and  I  want  to  thank  you  right  here  for  the 
pleasure  I  and  my  friends  have  had  in  reading  the 
Herald  while  we've  been  traveling  round  Europe. 
Last  spring  I  sent  my  boy  over  to  join  the  French 
Academy,  so  as  to  learn  good  French;  but  he 
soon  wrote  "he  had  found  a  Collage  in  Paris" — 
that  boy  never  could  spell — "that  would  teach  him 
more  in  a  week  than  any  forty  old  fossils  you  could 
scrape  up  with  a  toothpick."  But  his  education  got 
so  expensive  I  had  to  come  over.  I've  been  learning 
a  little,  and  have  less  money  than  ever,  but  I  now 
know  a  bit  of  French,  and  can  say  with  Voltaire : 
"Paris,  ville  ou  tout  le  monde  cherche  le  plaisir  et  ou 
presque  personne  ne  le  trouye."26 

No  wonder  Burke  hated  the  French.  He  came  to 
Paris  too  old.  For  as  I  hobble  along  the  boulevards 
with  gout  in  one  foot  and  rheumatism  in  the  other, 

26  Candide. 

C'etait  une  bonne  ville  pour  vivre  mais  non  pour  mourir. 
— Rabelais. 

That  rapid  concentrated  life  which  is  known  only  in  Paris. 
— George  Eliot. 
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and  sixty  years,  bien  sonnes,  and  hear  a  passing  voice 
call  me  "beau  garqon,"  I  can  appreciate  old  Burke's 
senile  rage :  "What  shadows  we  are,  and  what  shad- 
ows we  pursue."27  But  I'm  only  going  home  to 
vote  the  Democratic  ticket ;  for  I  can  say  as  Teddy 
said  when  he  was  less  Empirical:  "I  could  die  for 
Free  Trade."  "Nauticus." 

Paris,  September  2d. 


Mr.  Roosevelt's  Fame  Going  Round  the  World. 

Dear  Herald: 

The  Matin's  laudation  of  Mr.  Roosevelt  shows 
that  Mr.  Roosevelt's  fame  is  going  round  the  world. 
It  has  already  left  the  United  States.  Then,  again, 
Mr.  Roosevelt  is  the  first  person  to  think  of  the  poor 
old  veterans.  It  has  been  a  disgrace  to  the  country 
to  see  these  wretched  creatures  wearily  hobbling 
along  on  crutches,  day  after  day,  up  to  the  Pension 
Office,  trying  to  get  a  little  money  for  having  been 
killed  over  forty  years  ago!  And  now,  thanks  to 
Teddy,  every  cul-de-jatte  in  the  United  States  will 
have  a  pied-a-terre — let  us  hope,  not  in  Vermont, 
which  is  so  Prohibition  that  not  even  a  dog  there  is 
permitted  to  whine!    Yet  Vermonters  do  an  awful 

27  Pulvis  et  umbra  sumus. — Horace,  Odes,  IV,  7. 
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lot  of  what  the  Scotchman  called  hard  drinking — 
sitting  on  a  rock  sipping  cold  water.28 

An  ex-Gambler. 

Lucerne,  September  15  th. 


The  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States  Must 
Observe  Not  Only  the  Letter,  but  the 
Spirit  of  the  Constitution. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

As  the  Morning  Post  professes  to  be  free  from 
partisanship  in  its  advocacy  of  Mr.  Roosevelt's  elec- 
tion, please  publish  the  following,  which  it  has  re- 
fused : 

Sir, — Will  you  permit  one  you  have  already  fa- 
vored to  call  to  your  attention  that  your  "leader"  of 
September  13th  on  the  "Presidential  election  in  the 
United  States"  ignores  the  point  that  the  independ- 
ent voters — almost  to  a  man — are  opposed  to  Mr. 
Roosevelt.  For  the  action  of-  such  men  as  James  C. 
Carter,  Wheeler  H.  Peckham,  John  E.  Parsons,  and 
others-  and  the  energetic  measures  of  the  Lawyers' 
Constitutional  Club  of  New  York  City  emphasize 
the  fact,  that  in  a  country  where  the  powers  of  the 

28  Nulla  placere  diu  nec  vivere  carmina  possent 
Quae  scribuntur  aquae  potoribus. 

— Horace,  Epistolae,  XIX,  2. 
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President  are  almost  uncontrolled — a  country  still 
composed  of  elements  so  heterogeneous  that  they 
cannot  as  yet  comprehend  and  appreciate  their  moral 
responsibility  towards  the  State  and  towards  each 
other — it  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  country  itself, 
and  to  the  world  at  large,  that  the  Chief  Magistrate 
should  be  one  who  observes  not  only  the  spirit,  but 
the  strict  letter  of  the  Constitution  as  well.  It  is 
more  than  probable  that  Mr.  Roosevelt  will  be  elect- 
ed; but  the  non-office-seeking  Americans  who  will 
grieve  over  his  election  must  remember  with  Taci- 
tus :  "Principes  mortales,  rem  publicam  seternam 
esse."29  X. 
Paris,  September  24th. 


Refused  by  the  Herald. 

Dear  Herald: 

America  ahead  of  all  the  world !  English  writers 
prove  it !  Mr.  James  Bryce  calls  Mr.  Roosevelt  the 
"greatest  President  since  Washington" — but  Prof. 
Goldwin  Smith  says  of  Gladstone:  "He  was  mor- 
ally insane ;  he  was  essentially  a  demagogue  who 
was  swayed  far  more  by  the  passion  for  popular  ap- 
plause than  by  fixed  and  well-considered  theories  of 
public  policy  or  of  duty.    He  loved  power  and 

29  Annales,  III,  6. 
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sought  it  by  every  means,  sometimes  with  great  ad- 
vantages, but  as  often  with  disastrous  results  to  his 
country."    Ain't  we  Americans  lucky? 

An  ex-Gambler. 

September. 


Refused  by  the  Herald. 

To  the  Herald: 

I  have  written  a  book  criticising  President  Roose- 
velt, and  shall  take  it  to  New  York.  Will  it  be  seized 
by  Mr.  Roosevelt's  personal  order,  as  was  the  case 
with  photographs  that  represented  him -embracing  a 
negro  ?  There  is  nothing  in  the  book  more  incrimi- 
nating than  this :  "Mr.  Roosevelt — after  the  man- 
ner of  royalty — is  giving  signed  photographs  of 
himself.  He  has  not  written  yet  Dux,  Imperator, 
which,  with  Panama,  would  recall  Voltaire's  descrip- 
tion of  Holland :  "Canards,  Canaux,  Canaille.'" 

Leslie  Chase. 

October. 


Refused  by  the  Herald. 

If  the  Herald  is  sincere  in  maintaining  that  the 
election  of  Mr.  Roosevelt  jeopardizes  the  future  of 
■  the  United  States,  why  not  vary  the  theme  and  harp 
a  little  on  the  fact  that  Massachusetts  accepts  Mr. 
Roosevelt  as  the  exponent  of  American  political 
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probity  and,  despite  consequences  patent  to  any  in- 
telligence, will  "go  Republican"  in  November. 

It  is  evident  from  this  that  the  microbe  of  Puri- 
tanism which  has  for  so  long  cankered  the  American 
body  politic  is  still  at  work.  Charles  Russell  Lowell 
said  that  "the  people  of  Massachusetts  are  the  most 
instructed  and  the  least  informed  of  any  in  the 
world."  And  it  is  firm  proof  of  the  soundness  of  his 
conclusion  that  a  State  that  boasts  of  having  "one  of 
the  finest  public  libraries  in  the  world,"  is  one  that 
parades  the  side-splitting  gush  of  Lilian  Whiting  as 
true  delicacy  of  expression  and  the  illiterate  jumble 
of  Mrs.  Eddy  as  profundity  of  thought.30 

The  Civil  War  confirmed  the  self-claimed  power 
of  the  Constitution  to  force  a  State  to  stay  in  the 
Union ;  but  the  Constitution  should  now  incorporate 
an  ipso  facto  right  to  drive  a  State  out  of  the  Union 
for  just  and  necessary  reasons.  And  the  coming 
election  will  permit  the  exercise  of  this  right,  as  re- 
gards Massachusetts,  on  the  plea  that  should  be  dear 
to  Puritanical  flexibility :  If  thy  right  eye  offend 
thee,  pluck  it  out  and  cast  it  from  thee.31 

Impransus. 

Paris,  October. 

30  Ce  sont  eux  qui  ont  invente  les  pantalons. — Brillat  Savarin, 
Physiologie  du  Gout,  Meditation,  XII. 

31  St.  Matthew,  V,  30. 
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Refused  by  the  Herald. 

"H.'s"  letter  in  to-day's  Herald  is  only  additional 
evidence  of  the  pretentiousness  of  the  hydrocephalic 
Bostonian.  For  the  best  possible  defence  of  Massa- 
chusetts has  already  been  made  by  the  ponderous 
Daniel  Webster — "The  fullest  brain  Massachusetts 
will  ever  expose" ;  yet  a  brain  always  fired  with  am- 
bition and  generally  under  such  high  pressure  as  to 
recall  Milton's  dictum :  "for  spirits,  when  they 
please,  can  either  sex  assume,  or  both."32  Now,  it 
is  well  known  that  Boston's  famous  objection  to  a 
tax  on  tea  served  merely  as  an  excuse  for  vulgar 
robbery.  No  protest  was  made  at  the  time  against 
a  corresponding  tax  on  molasses,  for  molasses  was 
being  made  into  rum.  And  a  lot  of  ruffians — "pa- 
triots," if  you  please,  but  ruffians  all  the  same — 
wished  to  get  tea  for  nothing,  so  they  sacked  an  ill- 
guarded  English  ship  under  cover  of  night ;  and  un- 
prejudiced readers  of  history  know  that  the  stolen 
tea  was  not  thrown  into  Boston  harbor,  but  sold  in 
Boston  shops ;  they  know,  moreover,  that  Massachu- 
setts's  war  on  George  III.  was  because  the  honest 
lunatic  was  opposed  to  the  burning  of  decrepit  old 
women  as  witches,33  and  that  now  Massachusetts^ 

32  Paradise  Lost,  I,  423-4. 

33  The  burning  of  witches  in  New  England  ended  in  1692, 
but  the  original  tendency  had  fruit  in  "lynching."    John  Wesley, 
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vote  for  Roosevelt  is  a  natural  political  expression 
on  the  part  of  a  State  whose  infancy  was  fed  on 
brigandage  and  fanaticism. 

October.  IMPRANSUS. 


If  Mr.  Roosevelt  Is  Re-elected,  the  United  States 
Should  Tear  Up  Constitution. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Your  remarkable  "leader"  of  October  8th,  that 
the  election  of  Mr.  Roosevelt  as  President  means  a 
one-man's  power  in  the  United  States,  permits  one 
to  ask:  If  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  defeated,  or  in  John- 
sonian diction,  dropped  into  the  fathomless  abyss  of 
the  past,  how  will  Mr.  Hay  and  Mr.  Root,  who,  in 
the  matter  of  brain  power  have  been  the  real 
movers  of  the  so-called  Roosevelt  Administration, 
be  judged  by  posterity?  Will  John  Hay,  who  has 
received  the  "Panama"  ribbon  for  his  faithful  observ- 
ance of  the  "Treaty  of  1846,"  be  considered  for  his 
part  in  Rooseveltiana,  a  Man  of  Straw;  and  will 
Elihu,  who  after  Theodore  Roosevelt,  had  sworn 
that  he  did  not  owe  any  taxes,  helped  him  to  swear 
that  he  did,  be  called  the  "Root  of  all  Evil."34  The 

the  founder  of  Methodism,  asserted  his  unbounded  belief  in  witch- 
craft, saying  that  when  he  gave  it  up  he  should  abandon  the  Bible. 
Vide  Lecky's  "England  in  the  Eighteenth  Century,"  II,  645. 
34 1  Timothy,  VI,  10. 
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question  to  be  settled  in  November  is  not  whether 
Mr.  Roosevelt  is  to  be  the  next  President,  but 
whether  the  American  people  will  abandon  self-gov- 
ernment ;  and  if  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  elected  the  United 
States  should  at  once  tear  up  their  Constitution  and 
apply  for  readmission  to  the  British  Empire.  It 
would  be  better  to  be  an  equal  part  than  to  be  servile 
imitators  of  a  policy  inaugurated  by  those  megalo- 
maniacs, Joseph  Chamberlain  and  Rudyard  Kip- 
ling !  Diplomaticus. 

Dinard,  October  nth. 


Will  "Thoughtful  Americans"  Find  Any  Consola- 
tion in  Horace's  Line? 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Hammond,  and  without 
forcing  my  individuality  upon  those  for  whom  I 
have  found  a  reason  and  for  whom  I  am  not  bound 
to  find  ,  an  understanding,  permit  me  to  agree  with 
Mr.  Hammond  that  Mr.  Roosevelt,  to-day,  is  a  full- 
developed  expression  of  the  American  character, 
whether  of  the  Republican  or  Democratic  party. 
And  as  Mr.  Hammond  appeals  to  results,  here  are 
a  few  facts  that  are  admissible : 

Within  a  brief  space  of  time  there  have  been  600,- 
000  divorces  in  the  United  States,  or  one  divorce  to 
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every  four  marriages  (vide  Herald  and  Bishop 
Doane),  so  that  Free  Trade  in  the  United  States 
would  seem  to  be  confined  to  the  Divorce  Court. 
Last  year  there  were  9,948  people  killed,  and  some 
60,000  wounded,  on  the  American  railways.  Mr. 
Depew,  a  United  States  Senator,  declared  formerly 
that  the  United  States  "was  controlled  by  500  capi- 
talists" ;  the  Herald,  October  17th,  page  6,  column  3, 
shows  that  this  number  is  reduced  to  three.  If  all 
this  is  the  outcome  of  over  100  years'  experimental 
government,  pure  logic  must  conclude  that  the 
United  States  is  fast  sinking  to  the  level  of  a  South 
American  Republic,  and  Mr.  Roosevelt's  election,  or 
"carrying  on  the  government  in  the  future  as  we 
have  carried  it  on  in  the  past"  35  means  but  one 
thing! — that  the  Great  American  Republic  has  dis- 
appeared as  a  factor  in  civilization.  And  thoughtful 
Americans  will  have  to  console  themselves  with 
Horace's  line: 

Parturiunt  montes,  nascetur  ridiculus  mus.35a 

DlPLOMATICUS. 

Dinard,  October  18th. 

35  O  conditionem  miseram,  non  modo  administrandae,  verum 
etiam  conservandas  rei  publicae. — Cicero,  In  Catalinam,  II,  14. 

O  hard  condition !  twin  born  with  greatness ! — Henry  V., 
IV,  1. 

35aArs  Poetica,  139. 


39 


MR.  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 


Refused  by  the  Herald. 

Could  you  not  get  some  psychologist  of  mark  to 
give  to  the  world  a  final  estimate  of  Mr.  Roosevelt  ? 
The  Herald  pronounces  him  a  "Dictator."  Le 
Temps  has  called  him  "Un  Homme."  The  London 
Times,  speaking  of  his  "intellectual  activity,"  dubs 
him  the  "Admirable  Crichton"  of  American  history. 
The  Morning  Post,  referring  to  the  "assault  on  the 
Treasury,"  intimates  that  he  is  a  "safe-cracksman." 
Mr.  James  Bryce  says  he  is  "the  greatest  President 
since  Washington."  But  an  ex-Senator,  who  be- 
lieves that  every  cloud  has  a  "silver"  lining,  and 
whose  divorced  wife,  through  female  influence,  made 
him  lose  a  foreign  mission,  declares  that  the  gray 
mare  is  the  better  horse.  "What  kind  of  a  bug  is 
that,  sir,"  asked  some  students,  who  had  taken 
a  pin  and  arranged  it  with  sealing-wax  and  feathers. 
"That,  young  men,"  said  the  knowing  old  professor, 
"that  is  a  humbug." 

Historicus. 

October. 

Republicanism  Is  Only  Incipient  Imperialism. 

Mr.  Editor: 

As  Prof.  Goldwin  Smith,  in  the  Atlantic  Monthly, 
proves  that  in  thirty  years  the  United  States  will  be 
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an  Empire,  why  not  avail  of  the  proposed  "Royal" 
marriage  and  make  it  one  now  ?  History  shows  that 
a  Republic  is  impossible.  Intellect  did  not  preserve 
that  of  Greece,  nor  force  of  character  that  of  Rome ; 
and  as  President  Roosevelt  possesses  every  known 
Americanism,  why  not  adopt  a  system  of  gradation, 
and,  before  he  becomes  a  Charlemagne,  imitate  Na- 
poleon and  make  him  a  Consul  or  Ruler  for  life. 
This  would  please.  All  Americans  are  aristocrats 
at  heart.  There  isn't  an  American  alive  whose  blood 
doesn't  boil  in  his  veins  when  he  finds  himself  de- 
scribed in  a  Paris  lease  as  a  "Bourgeois."  36 

A  Sociologist. 

Paris,  December  16th. 


Mr.  Chase  Discovers  the  Taint  of  Adulation  in  the 
Enthusiasm  of  Mr.  Wagner. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Sir, — At  a  time  when  conscientious  Americans  are 
striving  to  dam  the  current  of  what  Mr.  Andrew  D. 
White,  late  United  States  Ambassador  to  Germany, 
calls  "high  crimes  that  place  the  United  States,  alone 
of  all  the  nations  only  a  little  above  the  level  of  Sic- 
ily," it  is  puerile  to  accept  chance  and  misleading 

38  Quanquam  ridentem  dicere  verum  quid  vetat  ? — Horace, 
Sat.  IX,  24-5. 
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opinions,  such  as  those  expressed  by  Mr.  Wagner, 
author  of  "The  Simple  Life,"  in  regard  to  a  country 
where  his  short  stay  resembled  the  peregrinations  of 
an  itinerant  preacher. 

And  Mr.  Wagner's  recent  eulogium,  in  your  col- 
umns, of  President  Roosevelt,  appears,  according  to 
the  Temps,  to  be  a  species  of  return  for  President 
Roosevelt's  official  recognition  of  Mr.  Wagner's  lu- 
cubrations. "La  pire  des  betes  est  le  tyran  parmi 
les  animaux  sauvages,  et  parmi  les  animaux  domes- 
tiques,  c'est  le  flatteur."  Leslie  Chase. 

Paris,  December  26th. 


No  Frills. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Sir, — A  recent  letter  in  the  Herald  gave  the  old 
saw — "that  flattery  is  the  food  of  fools"  37 — but  why 
are  Americans  getting  only  French  "orders  ?"  Why 
not  some  English  ones  like  K.C.B.,  D.S.O.,  V.C., 
etc.  ?  As  many  of  the  leading  officials  of  the  United 
States  State  Department  have  risen  from  the  "Camp 
Meeting,"  "centres  of  propagation,"  according  to  a 
well-known  authority,  "of  a  primitive  faith,"  per- 
haps "The  Garter"  would  be  thought  indecent.  Yet 
Americans  claim  they  "look  at  things  with  the  naked 

37  Swift,  Cadenus  and  Vanessa,  769. 
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eye,"  and  this,  without  shocking  the  modesty  of  the 
"pupil."  There  were  no  "decorations"  in  old  Roman 
times.  On  the  contrary.  For  Tacitus  says  of  Ti- 
berius :  In  dedecora  prorupit.38 

"A  Sociologist." 

Paris,  January  4th. 


Pertinent  Questions  to  Writers  on  American 
Government. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Sir, — As  the  United  States  is  a  definitely  organ- 
ized government,  framed  to  carry  out  a  recognized 
policy  of  law  and  order,  what  do  you  suppose  the 
Morning  Post  means  by  saying  that  "President 
Roosevelt  is  tremendously  hampered  by  constitu- 
tional limitations"  ? 

Is  it  the  "silly  season"  for  the  English  press  ?  Is 
it  the  old  conundrum :  Does  the  dog  wag  the  tail  or 
the  tail  the  dog?  Or  does  the  Post  think  that  Ameri- 
can polity  is  striving  to  reduce  to  a  single  mouth- 
piece Goethe's  assertion:  There  are  few  voices  but 
many  echoes!  "An  American." 

Paris,  January  17th. 

88  Annales,  VI,  51. 
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Miscegenation  the  Only  Way  to  Solve  the  Ques- 
tion— from  a  Negro  Point  of  View. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Sir, — An  attentive  reader  of  your  paper,  I  must 
break  through  a  self-imposed  silence  and  express 
surprise  that  the  Herald,  with  its  great  traditions 
and  still  greater  influence,  so  studiously  ignores  the 
only  possible  solution  of  the  race  problem  in  Amer- 
ica, a  solution  ably  set  forth  in  the  London  Morn- 
ing Post  of  October  18th,  viz.,  intermarriage  be- 
tween the  blacks  and  whites.  The  two  greatest 
moral  forces  to-day  in  the  United  States — President 
Roosevelt  and  the  New  York  Evening  Post — are 
practically  fighting  single-handed  to  carry  out  this 
logical  conclusion ;  and  had  we  possessed  a  states- 
man of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  fertility  of  resource  and 
mobility  of  principle  the  question  would  now  be  un 
fait  accompli.  For — Booker  Washington  apart — 
every  canon  of  sociology  and  the  fundamental  rule 
of  Equality  before  the  Law  show  plainly  that  there 
cannot  be  a  perfect  rounding  out  of  the  work  begun 
by  the  Civil  War  of  1861-65,  save  by  a  wise,  abso- 
lute, and  harmonious  policy  of  indiscriminate  mis- 
cegenation. "A  Louisiana  Negro." 

Paris. 

Not  for  publication.  Whew! 
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"Un  EchappS  de  Charenton." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Your  "Louisiana  Negro"  must  be  "un  echappe 
de  Charenton."  President  Roosevelt  has  probably 
no  intention  of  proposing  a  marital  mixture  of  the 
black  and  white  races.  Besides,  it  is  said  he  will  be 
busy  for  the  present  settling  the  divorce  question 
and  trying  to  make  Wall  Street  honest.  However, 
if  the  fair  sex  in  the  United  States  are  like  their 
countrywomen  in  Paris — exquisite  in  grace  and  ra- 
diant with  charm — President  Roosevelt  will  never 
succeed  in  compelling  them  to  marry  negroes. 

"Un  Francais." 

Paris,  November  25th. 


Refused  by  the  Herald. 

Sir, — According  to  the  Herald  and  the  Temps 
Mr.  James  H.  Hyde,  of  New  York  City,  has  brought 
Mr.  Barrett  Wendell  to  Paris  and  has  persuaded 
Mme.  Re  jane  to  perform,  in  New  York,  certain 
after-dinner  gyrations  much  criticized  by  the  Amer- 
ican press.  The  roles  of  Mr.  Wendell  and  of  Mme. 
Re  jane  are,  of  course,  different,  but  one  need  not 
forget  what  Horace  says :  Fortuna  non  mutat 
genus.39  And  in  view  of  Mr.  Wendell's  eulogistic 
39Epodes,  Car.  IV,  6. 
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"etude  sur  M.  Roosevelt,"  in  the  Revue  politique  et 
parlementaire,  it  may  be  permitted  to  observe  that 
a  book  will  soon  be  published  in  New  York  that  will 
present  Mr.  Roosevelt  to  the  American  public,  as  he 
has  already  been  presented  to  Europe — through  let- 
ters in  the  Paris  Herald — in  all  the  different  phases 
of  his  individual  and  political  development. 

Leslie  Chase. 

Paris,  February  15,  1905. 


Refused  by  the  Herald. 

Dear  Herald: 

I'm  all  mixed  up.  The  Morning  Post  says  that 
"Mr.  McKinley  was  little  more  than  the  tool  and 
mouthpiece  of  a  clique."  Yet  Mr.  Roosevelt,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1 90 1,  promised  to  carry  out  Mr.  McKin- 
ley's  policy,  which  promise  holds  good  until  March 
4th  proximo.  And  now  the  Post  calls  "Mr.  Roose- 
velt's policy  public  spirited  and  righteous."  Is  the 
Post,  in  its  struggle  for  lucidity,  intended  for  men 
or  young  misses?  But  well  does  the  Herald  com- 
pare Teddy's  conduct  towards  the  Senate  with 
Caesar's : 

Have  I  in  conquest  stretched  mine  arm  so  far 
To  be  af eard  to  tell  greybeards  the  truth  ?  40 

40  Julius  Caesar,  Act  II,  Sc.  2. 
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O  George  III.,  Americans  owe  you  an  apology ! 
Come  back,  you  honest  old  lunatic ;  but  please  don't 
repeat,  as  to  Mr.  Roosevelt,  what  you  said  of  Marie 
Corelli's  protege  :  "Sad  stuff."  41 

Paris,  1905.  An  ex-Gambler. 


From  the  Herald. 

President  Roosevelt  Goes  Louis  XIV.  One  Better. 

Louis  XIV. :  "I  am  the  State."  42 
President  Roosevelt:  "That's  nothing.    I'm  the 
entire  United  States." 


Refused  by  the  Herald. 

President  Roosevelt  and  Margaret  Fuller. 

Margaret  Fuller :  "I  accept  the  Universe."  43 
President   Roosevelt:   "Thanks,   Miss,   for  the 
compliment,  but  I'm  already  married." 


Refused  by  the  Herald. 

Sir, — "Americus,"  writing  from  St.  Petersburg, 
shows  by  his  advocacy  of  President  Roosevelt's 
methods  that  he  himself  is  saturated  with  bureau- 

41  Shakespeare — vide  BoswelPs  Life  of  Johnson. 

42  French  Judge  to  a  fille :  "  Quel  est  votre  etat  ?  " 
La  fille:  "L'etat,  c'est  moi." 

43Carlyle  said:  "By  Gad,  she'd  better." 
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cratic  ideas.  As  Russia  is  trying  to  create  a  Senate 
and  the  United  States  is  trying  to  get  rid  of  one, 
"Americus"  might  consolidate  the  two  countries, 
with  Mr.  Roosevelt  as  Autocrat  and  the  Tsar  as  his 
aide-de-camp.  Peregrinus. 

Paris,  1905. 

President  and  the  Trusts. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

The  third  annual  report  of  the  United  States  Steel 
Corporation  exposes  most  thoroughly  President 
Roosevelt's  untenable  position  in  regard  to  the  trusts. 

If  President  Roosevelt  attacked  the  trusts  on  the 
score  of  monopoly,  the  Steel  Trust's  report  shows 
that  the  operation  of  the  natural  law  of  economic 
conditions  is  proceeding,  notwithstanding  President 
Roosevelt's  interference.  If  President  Roosevelt  at- 
tacked the  trusts* on  the  score  of  high  prices,  why, 
he  stands  to-day  before  the  world  as  the  choice  and 
outcome  of  protection — the  ultima  ratio  of  mainte- 
nance of  price. 

And  the  stage  may  now  be  said  to  contribute  to 
the  fame  of  President  Roosevelt — the  Macbeth  of 
American  history — Wouldst  not  play  false,  and  yet 
wouldst  wrongly  win.44  Leslie  Chase. 

New  York  City,  March  25,  1905. 

44  Macbeth,  Act  I,  Sc.  5. 
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Plagiarism. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — Mr.  Rucker  of  Missouri,  when  he  said  in 
the  House :  "  The  only  way  you  can  stop  corrup- 
tionists  in  the  Keystone  State  is  to  hang  them  " — 
was  guilty  of  unconscious  plagiarism. 

"  I  shall  try  to  drive  every  corrupt  man  out  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,"  said  one  of  its  Repub- 
lican governors  to  Senator  Quay. 

"  Governor,"  replied  Quay,  "  do  you  intend  to 
deprive  your  party  of  all  its  voters  ?  " 

Impransus. 

Philadelphia,  May  27,  1906. 


Workingman's  Clubroom. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

The  letter  of  "  I.  F.,"  in  your  issue  of  June  1, 
raises  a  question  which  has  already  had  the  con- 
currence of  such  an  authority  as  Judge  Alton  B. 
Parker,  viz.,  the  tendency  in  this  country  to  ex- 
cessive legislation. 

No  one  should  assert  that  the  just  rights  of 
workingmen  can  be  trampled  on — and  that  in  a 
country  of  universal  suffrage.  But  legislation  must 
be  formulated  by  experience,  and  not  by  dogmatic 
utterance.   And  with  Congress  and  46  Legislatures 
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continually  grinding  out  new  laws,  "  I.  F.'s  "  charge 
of  too  much  "  hot  air  "  seems  fairly  well  founded. 

Of  course  the  morality  involved  in  the  "  drink  " 
question  is,  and  probably  always  will  be,  debatable 
— whether  alcohol  is  permissible  as  a  stimulant  and 
injurious  as  a  stupefier.  Certain,  the  drastic  laws  of 
Vermont — where  it  was  said  "  not  even  a  dog  was 
permitted  to  whine  " — had  to  be  modified,  for  they 
created  a  class  of  scheming  informers. 

But  although  the  world  is  not  altogether  with 
"  I.  F."  and  Doctor  Maginn,  who  said  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  "  It  is  better  to  be  free  than  sober,"  yet 
workingmen  are  clearly  justified  in  declaring  that 
they  will  not  allow  the  rules  of  conduct  that  result 
from  their  individual  surroundings  to  be  dictated 
by  others,  whether  the  latter  call  themselves  "  re- 
formers "  or  legislators. 

The  workingmen  of  this  country  are  too  intelli- 
gent to  neglect  the  proper  means  of  accomplish- 
ing their  legitimate  wishes— expression  through  the 
ballot  box. 

Let  them,  therefore,  take  the  stand — and  they 
will  be  joined  by  vast  numbers  from  other  con- 
ditions of  life — that  the  law-abiding  citizens  of 
the  United  States  will  not  submit  to  sumptuary 
laws  and  let  a  handful  of  theorists  tell  them  what 
to  eat,  drink,  and  wear — and  when. 
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Under  any  circumstances,  much  water  will  flow 
in  the  Schuylkill  before  mankind  finds  itself  re- 
duced to  what  the  Scotchman  called  "  hard  drink- 
ing— sitting  on  a  rock  sipping  cold  water."  C. 

Philadelphia,  June  i,  1907. 


Church  and  State  in  France. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  yesterday,  Mr.  I.  N.  Brod- 
head  again  persists  (vide  his  letters  to  the  Evening 
Post,  May,  June,  1905)  in  his  efforts  not  to  let 
the  French  nation  manage  its  own  affairs. 

One  is  tempted  to  oppose  to  Mr.  Brodhead's 
Latin  dictum  the  line  of  Lucretius :  "  Tantum 
religio  potuit  suadere  malorum " ;  but,  in  such 
a  question  as  the  "  Church  and  State  "  in  France, 
perhaps  the  Evening  Post  will  follow  its  general 
course  of  hearing  both  sides,  and  let  me  give  a  sum- 
ming up  of  the  views  of  an  accepted  French 
authority,  recognized  all  the  world  over  as  protag- 
onist in  the  defense  of  Dreyfus : 

( 1 )  France  is  profoundly  Catholic,  in  that  almost 
every  Frenchman,  when  dying,  wishes  to  have  a 
priest  at  his  bedside. 

(2)  The  majority  of  Frenchmen,  when  in 
normal  health,  consider  that  time  has  determined 
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that  Catholicism  is  a  political  system,  based  chiefly 
on  ambition  and  superstition,  and  that  it  is  the  foe 
of  a  well-regulated  patriotism. 

(3)  All  intelligent  Frenchmen  know  how  the 
Church  acquired  its  property — that  for  many  cen- 
turies to  give  money  to  the  priests  was  the  first 
article  of  the  moral  code;  that  it  was  carefully  in- 
culcated that  all  money  given  or  bequeathed  to  the 
clergy  produced  spiritual  benefit  to  the  donors  or 
testators,  but  that  no  spiritual  benefit  sprang  from 
money  bestowed  upon  relations. 

(4)  That  every  Frenchman,  of  trained  mind, 
when  asked  why  it  is  necessary,  in  France,  to  sur- 
round each  important  act  with  a  network  of  pre- 
caution, will  answer  that  it  is  distinctly  traceable 
to  the  Church's  tenets:  First,  obedience;  after- 
wards, veracity. 

(5)  That  the  Government's  abrupt  action, 
through  legislation  and  not  by  the  more  humane 
means  of  gradual  education,  in  taking  their  religion 
from  an  ignorant  and  hard-working,  but  still  inter- 
esting people,  deprives  a  peasant  class  of  all  that 
there  is  of  poetry  and  beauty  in  their  narrow  lives. 
For  it  is  true,  now  as  of  old,  that  "  religion  is  the 
romance  of  the  poor." 

(6)  France  is  groping  its  way  towards  a  scien- 
tific form  of  civic  mechanism.   And,  in  the  process 
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of  separating  the  practical  from  the  supernatural, 
or,  in  other  words,  of  confining  religion  to  its 
natural  limits,  viz.,  making  it  a  vehicle  of  emotion 
and  not  a  factor  in  daily  life,  there  must  be  a 
certain  amount  of  laceration — and  laceration  always 
causes  suffering,  whether  the  latter  be  mental  or 
physical. 

And  as  Junius  says :  "  Liberal  minds  are  open 
to  conviction ;  liberal  doctrines  are  capable  of  im- 
provement. There  are  proselytes  from  atheism,  but 
none  from  superstition."  Leslie  Chase. 

Carlisle,  Pa.,  May  17,  1907. 


France's  Troubles. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — Mr.  I.  Napier  Brodhead,  in  your  issue  of 
June  22,  evidently  wishes  one  to  believe  that  wine- 
drinking  and  the  "  Religious  Persecution  in 
France  "  are  interchangeable  terms.  One  who  has 
lived  for  many  years  in  a  part  of  France  where  the 
people  are  very  destitute  can  assert  that  whatever 
tends  to  raise  the  cost  of  food  or  to  diminish  its 
quality  leads  the  poorer  classes  at  once  to  resort 
to  the  stimulating  effects  of  drink,  with  all  the 
misery  and  degradation  that  follow.  M.  Yves 
Guyot,  in  "  La  Comedie  du  Protectionisme,"  shows 
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clearly  that  the  French  working  classes  are  in- 
sufficiently fed,  and  that  those  who  have  the  State- 
protected  monopoly  of  grain  supplies  in  France  are 
hand-in-hand  with  the  Church. 

The  truth  is  that  the  element  of  "  drink  "  is  a 
minor  one  in  the  problem  now  confronting  France, 
and  letters  such  as  Mr.  Brodhead's  merely  empha- 
size the  fact  that  the  clergy  there,  by  undue  influ- 
ence upon  legislation,  have  acquired  a  prepon- 
derance out  of  proportion  with  their  numbers  and 
their  importance.  One  need  not  quote  Lecky,  "  that 
theological  teaching  destroys  all  intellectual  diffi- 
dence," in  order  to  reply  to  any  casuistry  that  may 
be  employed  to  prove  that  clergymen  are  primarily 
responsible  for  -  the  daily  habits  of  men — and  also 
that,  in  an  age  when  experience  is  so  distributed, 
no  one  body  in  the  State  can  boast  the  sole  posses- 
sion of  its  intelligence. 

And  the  individual  in  France  is  no  longer  will- 
ing to  accept  the  mental  vagaries  generally  evolved 
from  the  inner  consciousness  of  those  who,  like  the 
ecclesiastics  and  lawyer-legislators,  follow  a  priori 
methods  and  become  self-appointed  autocrats. 

Leslie  Chase. 

Atlantic  City,  June  25,  1907. 
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Immortality  of  the  Soul. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

"  W.  W.,"  in  your  issue  of  to-day,  plainly  admits 
that  argument  is  impossible  as  to  the  immortality 
of  the  soul.  If,  then,  the  soul  is  simply  a  dogmatic 
expression,  the  tendency  of  the  age  permits  the  as- 
sertion of  doubt  as  well  as  of  belief.  In  other 
words,  an  appeal  is  made  to  a  consensus  of  opinions. 

"  W.  W."  is  thoroughly  at  variance  with  Lu- 
cretius. And  the  ideas  of  Lucretius,  as  exemplified 
through  Berthillot,  are  fast  being  accepted  as  the 
logic  of  life.  This  is  shown  in  the  recent  "  open  " 
letter  of  French  priests  to  the  Pope :  "  Science  and 
democracy  are  the  living  forces  of  the  time." 

Now,  Lucretius  proclaimed  "  that  all  conscious 
life  comes  into  existence  with  the  body  and  disap- 
pears with  its  dissolution ;  that  there  is  no  knowl- 
edge in  the  grave;  that  there  is  no  other  life  but 
this,  and  that  man  has  no  other  life  is  the  crown- 
ing truth  of  science." 

Lord  Bolingbroke  contended  "  that  there  are  no 
grounds  for  supposing  either  that  the  soul  is  im- 
mortal or  that  there  is  a  world  beyond  the  tomb, 
for  everything  tends  to  prove  that  the  soul  is  woven 
of  the  same  perishable  material  as  the  body,  and  a 
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future  state  is  not  only  logically  improbable,  but 
essentially  superfluous." 
Shakespeare  wrote: 

"  We  are  such  stuff  as  dreams  are  made  on, 
And  our  little  life  is  rounded  with  a  sleep." 

Unfortunately,  a  reference  to  the  soul  is  always 
made  a  religious  question.  And  there  is  a  certain 
dignity  connected  with  religion  because  of  its  at- 
tempted control  or  discussion  of  man's  destiny — 
a  subject  which  only  the  frivolous  can  treat  with 
undue  regard.  And  religion,  as  taught  by  Herbert 
Spencer  and  his  American  expounder,  Fiske,  is  not 
necessary,  as  science,  purged  of  its  vagaries,  must 
bring  about  such  an  inherent  knowledge  of  cause 
and  effect  that — given  a  full  operation  of  the  intel- 
ligence— an  absolute  rectitude  of  conduct  must  fol- 
low. 

L.  C. 

Atlantic  City,  July  4,  1907. 


A  Sign  of  Regenerating  Grace. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

Pray  let  an  American — who  doesn't  care  if  his 
compatriots  call  him  a  pro-Japanese — say  one  word 
in  regard  to  the  "  deadlock "  between  Japan  and 
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the  United  States.  Japan,  having  given  China  a 
"  black  eye  "  and  made  Russia  pass  "  un  mauvais 
quart  d'heure,"  will  now  absorb  the  United  States 
preparatory  to  the  capture  of  the  British  Isles. 
Once  in  possession  of  the  latter,  Japan  will  use  the 
island  of  Nippon  as  a  coaling  station,  and  so  be 
mistress  of  the  world. 

Modesty  forbids  me  to  accept  any  congratula- 
tions for  having  anticipated  history. 

"  A  Yankee." 

Paris,  Dec.  i,  1906. 


Are  the  Japs  Getting  Ready  to  Return  Home  to 
California  ? 

To  the  Herald: 

I  say,  Mr.  Editor,  who  owns  America,  anyhow ! 
The  fauna  and  flora  of  Japan  are  like  those  of  Cali- 
fornia and  not  like  those  of  Asia.  Probably  the 
Japs  are  offshoots  of  the  Indians,  whose  lands  were 
stolen  by  our  Puritan  ancestors,  who  "  first  fell  on 
their  knees,  and  then  "  fell  on  "  the  Aborigi-nees." 

"An  Ex-Gambler." 

Cannes,  December  2,  1906. 

Quite  So. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

I  trust  you  will  permit  a  word  to  an  American 
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who  is  disgusted  with  all  the  chatter  about  the  "  im- 
puissance  "  of  the  United  States.  One  would  imag- 
ine our  country  had  been  put  up  at  auction — and 
"  no  bids."  "  Not  English  Mad  "  should  be  told 
that  Japan  could  not  carry  on  a  prolonged  war, 
because  of  want  of  money — "  l'argent,  l'argent,  c'est 
le  nerf  de  la  guerre."  And  Americans  know  well 
that  an  American  embargo  on  wheat  and  cotton 
would  soon  paralyze  Japan's  new-made  ally.  As  all 
English  statesmen  read  Latin,  perhaps  you  will  let 
one  give  the  words  of  Tacitus :  Navibusque  et  casi- 
bus  vita  populi  romani  permissa  est. 

"  An  American." 

Paris,  December  6,  1906. 


Socialism. 

Clemenceau's  decisive  victory  over  Socialism  in 
the  French  Chamber  would  have  only  a  passing 
interest  for  Americans  but  fgr  the  recent  prophecy 
of  that  usually  close  observer  of  American  affairs, 
the  London  Morning  Post,  that  the  two  ultimate  op- 
posing political  forces  in  the  United  States  will  be 
conservatism  and  Socialism.  That  Americans  are 
now  a  law-abiding  or  conservative  people  needs  no 
argument.  The  fact  is  more  than  ever  demonstrated 
by  the  Moyer-Haywood  agitation,  and  it  is  the 
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Socialists  alone,  in  this  instance,  who  are  raising 
other  issues  than  that  of  mere  justice. 

Now,  Socialism  seems  everywhere  to  be  chang- 
ing its  original  character.  In  Germany  it  has  given 
up  its  theory  of  international  tendencies  by  the 
action  of  its  leaders  in  proclaiming  that  patriotism 
is  a  German  citizen's  first  duty.  In  France  it  would 
have  the  nation  commit  suicide  by  a  disarmament 
that  would  place  France,  and  Socialism  as  well, 
under  the  heel  of  Germany  at  the  slightest  provo- 
cation. 

In  the  United  States  Socialism  has  abandoned  its 
pretentious  principle,  the  amelioration  of  society  at 
large,  but  it  is  manifestly  absurd  for  Socialists  to 
assert  that  they  only  ask  for  "  equality  of  oppor- 
tunity " — and  that  in  a  country  that  can  show  a 
Carnegie,  a  Schwab,  a  Root,  and  many  others  who 
have  proved  what  brains  will  do  for  a  poor  boy  in 
the  United  States.  As  to  equality  of  brains,  nature 
has  not  yet  made  known  its  formula. 

There  can  be  no  distinctive  Socialistic  party  here 
so  long  as  Socialists  virtually  hold  that  "  property 
is  theft."  And  unless  all  experience  be  disregarded, 
Americans  will  maintain  the  present  basic  principle 
of  all  civilized  government — the  right  of  everyone 
to  his  own. 
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Individualism  and  Socialism. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — Emerson  somewhere  says  that  men  of  char- 
acter like  to  have  their  faults  discussed.  But  after 
the  "  beef  scandal,"  the  "  insurance  and  Harriman 
disclosures,"  Americans  probably  felt  that  as  a 
nation  they  had  more  than  their  full  share  of  delin- 
quencies. A  little  reflection  would  have  told  them 
that  the  "  meat  inspection  "  question  is  still  unset- 
tled in  England ;  that  the  English  had  just  paid 
1200  millions  of  dollars  to  secure — what  had  never 
been  in  doubt — British  supremacy  in  South  Africa ; 
and  that  France  had  had  its  "  Panama  swindle  " ; 
in  other  words,  that  human  nature  is  reasonably  the 
same  all  over  the  globe. 

But  owing  to.  the  energetic  effort  necessary  in 
the  United  States  to  attain  average  success,  Amer- 
icans can  justly  assert  that  they  are  more  open- 
minded  than  the  people  of  an  older  regime.  And 
nowhere  except  in  the  United  States  could  modern 
Socialism  find  a  more  attentive  ear,  if  it  had  any- 
thing of  advantage  to  offer. 

If  Socialism  is  what  it  started  to  be — co-operation 
— why,  there  is  no  need  of  discussion.  Society,  in 
mass  and  in  detail,  is  nothing  but  co-operation.  But 
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if  Socialism  intends  to  advocate  a  periodical  distri- 
bution of  accumulated  property,  then  it  undertakes 
what  the  parent  Socialism — known  as  Christianity 
■ — has  in  this  respect  failed  to  accomplish.  "  Sell 
all  that  thou  hast,  and  give  to  the  poor,"  is  Social- 
ism pure  and  simple.  During  two  thousand  years, 
mankind  has  refused  a  practical  application  of  this 
sentiment,  having  embraced  only  that  part  of  Chris- 
tianity which  consists  of  an  aspiration  to  a  purer 
and  holier  life.  But  the  Socialism  of  the  present 
day — which  even  the  protagonist  Guesde  calls 
"  change  of  ownership " — is,  after  all,  only  the 
opposite  of  exaggerated  Individualism. 

Now,  Individualism — of  which  Rousseau  is  the 
admitted  exponent — has  had  admirable  features  that 
have,  in  the  last  hundred  years,  greatly  benefited  the 
world ;  nevertheless,  it  led  to  the  excesses  of  the 
French  Revolution.  Or,  carried  to  its  logical  con- 
clusion, Individualism  brings  anarchy — not  the 
anarchy,  perhaps,  of  the  bloodshot  eye  and  the  mur- 
derous hand,  but  the  anarchy  that  proclaims  that  a 
man  has  a  right  to  take  the  law  into  his  own  hands 
— a  theory  utterly  revolting  to  Americans,  who  are 
by  instinct,  by  education,  and  by  practice,  firm  ad- 
vocates of  law  and  order.  And,  of  course,  these 
latter  characteristics  are  absolute  safeguards  against 
a  Socialism  whose  starting  point  is — spoliation.  And 
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while  Individualism  and  Socialism  are  seemingly 
opposed,  yet  they  contain  the  common  germ  of 
their  own  destruction,  viz.,  that  crystallized  into  a 
dogmatism  they  become  the  foe  of  civilization. 

Impransus. 

Atlantic  City,  June  I,  1907. 


Failure  of  Socialism. 

If  Americans  were  not  already  persuaded  of  the 
absolute  necessity  of  good  government,  the  existing 
paralysis  of  all  city  life  in  San  Francisco  would  be 
proof  sufficient  of  the  wisdom  that  advocates  and 
dictates  a  close  adherence  to  a  definite  system  of 
law  and  order.  The  fate  of  San  Francisco  may 
be  that  of  the  whole  country;  and  while  there  are, 
as  in  the  Middle  Ages,  two  schools  of  thought  face 
to  face,  or,  in  other  words,  theory  against  prac- 
tice, it  behooves  every  American  to  realize  that  the 
cause  of  civilization  as  it  affects  this  country  is 
now  being  subjected  to  a  crucial  test,  and  that  it 
is  his  duty,  as  a  good  citizen,  to  contribute  to  its 
maintenance. 

The  question  of  politics  is  not  involved.  But  our 
national  future  depends  for  its  success  or  failure 
on  whether  we  copy  the  rest  of  the  world  and  try 

62 


MR.  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 

to  find  our  way  to  a  scientific  form  of  civic  mechan- 
ism, or  whether  we  listen  to  theorists  who  preach 
doctrines  suitable  to  an  ideal  community,  but  which 
are  not  applicable  to  a  workaday  world  like  ours. 

Now,  if  Americans  follow  experience,  they  will 
be  guided  by  the  natural  law  of  relation  between 
man  and  man,  as  this  law  may  be  determined 
through  carefully  noted  data.  But  if  Americans 
follow  theories,  then  they  must  accept  their  logical 
conclusions — Socialism  and  anarchy. 

Socialism,  it  may  at  once  be  declared,  has  been 
proved  impossible  here  and  elsewhere,  for  Socialism 
in  its  latest  development  is  not  altruism,  but  only 
"  change  of  ownership."  And  anarchy — not  that 
of  the  bloodshot  eye  and  murderous  hand,  but  the 
anarchy  which  proclaims  that  every  man  has  a 
right  to  take  the  law  into  his  own  hands — is  utterly 
revolting  to  Americans,  who  are  by  instinct,  by 
education,  and  by  practice,  firm  advocates  of  an 
advanced  civilization. 

Growth  and  not  creation  is  the  essential  principle 
of  national  as  well  as  of  individual  progress.  To 
preserve  the  continuity  of  our  race,  to  hand  down 
to  our  children  what  we  have  received  from  our 
fathers — an  accumulated  wisdom — we  must  trust  to 
the  freedom  that  springs  from  individual  exertion, 
and  must  spurn  the  tyranny  of  dogmatism,  whether 
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it  comes  from  the  apex  or  the  base  of  the  social 
fabric. 

The  situation  in  San  Francisco  may  be  the  effect 
of  local  rather  than  of  general  causes.  It  seems, 
however,  to  be  an  effort  made  by  one  element  in 
the  community  to  dictate  to  the  rest  of  it — to  make 
a  part  greater  than  the  whole.  The  country  at  large 
must  watch  a  danger  that  may  prove  to  be  con- 
tagious, and  resolve  to  suppress  instantly  any  at- 
tempt by  any  body  or  bodies  of  men  to  substitute 
disorder  for  order,  license  for  law.  Our  country 
was  at  the  first  a  social  problem,  framed  to  develop 
in  the  direction  of  greater  personal  liberty,  and 
therefore  of  a  larger  amount  of  individual  happi- 
ness, and  such  it  will  remain  as  long  as  Americans 
are  actuated  by  the  noble  principle  that  a  wrong 
done  to  the  meanest  individual  is  a  crime  toward 
the  whole  State/ or  are  guided  anew  by  that  sub- 
lime conception  of  true  democracy: 

Greater  he  shall  not  be ;  if  he  serve  God, 
We'll  serve  him,  too,  and  be  his  fellow  so. 

But  to  gain  this  end  present  habits  of  thought 
and  present  prejudices  must  be  submerged  in  a 
widespread  patriotism  which  places  the  national 
good  above  every  personal  consideration. 

June  4,  1907. 
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Dreyfus  Case. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

Will  you  permit  one  who  was  in  France  during 
the  Dreyfus  trials,  and  who  shared  in  the  contumely 
heaped  upon  all  who  showed  even  a  doubt  of  Drey- 
fus' guilt,  to  protest  against  the  manifestly  absurd 
statement  in  your  Paris  letter  of  July  19,  that  La- 
bori  and  Picquart  were  trying  to  "  play  a  great  part 
in  a  great  game  "  in  their  effort  to  persuade  Drey- 
fus not  to  accept  "  the  offered  pardon  "  ?  Labori 
and  Picquart  were  fighting  for  the  honor  of  their 
country,  which  they  knew  had  been  stained  by  the 
conviction  of  Dreyfus. 

Of  course,  now,  Dreyfus  should  not  be  criticised. 
His  moral  valor  is  beyond  dispute;  and  it  is  little 
to  the  point  that  his  refusal  to  accept  a  pardon  would 
have  forced  the  French  nation  to  bow  to  the  ver- 
dict of  the  rest  of  mankind,  that  the  trial,  condem- 
nation, and  punishment  of  Dreyfus  confirmed  Vol- 
taire's fierce  arraignment  of  France :  "  Moitie 
singes,  et  moitie  tigres." 

But  the  justice  that  was  sought  and  won  for 
Dreyfus  should  not  be  withheld  from  Picquart  and 
Labori. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  all  that  entered  into  the 
mental  life  of  France,  to  wit,  the  army  and  navy, 
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the  church,  and  the  800,000  functionaries,  were  not 
only  not  indifferent,  but  were  all  combined  as  one 
man  in  an  angry  and  dogged  pursuit  of  one  suf- 
fering prisoner;  a  pursuit  which  would  be  incred- 
ible if  it  were  not  so  ghastly.  And  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  never  since  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era 
has  one  unimportant — and  perhaps  uninteresting — 
personality  been  the  object  of  such  an  array  of  hos- 
tile force  as  was  shown  in  this  case  by  all  that  there 
is  of  power  in  France  except  its  conscience. 

And  your  correspondent's  charge  that  Picquart 
and  Labori  wished  Dreyfus  "  to  offer  himself  as  a 
martyr  to  their  legal  and  military  ambitions  "  is  an 
insult  to  manhood  itself. 

Such  was  their  personal  danger  that  no  insurance 
company  would  have  taken  a  risk  on  the  lives  of 
Picquart  and  Labori,  at  Rennes,  in  the  middle  of  a 
population  so  embittered  that  even  children  were 
heard  to  say,  "  If  Dreyfus  is  acquitted  he  had  better 
not  stay  here,  for  he  will  be  assassinated,  as  we 
are  all  Christians." 

Besides,  Labori  clearly  forfeited  the  good  will  of 
the  bulk  of  his  countrymen  and  jeopardized  his 
future  because  of  an  "  unrighteous  "  defense. 

But  Picquart  hazarded  fortune,  fame,  and  life  it- 
self ;  he  suffered  imprisonment  and  every  species  of 
obloquy  in  defense  of  what  he  felt  to  be  the  truth ; 
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a  man  who  would  do  honor  to  any  age  or  nation, 
and  who  may  be  called  the  Luther  of  France. 

Leslie  Chase. 

Atlantic  City,  July  28,  1907. 


Lawyers  and  Statesmanship. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

It  is  a  bold  layman  who  would  engage  in  a  legal 
quibble  with  lawyers,  and  that  in  a  country  where, 
as  the  Public  Ledger,  in  a  recent  "  leader  " — "  New 
Laws  " — shows,  laws  are  being  manufactured  by 
Congress  and  forty-six  Legislatures  faster  than 
people  can  obey  them.  One  is  safer,  when  it  is  a 
question  of  combating  lawyers,  to  rest  altogether 
on  Scriptural  grounds.  And  present  legal  utter- 
ances recall  the  Biblical  phrase,  "  Ye  saw  no  simili- 
tude of  spirit,  only  ye  heard  a  voice." 

Now,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  the  United  States 
and  a  leading  churchman  recently  confounded  the 
Psalms  and  Proverbs  by  telling  that  Solomon  said : 
"  All  men  are  liars,"  and  this  to  graduating  law- 
yers !  Accepting  the  generalization,  a  layman  is 
tempted  to  quote  the  dictum  of  Sancho  Panza : 
"  The  doing  one  thing  for  another  is  the  same  as 
lying."  Why,  then,  do  "  oath-bound  "  lawyers — 
and  on  the  eve  of  a  presidential  nomination — now, 
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for  the  first  time,  declare  that  the  Constitution  and 
good  name  of  our  country  are  in  danger? 

Are  they  pandering  to  the  fears  of  the  people  so 
that  "  thrift  may  follow  fawning  "  ?  Where  were 
these  "  eleventh  hour  "  prophets  when  a  national 
type,  in  1898,  became  an  American  rival  to  John 
Hampden,  or  the  only  known  citizen  of  the  United 
States  that  ever  forced  the  authorities  to  let  him 
pay  his  taxes?  And  why,  at  the  time  of  what  the 
London  Morning  Post  called  the  "  raid  on  the 
United  States  Treasury,"  were  there  no  lawyers  who 
had  ever  heard  of  impeachment?  And  where  have 
they  been  while  spoliation,  under  the  mask  of  So- 
cialism, has  been  lifting  its  viperous  head? 

Truly  Burke  said,  "  Lawyers  are  naturally  bad 
statesmen  " ;  and  in  view  of  the  cry  of  alarm  now 
raised  by  lawyers  in  this  country,  and  this  after  125 
years  of  experimental  government,  mostly  con- 
ducted by  lawyers,  it  may  be  asserted  that  Herbert 
Spencer  confirmed  the  axiom  of  Burke  when  he 
wrote :  "  The  end  which  the  statesman  should  keep 
in  view,  as  higher  than  all  others,  is  the  formation 
of  character." 

Leslie  Ghase. 

Atlantic  City,  June  26,  1907. 
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Government  and  Lawyers. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — It  is  a  bold  layman  who  will  try  to  refute 
Judge  Alton  B.  Parker  on  a  question  of  law. 

But  when  he  discusses  principles  of  government, 
he  ventures  out  on  common  ground,  and  the  gen- 
eral citizen  may  not  altogether  accept  his  dictum: 
"  A  government  of  law,  not  of  men,  was  the  aim 
of  the  fathers."  Admit  that  Americans  are  by  in- 
stinct, by  practice,  and  by  education  law-abiding 
citizens ;  yet  equality  before  the  law — the  logic  of 
a  sound  national  life — does  not  mean  that  the  reg- 
ulation of  a  country's  interests  is  the  direct  product 
of  a  series  of  legislative  enactments. 

For  a  government  exclusively  of  law — as  water 
does  not  rise  above  its  level — means  virtually  a 
government  by  lawyers.  The  world  has  never  yet 
accepted  such  a  one.  Will  the  United  States? 
Without  descending  to  prejudice,  it  is  of  interest  to 
note  what  an  index  to  Bentham's  works  says  of 
"  lawyers  " : 

Lawyers,  interest  of,  in  the  incognoscibility  of  the  law. 

Mendacity,  license  of.  The  only  persons  in  whom 
ignorance  of  the  law  is  not  punished. 

Opinion  of,  that  cheap  justice  is  bad,  and  dear 
justice  good. 
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Knowledge  of,  confined  to  the  corrupt  part  of  hu- 
man nature. 

Accessories  to  the  crimes  they  defend. 
Their  interest  in  technical  jargon. 

And  Burke  in  his  "  Reflections "  says,  "  Law- 
yers are  naturally  bad  statesmen." 

It  may  be  boldly  asserted  that  government  is  the 
weapon  of  common  action ;  that  a  part  is  not  greater 
than  the  whole ;  that  neither  lawyers  nor  profes- 
sional politicians  should  be  entrusted  with  a  con- 
tinuous conduct  of  a  people;  and  that  logical  citi- 
zens should  always  remember  the  fine  words  of 
Tacitus :  "  Principes  mortales ;  rempublicam  aeter- 
nam  esse." 

Impransus. 

New  York,  July  20,  1907. 


The  New  Passport  Law. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — Will  you  permit  a  layman  an  observation 
in  re  '"  The  new  passport  law,"  as  it  relates  to 
"American-born  citizens"? 

The  United  States  Congress,  that  for  years  has 
rejected  a  pure-food  bill,  whose  purpose  was  to  pre- 
vent the  poisoning  of  infants  by  means  of  "  sooth- 
ing syrups,"  and  also  the  subtle  intoxication  of  un- 
suspicious invalids,  through  the  use  of  "  patent 
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medicines,"  admittedly  composed  of  "  bad  alcohol," 
now  has  made  a  law  which,  I  believe,  declares  "  that 
five  years'  residence  outside  the  United  States  shall 
make  an  alien  of  any  citizen." 

But  according  to  the  Constitution,  Article  XII, 
the  whole  question  of  citizenship  turns  on  the  right 
to  vote.  Mr.  Roosevelt  lost  his  citizenship  of  New 
York  State  when,  by  "  swearing  off  "  his  taxes  in 
1897,  he  declared  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  New 
York  State.  When  later,  through  Mr.  Root's  inter- 
position, he  "  swore  on  "  the  same  taxes,  he  was 
elected  Governor,  as  he  was  then  a  citizen.  Of 
course  in  all  this  Mr.  Roosevelt  became  an  Amer- 
ican rival  to  John  Hampden,  or  the  only  known 
citizen  of  the  United  States  that  ever  forced  the 
authorities  to  let  him  pay  his  taxes.  But  Mr.  Roose- 
velt's case  is  proof  that  the  Constitution  leaves  to 
each  State  the  regulation  of  its  own  citizenship, 
simply  asserting  that  a  voter  (Article  XII)  must  be 
"  an  inhabitant."  Article  X  of  the  Constitution  con- 
firms the  State's  authority.  Now,  if  I  am  "  born  in 
the  United  States  " — no  matter  where  I  have  been 
living  for  any  length  of  time — and  become  an  in- 
habitant of  a  State,  so  long  as  the  State  recognizes 
me  as  a  citizen,  how  can  the  central  government 
make  me  an  "  alien  "  ? 

The  new  "  Alien  "  bill  brings  out  once  more  the 
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fact  that  the  United  States  Congress  mainly  con- 
sists of  rural  attorneys,  who  "  do  not  even  under- 
stand their  own  silly  business."  And  one  can  say 
of  the  ordinary  Congressional  legal  luminary  what 
was  charged  against  Lord  Brougham :  "  If  he  only 
knew  a  little  law  he  would  have  a  smattering  of 
everything." 

The  issuance  of  a  passport  is  a  simple  notarial 
act,  and  to  refuse  one  to  a  "  native-born,"  unless 
coupled  with  the  irrelevant  condition  that  the  holder 
must  return  to  the  United  States  within  a  specified 
time,  is  equivalent  to  refusing  a  certificate  of  mar- 
riage unless  the  applicant  promises  to  get  a  divorce 
during  a  corresponding  period. 

A  passport  does  not,  per  se,  confer  immunity 
from  crime,  nor  secure  the  protection  of  one's  gov- 
ernment. The  latter  is  a  question  of  a  nation's  own 
dignity.  And  the  new  law  only  puts  on  record  that 
the  United  States  is  unwilling  or  unable  to  accord 
recognition  to  its  own  citizens — a  prerogative  jeal- 
ously maintained  by  all  nations  that  stand  in  the 
front  rank  of  civilization.  And  under  this  law  our 
great  progenitors  would  have  been  refused  United 
States  passports,  for,  according  to  Milton,  "  The 
world  was  all  before  them,  where  to  choose." 

A  Reader. 

New  York,  July  10,  1907. 
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The  New  Citizenship  Law. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — Mr.  Gaillard  Hunt's  admission,  through  the 
Evening  Post  of  the  13th,  as  to  the  position  of 
"  native-born  "  Americans  under  the  new  "  citizen- 
ship "  law,  is  a  confession  of  necessity  and  not  a 
denial  of  fact. 

It  can  be  asserted,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  only  as  late  as  last  January  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  "  committee  "  to  insert  in  the  new  law 
the  clause  "  that  five  years'  residence  outside  the 
United  States  shall  make  an  alien  of  any  citizen." 
But  the  "  committee "  were  then  confronted  with 
the  Constitutional  objections  already  given,  and 
this  knowledge  was  reinforced  by  the  published  pro- 
fessional opinion  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Hereshoff  Bartlett 
(Paris  Herald,  January  23,  1907)  :  "The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  is  silent  on  the  subject 
of  denaturalization,  and  while  specific  power  is 
given  the  Congress  to  naturalize,  no  power  is  given 
Congress  to  denationalize  American  citizens ;  it  can 
create  and  make  citizens,  but  it  cannot  destroy  and 
take  away  citizenship.  Whatever  doubt  there  might 
have  been  on  this  question,  however  (if  any  could 
exist),  was  finally  swept  away  by  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  1897, 
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in  the  case  of  the  United  States  versus  Wong  Kim 
Ark,  where  the  court  said :  '  The  power  of  natur- 
alization vested  in  Congress  by  the  Constitution  is 
a  power  to  confer  citizenship,  not  a  power  to  take 
it  away'  (169th  U.  S.,  p.  703)." 

It  is  not  surprising  that  Mr.  Hunt  now  says  of 
the  law,  passed  March  2,  "  It  does  not  change  or 
even  modify  the  American  doctrine  of  citizenship. 
That  was  already  settled  by  the  Constitution  and 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court " ! 

Now,  Mr.  David  Jayne  Hill's  persistent  and  will- 
ful disregard  of  the  Constitution  goes  back  to  No- 
vember 4,  1898,  when,  in  an  open  letter  to  Paris, 
he  wrote :  "  The  best  evidence  of  the  intention  of 
an  applicant  for  a  passport  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  a  good  citizen  is  to  make  the  United  States  his 
home;  the  next  best  is  to  return  to  the  United 
States  within  a  reasonable  time." 

Mr.  F.  Clarke,  to  whom  Mr.  Hill  wrote,  added 
the  profound  racial  conclusion :  "  Americans  who 
demand  passports  other  than  those  now  issued  by 
the  State  Department  should  become  naturalized 
Englishmen,  and  take  their  share  of  the  British 
Empire,"  etc.  Mr.  Clarke's  intelligent  suggestion  is 
in  line  with  the  decision  of  the  poor  man  who  made 
up  his  mind  that  the  next  time  he  was  born  he  was 
going  to  have  a  rich  father. 
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Junius  says :  "  It  is  the  historian's  office  to  pun- 
ish, though  he  cannot  correct  " ;  and  history  will 
certainly  hold  up  to  scorn  David  Jayne  Hill's  de- 
ficiency in  Constitutional  lore ;  but  the  passerby  may 
remark  that  Mr.  Hill's  powers  of  ratiocination  are 
on  a  par  with  those  of  the  old  woman  who  declared 
that  "  the  moon  was  as  light  as  a  cork." 

For,  imagine  one  of  eighty  million  "  sovereigns," 
an  able-bodied,  law-abiding,  taxpaying,  respectable 
American,  being  told  that,  on  the  ipse  dixit  of  a 
United  States  assistant  secretary  of  state,  he  is  no 
longer  a  "  good  "  citizen,  because  he  had  overstayed 
his  "  leave."  If  the  "  sovereign  "  possessed  the 
much-admired  American  sense  of  humor,  he  would 
say:  History  cites  only  one  other  case  of  such 
arrogant  assertion.  A  corporal  in  the  Crimean 
War,  charged  with  throwing  those  who  had  died 
of  cholera  into  a  ditch,  said,  on  kicking  a  prostrate 
body,  "  Here's  a  dead  one."  "  I'm  not,"  feebly  an- 
swered the  apparently  inanimate  form.  "  You  are," 
replied  the  corporal ;  "  the  doctor  says  you  are,  and 
he  knows  more  about  it  than  you  do." 

Mr.  Gaillard  Hunt,  with  a  modesty  that  may  be 
considered  as  contributive  evidence,  describes  an 
administration,  of  which  he  and  David  Jayne  Hill 
have  been  important  members,  as  "  the  most  re- 
markable of  our  government  since  the  Civil  War." 
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Merciful  critics  may  reluctantly  admit  that  its  of- 
ficials have  been  a  series  of  Macbeths :  "  Wouldst 
not  play  false,  and  yet  wouldst  wrongly  win  " ;  but 
a  just  political  philosopher  will  reassert  that  gov- 
ernment does  not  consist  simply  in  sitting  on  an 
uncovered  barrel  of  gunpowder  striking  matches. 

A  Reader. 

New  York,  July  17,  1907. 


Another  Benevolent  Assimilation. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — "  To  err  is  human ;  to  forgive,  divine." 
Having  communicated  this  estimable  truth  to  fellow 
mortals,  it  is  proper  to  add  that  Mr.  Roosevelt  can- 
not, just  now,  call  Mr.  Harriman  a  "  desirable,"  for 
that  would  contradict  "  policies  "  that  unborn  gen- 
erations are  crying  for  "  with  salt,  salt  tears."  But, 
what  if  a  war  with  Japan  should  turn  out  to  be  "  a 
friendly  act  " !  Imagine  the  ,Union  Pacific  and  the 
Southern  Pacific  charged  with  troops  and  materials 
sent  to  California  for  the  Roosevelt  Armada !  Why, 
Union  Pacific  would  sell  at  300,  and  pay  40  per 
cent,  dividends ! 

"  Caesar  had  his  Brutus,  and  Charles  the  First 
his  Cromwell,"  etc.,  but  the  Philippines  may  cause 
— to  use  the  phrase  of  the  lamented  McKinley — a 
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"  benevolent  assimilation  "  of  Roosevelt  by  Harri- 
man !  Mr.  Roosevelt  has  been  declared  of  volcanic 
origin — a  Titan,  in  fact — but  the  world  will  stand 
aghast  if  a  Biblical  character,  one  "  not  without 
honor,  save  in  his  own  " — city — should  become  only 
a  second  Atlas  to  sustain  the  price  of  Harriman  se- 
curities. History  repeats  itself,  Roosevelt  and  Har- 
riman !  "  There  !  "  said  a  disgusted  Englishman 
to  a  boasting  Yankee,  "  you  have  nothing  better 
than  that  in  your  country,"  at  the  same  time  show- 
ing him  Vesuvius.  "  No,"  replied  the  alert,  but  un- 
mistakable prototype,  "  but  we  have  a  waterfall  that 
will  put  it  out  in  five  minutes." 

A  Phagocyte. 

Atlantic  City,  July  10,  1907. 


Low  Price  of  High-Grade  Securities. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — Your  leader  of  July  16,  in  regard  to  the 
low  price  of  high-grade  securities,  shows  such  una- 
nimity of  thought  between  the  Evening  Post  and 
Leroy  Beaulieu,  over  the  cause  of  the  recent  de- 
clines in  the  world's  markets,  that  one  would  imag- 
ine that  the  Evening  Post  and  Leroy  Beaulieu  were 
close  followers  of  John  Stuart  Mill's  theory  that 
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money  transferred  from  a  miser  to  a  spendthrift 
resulted  in  a  loss  of  wealth.  In  other  words,  the 
Evening  Post  and  Leroy  Beaulieu  ignore  the  ma- 
chinery by  which  wealth  is  accumulated,  viz.,  senti- 
ment, or,  to  use  the  commonly  accepted  term,  credit. 
If  sentiment  or  credit  plays  no  part  in  financial 
affairs,  why  is  it  that  France  has  refused  to  invest 
money  in  such  a  comparatively  stable  country  as 
the  United  States,  whereas  it  has  invested  some 
$6,000,000,000  in  a  country  like  Russia,  hardly 
emerged  from  barbarism?  Undoubtedly,  France 
has  listened  to  the  voice  of  ex-Secretary  Gage — 
reinforced  as  it  has  been  by  President  Roosevelt's 
hysterical  acts — that  the  United  States  is  a  coun- 
try where  there  is  plenty  of  money  and  little  com- 
mercial integrity. 

And  it  can  be  boldly  asserted  that  the  "  March 
panic  "  did  not  diminish  the  wealth  of  the  United 
States  an  iota.  And  we  are  not,  as  Tolstoi  says, 
more  corrupt  than  Rome;  we  are  richer,  and,  of 
course,,  more  luxurious.  An  "alarming  proof  is  that 
one  finds  at  the  tables  of  the  rich  in  Chicago  small 
silver  bellows  at  each  plate,  so  that  a  guest  can  cool 
his  soup  without  blowing  on  it. 

The  Evening  Post  follows  the  rest  of  the  world 
in  its  admiration  of  Leroy  Beaulieu ;  but  it  must  not 
make  the  mistake  that  Voltaire  records,  in  "  LTn- 
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genu  " :  "  Supposait  qu'un  homme  qui  n'etait  pas 
ne  en  France  n'avait  pas  le  sens  commun." 

And  no  amount  of  ingenious  reasoning  can  alter 
the  fact  that  French  investors  consider  the  United 
States — and  President  Roosevelt  as  their  protag- 
onist— as  a  nation  of  "  blagueurs." 

An  American  Dollar. 

New  York,  July  17,  1907. 


Are  We  "  Rooseveltians?  " 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

The  phrase  in  to-day's  Public  Ledger,  "  One  of 
the  largest  investors  in  the  city — a  man  who  is  con- 
nected with  several  of  our  largest  financial  institu- 
tions— told  me  the  other  day  he  would  not  put  a 
dollar  in  securities  as  long  as  Roosevelt  was  Presi- 
dent," shows  the  time  is  come  at  last  when  one 
should  ask:  Why  does  everyone  who  buys  Amer- 
ican securities  have  to  "  buy  into  "  the  profound 
political  question  as  to  what  part  a  passing  admin- 
istration is  to  take  in  general — and  hitherto — un- 
solved economical  problems?  In  other  words, 
everyone,  since  1901,  who  has  had  faith  in  the  fu- 
ture of  the  United  States,  and  has  bought  American 
stocks,  has,  at  times,  suffered  great  financial  depre- 
ciations because  of  Mr.  Roosevelt's  industrial  views ! 
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Admit  that  if  Mr.  Roosevelt  had  lived  in  ancient 
times,  Greece  would  have  had  eight  wise  men  in- 
stead of  seven;  admit  that  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  the 
only  man  in  this  country  with  any  force  of  char- 
acter, and  that  all  the  other  80,000,000  Americans 
are  but  bulbous-headed  bipeds  with  the  backbone  of 
a  sponge ;  but  let  "  offended  patriots  "  read  in  that 
conservative  European  newspaper,  he  Temps,  of 
March  15,  1907:  "It  is  impossible  to  understand 
why  President  Roosevelt  is  trying  to  destroy  the 
financial  credit  of  his  country." 

Certainly  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  a  remarkable  man ;  he 
has  demonstrated  that  the  tail  wags  the  dog.  It  is 
true  he  juggles  as  he  pleases  with  the  lives,  the 
fortunes,  and  the  sacred  honor  of  80,000,000  so- 
called  sentient  beings.  Let  any  doubter  invest  his 
earnings  in  stocks.  No  further  argument  will  be 
needed  by  him. 

Von  Humboldt  said  that,  barring  immigration, 
Americans  would,  in  course  of  time,  become  In- 
dians. As  we  are  now  already  Rooseveltians,  we 
may  say  of  our  country  what  Katkoff  said  of  Rus- 
sia:  Un  cadavre  en  decomposition. 

Stock  Exchange. 

Atlantic  City,  July  II,  1907. 
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Roosevelt  Policies. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

The  conflict  in  North  Carolina  is  the  first  prac- 
tical outcome  of  "  my  policies." 

For  there  the  State  authorities  are  trying  to  carry 
out  Mr.  Roosevelt's  theories ;  and  the  Federal  courts, 
assisted  by  Mr.  Roosevelt's  representative  and  in- 
fluenced by  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Roose- 
velt's Secretary  of  State,  are  striving  to  prove  that 
Mr.  Roosevelt's  theories  are  unconstitutional.  Mr. 
Roosevelt  may  refuse  to  admit  Oklahoma  into  the 
Union  because  it  will  vote  against  him,  but  history 
will  assert  he  has  created,  elsewhere,  a  state  of 
anarchy. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  declines  a  third  term.  Is  there  go- 
ing to  be  another  term  for  anybody? 

Oh,  George  III.,  we  owe  you  an  apology !  Come 
back  to  us ;  for,  at  times,  you  were  sane ! 

Stock  Exchange. 

Atlantic  City,  July  25,  1907. 

President  Roosevelt's  Activity. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

In  these  days  an  investor,  however  humble,  in 
stocks  has  no  chance. 

The  little  dogs  and  all,  Tray,  Blanche  and  Sweet- 
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heart,  see!  they  bark  at  me,  from  our  President 
down. 

Now,  the  London  Mirror  says,  "  Lies  are  the 
daily  food  of  nine-tenths  of  the  American  people." 
This  fact  may  account  for  the  ideas  contained  in 

the  letter  of  Abraham  G.  L  s,  in  your  issue  of 

to-day. 

Certainly,  President  Roosevelt's  activity  is  phe- 
nomenal. But  his  hysterical  remedies  for  national 
ills  are  so  suggestive  of  quack  medicines  that  one 
recalls  an  instructive  case:  A  man  had  liver  com- 
plaint, took  "  liver  invigorating "  medicine,  then 
died ;  but  the  medicine  stimulated  the  liver  so  much 
that  two  years  after  the  man's  death  they  had  to 
beat  it  down  with  sticks  to  make  it  stay  in  the 
grave. 

And  the  "simplified  board  of  spelling"  would 
probably  describe v  President  Roosevelt's  war  on  the 
railroads  as  "  locomotive  attacks-ia." 

Stock  Exchange. 

Atlantic  City,  July  19,  1907. 


Hobbies — Old  and  New. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

Another  proverb — there's  nothing  new  under  the 
sun — has  gone  wrong.  For  the  Englishman  who 
said  he  "  liked  American  sweet  corn,  only  it  was 
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such  hard  work  eating  the  cob,"  was  thought  to  be 
speaking  sense ;  and  now  that  alcohol  is  to  be  made 
out  of  corncobs,  that  "  cob  "  will  certainly  find  its 
way  into  the  stomach,  in  the  guise  of  a  "  patent 
medicine." 

Then,  again,  Doctor  Johnson,  who  said  "  Time 
that  washes  away  the  soluble  atoms  of  other  poets 
passes  by  without  injury  the  adamant  of  Shakes- 
peare," did  not  foresee  Messrs.  Theodore  Roosevelt 
and  Brander  Matthews.  But  are  these  two  con- 
spiring to  destroy  Shakespeare's  place  in  literature 
by  making  him  unreadable?  Brander  Matthews' 
animus  can  be  explained  on  the  ground  that,  in 
quoting  Shakespeare  in  defense  of  his  "  hobby,"  the 
"  split  infinitive,"  he,  the  rival  of  Lindley  Murray, 
mistook  Shakespeare's  simple  preposition  "  to  "  for 
a  "  sign  "  of  the  infinitive.    Hinc  illae  lac*hrymae ! 

Mr.  Roosevelt's  "  hobby  "  of  "  continuous  per- 
formance "  needs  no  dissertation.  "  What  are  you 
doing,  riding  a  hobby?"  said  the  witty  William  M. 
Evarts  to  a  poor  lunatic  in  an  insane  asylum,  who 
was  jumping  on  and  off  the  corner  of  a  billiard 
table.  "  No,  you  fool ;  it's  a  horse,"  replied  the 
lunatic.  "  It's  not ;  it's  a  hobby,"  answered  Evarts. 
"  You  lie ! "  retorted  the  idiot,  "  one  gets  off  a 

horse,  never  off  a  hobby."  .  ^ 

J  A  Phagocyte. 

Carlisle,  Pa.,  September  15,  1906. 
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THE  PRESIDENT. 

Suggestion  That  Our  Rulers  Lack  a  Grasp  on  the 
Essentials. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

As  the  United  States,  in  common  with  the  rest 
of  the  world,  is  slowly  but  surely  groping  its  way 
toward  a  scientific  form  of  civic  mechanism,  your 
article  of  to-day,  "  The  Cuban  Puzzle,"  with  its 
unanswerable  data,  is  only  a  statement  of  phe- 
nomena natural  to  a  nation  in  the  early  stages  of 
its  growth.  England,  France,  and  Germany  have 
passed  through  the  same  experience  in  their  prog- 
ress to  a  maturer  national  life. 

But  if  there  is  no  place  or  reason  for  pessimism, 
except  for  those  who  have  incipient  locomotor 
ataxia,  those  who  are  responsible  for  some  of  the 
apparent  mistakes' made  through  our  "  experimental 
government "  cannot  escape  the  censure  of  poster- 
ity. Now,  Mr.  McKinley,  of  noble  private  char- 
acter, was  guided,  while  in  office,  by  a  man  who 
began  his  career  in  a  minor  part  on  the  theatrical 
stage,  and  who  was  entirely  devoid  of  tendencies 
deepened  through  hereditary  transmission.  In 
other  words,  Mr.  Hanna  was  a  species  of  political 
buccaneer,  and  his  "  purchase  of  the  negro  vote  in 
1896  "  is  proof. 
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But  when  one  realizes  that  in  1904  our  people 
elected  as  their  chief  ruler  one  who  was  instru- 
mental in  sending  the  Maine  to  Havana,  in  defiance 
of  the  commonest  rule  of  international  courtesy ; 
who  wished  to  "  smash  the  Spanish  fleet "  before 
war  was  declared ;  who  by  turns  has  been  legislator, 
police  agent,  warrior,  statesman,  and  finally,  in  his 
railroad  regulation,  business  man ;  and,  in  addition, 
sociologist,  theologian,  and  orthographer,  possessing 
not  a  trained  mind,  but  only  the  veneer  of  educa- 
tion imparted  at  Harvard — why,  certainly,  Amer- 
icans should  view  their  future  with  joy,  because 
"  we  are  as  we  are,"  and  should  believe  more  than 
ever  in  the  well-known  dictum,  "  There  is  a  provi- 
dence for  drunken  men,  babies,  and  the  United 
States." 

A  Reader. 

Philadelphia,  September  17,  1906. 


The  Call  for  General  Funston. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — It  is  not  surprising  that  Cubans  of  both 
parties  evince  a  sincere  desire  for  reconciliation  on 
learning  that  Gen.  Funston  is  to  be  "  employed,"  for 
the  annals  of  war  might  be  searched  in  vain  to  find 
a  heroism  or  ingenuity  equal  to  that  displayed  in 
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his  capture  of  Aguinaldo.  True,  the  wooden  horse 
at  Troy  approaches  it,  and  if  we  only  had  a  Homer 
to  record  the  glorious  feats  of  arms  of  our  Funs- 
ton  !  And  Homer  was  blind,  and  therefore  would 
not  be  able  to  see  the  disgrace  entailed  on  our 
national  honor  by  Funston's  acts.  Yet  our  Presi- 
dent has  amplitude  of  vision  and  scans  the  whole 
political  horizon.  Why  not,  then,  send  a  ship  of 
war  and  invite  Gen.  Weyler  to  come  and  confer  on 
Cuban  matters?  England  and  the  United  States 
copied  his  "  concentration  camp "  theory  of  con- 
quest— England  in  the  Boer  War  by  "  concentrat- 
ing "  De  Wet's  wife  with  her  eight  children — be- 
cause the  wife  and  mother  nobly  refused  "  English 
succor."  And  Gen.  Bell,  U.  S.  A.,  in  the  Philip- 
pines wreaked  the  same  petty  spite  on  human  beings 
so  feeble  that  Gen.  Merritt  described  them  as  "  chil- 
dren." 

Besides,  there  lacks  a  "  code  "  to  round  out  our 
President's  fame.  Justinian  had  one,  Napoleon 
also.  But  Roosevelt,  Weyler,  and  Funston  might 
collaborate  a  "  code  of  war  "  which  would  demolish 
the  popular  proverb:  There  is  nothing  new  under 
the  sun. 

Leslie  Chase. 

Carlisle,  Pa.,  September  19,  1906. 
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A  Suggestion  for  Brisbane. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — In  view  of  the  suddenness  with  which  Wil- 
liam Randolph  Hearst  has  been  forced  to  emerge 
from  his  self-imposed  obscurity,  true  altruism  might 
suggest  his  writing  the  following  letter: 

"  Astonished  as  I  am  by  this  spontaneous  mani- 
festation of  the  intelligence  the  American  people 
are  known  to  possess,  I  accept.  For  the  office  seeks 
the  man,  not  the  man  the  office.  I  shall  follow  in 
the  footsteps  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  and  of 
Roosevelt — '  the  greatest  of  these  ' — for  an  analysis 
of  Roosevelt's  acts,  speeches,  and  writings  shows  I 
am  his  logical  successor.  I  shall  harmonize  all 
opposing  interests.  Protection  shall  protect  Amer- 
ican industries,  as  these  are  still  in  the  nursery ;  and 
free-traders  shall  have  free  expression  of  their 
opinions. 

"  First,  I  shall  favor  labor.  I  shall  abolish  even 
'  an  eight-hour  day,'  for  as  '  all  wealth  comes  out  of 
the  soil,'  let  nature  do  the  work,  while  the  people 
are  enjoying  themselves. 

"  I  shall  ignore  catching  phrases  like  '  race  sui- 
cide/ since  youth  and  beauty  will  always  walk  hand 
in  hand,  and  manhood  and  loveliness  be  united. 
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"  I  shall  gratify  the  children ;  there  shall  be  no 
irksome  study;  for,  thanks  to  the  Simplified  Board 
of  Spelling  and  my  instructive  newspapers,  all  edu- 
cation will  be  automatically  absorbed,  and  every 
American  may  expect  his  son  to  become  President 
without  sending  him  to  Harvard. 

"  In  the  army,  all  shall  be  brigadier-generals,  and 
quick  promotion  shall  depend  on  my  personal  inti- 
macy. The  navy  shall  be  used  in  private  exhibi- 
tions, and  to  send  my  Cabinet  officers  on  jaunts  to 
foreign  countries.  I  shall  not  take  my  salary  as 
President;  I  shall  give  the  paltry  $50,000  to  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  in  case  of  lawsuits.  Roosevelt 
has  '  posed  '  as  the  only  man  in  the  country  with 
any  force  of  character,  as  if  all  the  rest  of  the 
80,000,000  Americans  were  but  bulbous-headed  bi- 
peds with  the  backbone  of  a  sponge.  I  am  nothing 
but  a  Gladstone";  I  only  wish  to  be  'the  people's 
William.'  Let  Bryan  console  himself  with  his  one 
idea:  Every  cloud  has  a  silver  lining.  I  now  de- 
cline a  second  term.  Go  all,  then,  to  the  polls,  and 
let  the  size  of  your  unanimity  be  the  measure  of 
your  inepitude,  for  I,  too,  must  be  a  popular  Presi- 
dent ;  and  Barnum  said,  '  Americans  do  love  a 
clown.'  " 

A  Phagocyte. 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  September  28. 
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Big  Stick  and  Little  Stick. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — Absent  from  the  United  States  on  March 
16,  when  the  letter  of  "  Viator  Vacuus,"  headed 
"  Big  Stick  and  Little  Stick,"  appeared  in  your 
paper,  will  you  permit  me — not  a  reply,  for  that 
would  be  opposing  a  sheet  of  tissue  paper  to 
a  Damascene  scimitar,  but — a  belated  observa- 
tion. 

When  "  Viator  Vacuus  "  uses  the  terms  "  geo- 
mantic-necromantic-thaumaturgic,"  he  is  right;  for 
Dr.  Johnson  says,  "  Big  thinkers  require  big  words," 
and  the  co-ordinated  expansiveness  that  tries  to  ap- 
proach an  Olympian  theme,  such  as  Roosevelt,  must 
not  descend  to  monosyllables.  But  "  Viator  Vac- 
uus "  raises  Harriman  too  high. 

Yet,  unfortunately,  Mr.  Harriman  has  begun  talk- 
ing to  the  press,  thus  violating  Montaigne's  dictum, 
"  Quiconque  met  sa  decrepitude  sous  la  presse  fait 
folie  " ;  or,  one  is  not  truly  great  who  has  so  long 
refrained  from  opening  his  altruistic  heart  to  the 
pristine  innocence  and  infantine  credulity  of  a  news- 
paper reporter. 

But  an  admiring  world  will  still  continue  to  judge 
Roosevelt  and  Harriman  by  the  rule  of  Sancho 
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Panza :  "  We  are  all  of  us  as  the  good  Lord  made 
us,  and  some  of  us  a  great  deal  worse." 

Impransus. 

New  York,  April  12. 


POWERS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Shall  We  Be  Forced  to  Adopt  French  System 
and  Make  Him  a  Figurehead? 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

When  a  paper  such  as  the  Public  Ledger,  recog- 
nized as  it  is  for  its  persistent  advocacy  of  law  and 
order,  declares  that  "  it  is  only  cranks  who  assert 
that  President  Roosevelt  is  attacking  property,"  one 
must  admit  the  general  correctness  of  its  opinion, 
on  the  ground  that  the  chosen  head  of  80,000,000  of 
people  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  merely  an 
engine  of  destruction. 

But  in  a  land  of  free  thought  it  may  be  seriously 
questioned  if  the  Public  Ledger  makes  a  proper 
distinction  between  Roosevelt  the  President  and 
Roosevelt  the  man.  Admit  that  there  are  two 
schools  of  political  thought  in  the  United  States; 
that  one  holds  that  government  is  the  weapon  of 
common  action,  and  that  the  executive,  like  Fred- 
erick the  Great,  is  only  "  the  chief  servant  of  the 
State  " ;  the  other,  that  centralized  power  is  the  nec- 
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essary  outcome  of  common  experience.  All  this  is 
but  a  difference  of  theory  as  to  the  mechanism  of  a 
nation's  affairs. 

But  the  Public  Ledger,  by  its  sweeping  condem- 
nation of  Mr.  Roosevelt's  critics,  virtually  ignores 
the  fundamental  idea  of  all  government — the  right 
of  every  man  to  his  own.  For  the  present  state  of 
prostrated  American  credit  reveals  the  actual  in- 
jury that  may  be  unnecessarily  inflicted  upon  the 
whole  American  people  by  the  ipse  dixit  of  one 
who  happens,  for  the  time,  to  be  intrusted  with 
practically  unlimited  power. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  "  beef  scandal."  It  is  well 
that  admitted  abuses  have  been  corrected,  but  the 
manner  of  correction,  in  this  case,  was  equivalent 
to  burning  down  a  house  to  roast  a  pig.  For  it  is 
known  that  the  MS.  of  Sinclair's  "  Jungle  "  was  in 
the  President's  hands — and  that  a  secret  investiga- 
tion had  been  made — long  before  the  American  pub- 
lic was  acquainted  with  the  facts.  And  it  is  the 
fear  of  similarly  unexpected  action  that  has  de- 
stroyed credit,  whereby  railway  companies  were  en- 
abled to  borrow  the  money  essential  to  the  develop- 
of  the  country. 

Eighty  million  Americans  are  still  too  intelligent 
to  concede  that  government  consists  in  sitting  on 
an  uncovered  barrel  of  gunpowder  striking  matches. 
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And  it  may  be  asserted  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction— in  view  of  the  "  diminution  of  values  " 
caused  by  Mr.  Roosevelt's  "  personal  direction,"  and 
which  can  be  shown  to  exceed  $6,000,000,000  since 
1 901,  or  twice  the  cost  to  the  North  of  the  Civil 
War — that  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  be 
forced  to  adopt  the  French  sytsem  of  government, 
viz.,  make  the  individual  who  is  President  merely 
the  signer  of  State  papers  and  give  all  responsibility 
of  administration  to  a  chief  of  Cabinet — removable 
at  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 

Impransus. 

Carlisle,  Pa.,  April  19,  1907. 


Roosevelt's  Exaggerated  Ego. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

Mr.  Roosevelt,x  in  quoting  Morley's  Burke  in  his 
Jamestown  speech,  seems  to  have  picked  out  those 
portions  that  suited  his  usual  tirade  against  the  rich. 
Mr.  Roosevelt  ignored  very  conveniently  other 
phrases  in  Mr.  Morley's  work  that  fit  more  closely 
Mr.  Roosevelt's  career.  Here  is  one :  "  And  he 
(Burke)  was  quite  right  in  refusing  to  hope  from 
any  political  action  what  could  only  be  effected  after 
the  moral  preparation  of  the  bulk  of  the  nation." 
And  here  is  a  denunciation  of  the  "  big  stick " : 
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"His  (Burke's)  preference  for  peace  over  even 
truth." 

Mr.  Roosevelt's  "  exaggerated  ego "  is  illus- 
trated by  the  sentence :  "  Burke  and  Turgot  held 
'that  everything  must  be  done  for  the  multitude, 
but  nothing  by  them.'  "  But  Mr.  Roosevelt's  per- 
sonal responsibility  for  the  agitation  that  led  to  the 
Spanish  War,  with  the  foolish  acquisition  of  the 
Philippines,  was  marvelously  prophesied  and  con- 
demned by  Southey  in  his  life  of  Nelson :  "  As  if 
any  bargain  or  sale  could  justify  one  country  in 
taking  possession  of  another  against  the  will  of 
the  inhabitants  and  butchering  all  who  oppose  the 
usurpation." 

Following  Mr.  Roosevelt's  example,  permit  a 
quotation  from  Junius :  "  It  is  the  historian's  office 
to  punish,  though  he  cannot  correct." 

Leslie  Chase. 

Carlisle,  Pa.,  April  27,  1907. 


Moyer,  Haywood — and  Others. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

All  good  citizens  will  urge  that  if  Moyer  and 
Haywood  are  guilty  of  a  crime  they  should  be  pun- 
ished. To  assert  the  opposite  would  be  to  favor 
the  dislocation  of  organized  society.    But  if  it  is 
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unjust  to  condemn  Moyer  and  Haywood  before 
they  are  tried,  still  one  may  eliminate  the  offenses 
of  which  they  are  undoubtedly  innocent. 

For  instance :  Did  Moyer  and  Haywood  "  swear 
off  "  their  taxes  in  1898,  and  then,  finding  their  am- 
bition thwarted,  "  swear  them  on  "  ? 

Did  Moyer  and  Haywood  "  stump  "  the  country 
in  1902,  denouncing  the  "  trusts,"  thereby  present- 
ing the  amazing  political  spectacle  of  an  official  at- 
tack upon  private  interests  without  due  process  of 
law,  knowing  all  the  time  that  the  only  "  robbery  " 
perpetrated  by  the  "  trusts  "  was  due  to  the  tariff, 
which  could  not  be  touched  without  disaster  to  one's 
political  future?  Naturally  Moyer  and  Haywood 
object  to  execution,  for  they  never  declared  they 
"  could  die  for  free  trade." 

Did  Moyer  and  Haywood  assume  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  Almighty  and  aid  in  the  decision  that 
children  could  not  be  "  damned  "  before  they  were 
seven  years  old? 

Did  Moyer  and  Haywood  take  Panama,  thereby 
showing  how  Jezebel  secured  a  title  to  Naboth's 
vineyard  ? 

Did  Moyer  and  Haywood  try  by  "  ukase  "  to  dis- 
rupt the  wording  of  the  Bible,  Shakespeare,  and 
Milton,  thus  emphasizing  Barnum's  saying,  "  Amer- 
icans do  love  a  clown  "  ? 
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Have  Moyer  and  Haywood  become  an  "  exag- 
gerated ego  "  ? 

For  one  crime,  according  to  Milton,  Moyer  and 
Haywood  need  not  be  tried : 

"Hypocrisy,  the  only  evil  that  walks 
Invisible,  except  to  God  alone." 

Leslie  Chase. 

Carlisle,  Pa.,  April  30,  1907. 


ROOSEVELT  AND  HARRIMAN. 

Newspapers  Criticised  for  Not  Defending  Railway 
Magnate. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

Napoleon  said  that  the  press  of  a  country  is  the 
measure  of  its  intelligence.  Will  you,  therefore,  let 
one  who  was  probably  the  only  American  in  France 
who  at  the  time  fought  for  Dreyfus  with  pen  and 
money,  and  who  found  in  Le  Steele  a  courage  that 
should  make  that  paper  a  prototype  for  American 
journalism,  advance  the  grave  accusation  that 
American  newspapers,  as  a  rule,  have  lately  been 
wanting  in  independence  to  the  point  of  pusillan- 
imity ?  I  do  not  give  my  name,  for  my  individuality 
— as  an  exponent  of  truth — is  unimportant.  But, 
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in  support  of  what  I  charge,  I  ask  you  to  publish 
the  following,  refused  by  one  of  the  leading  news- 
papers of  this  country: 

To  the  Editor  of  the  : 

Will  you  let  one  who  has  no  affiliation  with  E.  H. 
Harriman,  nor  any  interest  in  his  properties,  expa- 
tiate on  the  extraordinary  attempt  to  overwhelm  a 
private  citizen  with  all  the  "  moral  opprobrium  "  of 
the  United  States  Government? 

For  it  may  be  stated  as  an  axiom,  that  if  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  should  use  his  high  office 
not  as  the  weapon  of  common  action,  but  as  a 
means  of  exercising  private  vengeance,  he  would, 
in  effect,  discover  the  philosopher's  stone,  which 
Horace  Walpole  declared  was,  after  all,  only  intense 
impudence. 

It  may  also  be  disputed  if  Mr.  Harriman — admit- 
ted now  by  the  world  at  large  as  a  constructive 
genius  of  the  highest  order,' and  who  has  made  the 
net  earnings  of  Union  Pacific  what  the  gross  earn- 
ings were  ten  years  ago — is  in  reality  an  "  undesir- 
able citizen." 

But  why,  in  an  attempt  to  array  the  masses  against 
the  classes,  should  one  man — Mr.  Harriman — be 
chosen  for  attack,  save  that  ingratitude  is  not  un- 
natural return  for  favors  received  ?   And  that  with- 
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out  any  effort  on  the  part  of  the  press  to  rally  to 
the  support  of  an  injured  individual ! 

Until  now  the  United  States  has  been  held  to  be 
a  definitely  organized  government,  framed  to  carry 
out  a  recognized  policy  of  law  and  order;  but  if 
justice  for  us  is  to  consist  of  a  President's  personal 
opinion,  rendered  effective  by  the  contributive  si- 
lence of  the  press,  then  Americans  would  be  right 
in  concluding  that  their  country  is  lower  than  Vene- 
zuela in  the  scale  of  civilization. 

X. 

Philadelphia,  May  I,  1907. 


Mr.  Harriman's  Cause. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

It  is  the  dictum  of  Burke  that  one  cannot  frame 
an  indictment  against  a  whole  people,  and  the  same 
applies  to  the  press  of  a  nation.  And,  of  course,  no 
one  man  is  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  jus- 
tice in  any  one  country. 

Now,  unacquainted  with  Mr.  Harriman  and  with- 
out a  desire  to  be  personal,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
say  that,  undoubtedly,  Mr.  Harriman  belongs  to 
the  class  described  by  Izaak  Walton  as  "  men  con- 
demned to  be  rich."  But  Mr.  Harriman  has  the 
ability — of  which  he  has  not  yet  availed,  and  that 
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against  the  newspapers  who  have  chimed  in  with 
President  Roosevelt — to  protect  himself  in  the 
courts;  still  he  can  say,  with  a  certain  amount  of 
justified  indifference,  as  Louis  XV.  said,  "  After  me 
the  deluge."  For  if  the  machinery  of  the  United 
States  Government  should  be  used  to  assail  a  poor 
man  destitute  of  the  means  of  defense ! 

The  United  States  now  is  in  the  position  of 
France  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  It  was  well 
to  cut  of!  the  heads  of  the  king,  then  of  the  nobles, 
then  of  those  lower  down ;  but  the  common  people, 
rinding  the  guillotine  approaching  their  own  necks, 
rose  and  hurled  the  usurpers  from  power.  Mr. 
Harriman  probably  does  not  ask  anyone  to  take  up 
his  cause;  but  nevertheless  one  recalls  the  funda- 
mental idea  of  a  republic — that -a  wrong  done  to  the 
meanest  individual  is  a  crime  toward  the  whole 
State. 

Nemo. 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  May  4,  1907. 


"Nature  Fakers." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — As  the  "  nature  faker  "  controversy  seems 
to  call  for  any  pertinent  facts,  permit  me  to  con- 
tribute.   I  do  not  give  my  name,  as  I  do  not  wish 
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to  be  designated  as  a  direct  descendant  of  Ananias 
and  heir  to  his  historic  qualities ;  but  "  eye-wit- 
nesses "  have  assured  me  of  the  following : 

In  Paris,  a  beggar  who  had  a  stand  on  the 
Champs-filysees  died,  and  after  his  death  his  faith- 
ful dog  daily  put  himself  on  the  same  spot,  with  a 
tin  cup  in  his  mouth,  and  under  a  placard :  "  Please 
contribute  toward  a  monument  to  my  late  master." 

In  Russia,  a  man  driving  a  sleigh  suddenly  found 
thirty  wolves  following  him.  He  had  just  twenty- 
nine  cartridges.  As  fast  as  he  shot  a  wolf  the  others 
stopped  and  devoured  their  wounded  companion, 
until  there  were  no  more  cartridges  and  only  one 
wolf  left.  The  man,  then  defenseless,  lost  his 
nerve ;  but  seeing  the  wolf  "  wabble,"  he  realized 
that  the  beast  had  twenty-nine  other  wolves  in  him, 
so  he  jumped  from  the  sleigh  and  killed  the  brute 
with  his  fist. 

A  Phagocyte. 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  25. 


"  Roosevelt-phobia." 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

Evidently  Mr.  W.  L.  Bucke,  of  Nicetown,  in  your 
issue  of  to-day,  is  a  "  humorist,"  and  not  an  in- 
vestor, otherwise  he  would  realize  that  President 
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Roosevelt  has  filled  Wall  Street  with  "  Bears."  And, 
although  a  President  is  never  "  short "  of  stocks, 
the  "  Nature  Faker "  controversy  shows  that  Mr. 
Roosevelt  is  attacking  one  who  is  "  Long  " ! 

Lord  Rothschild  says  that  President  Roosevelt 
is  "  killing  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  egg,"  but 
more  remarkable  is  the  fact  that  the  American  peo- 
ple do  not  even  know  how  to  pronounce  their  Pres- 
ident's name.  Out  of  80,000,000  "  sovereigns " 
probably  not  over  100,000  pronounce  the  first  sylla- 
ble— as  it  should  be  pronounced — rose  instead  of 
roose.  As  Mrs.  Eddy  so  justly  says  in  her  "  Shake- 
speare Improved,"  "What's  in  a  name?  A  Rose- 
velt  by  any  other  name  would  be  as  great." 

Even  the  well-informed  Watterson,  of  Kentucky, 
says  the  "  first  syllable  of  Roosevelt  rhymes  with 
goose  " ;  undoubtedly,  in  the  time  of  Charles  I.  it 
would  have  rhymed  with  noose.  It  was  said  when 
Mr.  Roosevelt  was  trying  to  make  the  Bible,  Shake- 
speare, and  Milton  "  simple  " :  "  Oh,  George  III., 
why  did  we  abandon  you ;  for,  at  times,  you  were 
sane." 

Leslie  Chase. 

Carlisle,  May  29,  1907. 
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Roosevelt  and  the  "Market." 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

Americans  are  the  most  intelligent  and  conse- 
quently the  most  logical  people  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  They  are  also  the  most  moral,  and,  con- 
cluding that  "  Wall  Street "  methods  are  wrong,  it 
is  now  established  as  a  national  rule  that,  here- 
after, the  rise  and  fall  in  the  stock  market  will  be 
regulated  by  the  words  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  according  as  they  are  honeyed  or 
acid.  What  a  misfortune  for  all  those  whose  earn- 
ings are  invested  in  American  securities  if  one  of 
our  Presidents  should  turn  out  to  be  a  demagogue 
intrusted  with  unlimited  power!  Last  year  the 
Public  Ledger  asked,  "  Are  we  a  well-balanced  na- 
tion ?  "  One  can  now  answer,  "  Yes,"  for  the  pres- 
ent situation  proves  that  the  American  people  are  a 
union  of  Eddyites  and  Teddyites,  confirming  Fon- 
tenelle's  dictum,  "  The  earth  is  a  planet  revolving 
through  space  and  covered  all  over  with  fools." 

Stock  Exchange. 

Philadelphia,  May  31,  1907. 

A  Translator  of  Vanderlip. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — As  several  financial  critics  are  trying  to 
extract  a  direct  meaning  from  Mr.  Vanderlip's 
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speech  at  Jamestown,  saying  it  is  like  one  of 
Turner's  pictures — the  same  effect,  whether  you 
turn  it  upside  down  or  not — pray  let  one  who  is 
enjoying  ocean  breezes,  aid  overheated  brains  by 
applying  the  process  of  condensation  and  substi- 
tuting the  concrete  for  the  ambiguous,  through  the 
following  rendering : 

"  A  once  respected,  but  now  antiquated,  American 
document  showed  solicitude  for  '  our  lives,  our  for- 
tunes, and  our  sacred  honor/  We,  the  present  gen- 
eration, however,  need  not  feel  any  anxiety  for  our 
'  lives,'  for  they  are  fully  occupied  in  reading 
speeches  so  ubiquitous  and  voluminous  that  one 
sighs  for  the  times  when  there  were  no  '  reporters  ' ; 
our  '  fortunes  '  are  fast  disappearing  through  what 
Lord  Rothschild  calls  '  attacks  on  property  ' ;  and 
with  the  seizure  of  Panama,  and  the  consequent 
violation  of  thev  '  Treaty  of  1846,'  our  '  sacred 
honor  '  is  purely  an  academic  term. 

"  The  phrase  '  March  panic  '  but  feebly  tells  what 
vast  numbers  of  small  but  '  innocent  investors  '  are 
groaning  over  the  '  diminution  of  values  '  which, 
since  1901,  thanks  to  'personal  direction,'  exceeds 
$6,000,000,000,  or  twice  the  cost  to  the  North  of 
the  Civil  War. 

"  We  read  of  '  Attila  the  Scourge  of  God  ' ;  of  the 
Turk  who  boasted  that  the  grass  never  grew  again 
where  his  horse's  hoof  had  trod;  of  the  Eastern 
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conqueror  who,  according  to  Gibbon,  cut  off  the 
right  hand  of  every  laboring  man;  but  when  the 
contemplated  trip  to  Europe,  in  1909,  takes  place, 
Americans  will  surely  paraphrase  what  Heine  said 
of  Cousin :  '  His  fame  is  going  round  the  world ; 
it  has  already  left  the  United  States.'  " 

Impransus. 

Atlantic  City,  June  22. 

M.  Jusserand  on  Mr.  Roosevelt. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — It  is  extremely  gratifying  to  American 
amour  propre  that  M.  Jusserand,  on  sailing  for 
France,  should,  according  to  the  Evening  Post  of 
June  27,  so  far  indulge  in  "  consular  fever  "  as  to 
assert  that  "  President  Roosevelt  is  the  greatest  man 
of  the  Western  Hemisphere."  Now,  M.  Jusserand 
is  an  ambassador,  and  his  utterance  displays  such 
a  marvelous  union  of  diplomacy  and  exactitude,  that 
one  can  say  to  him  in  the  classic  words  of  Moliere : 
"  Vous  etes  orfevre,  M.  Josse."  And  M.  Jusserand 
appears  in  the  true  character  of  an  ambassador: 
"  One  sent  abroad — to  tell  the  truth — for  his  coun- 
trymen at  home." 

American  enthusiasm  was  reached  when  it  was 
stated  that  "  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  the  only  man  in  the 
United  States  with  any  force  of  character,  and  all 
the  other  eighty  million  Americans  are  but  bulbous- 
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headed  bipeds  with  the  backbone  of  a  sponge."  But 
thanks  to  Messrs.  Jusserand,  Bryce,  and  John  Mor- 
ley,  Americans  can  now  see  their  President  as 
others  see  him.  But  Mr.  Bryce  is  a  better  author- 
ity on  our  Constitution  than  Mr.  Morley,  who,  at 
Manchester,  in  October,  1902,  said :  "  Suppose  the 
Americans  put  a  half-penny  a  pound  on  your  raw 
cotton,  where  is  Lancashire  ? "  And  this  despite 
Article  1,  Section  IX,  No.  5.  But  Mr.  Morley 
recovered  himself  when — according  to  an  article, 
"  revised  by  Mr.  Roosevelt,"  in  Pearson's  Monthly 
of  September,  1906 — he  "  found  only  two  forces  in 
America — Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Niagara  Falls." 

Mr.  Morley  may  again  be  pardoned  for  not  know- 
ing that  Dean  Swift  declared  "  that  the  origin  of 
all  things  was  wind,"  and  that  a  Yankee  farmer,  on 
seeing  Niagara  Falls,  said  "  it  was  a  fine  place  to 
wash  sheep." 

However,  M.  Jusserand's  message  to  America 
emphasizes  the  old  saying,  "  It  is  easier  and  handier 
to  flatter  than  to  praise  " — a  sentiment  thus  ex- 
pressed in  the  fascinating  tongue  of  M.  Jusserand's 
native  land :  "  La  pire  des  betes  est  le  tyran  parmi 
les  animaux  sauvages,  et  parmi  les  animaux  domes- 
tiques,  c'est  le  flatteur." 

A  Phagocyte. 

Atlantic  City,  July  1. 
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In  Praise  of  Chicago. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — Now  that  the  West  is  said  to  be  "  aban- 
doning Roosevelt,"  and  is  no  longer  led  by  what 
a  recent  writer  calls  "  Rooseveltian  Sycophants," 
the  rumor  that  Mr.  Carnegie  may,  like  Mr.  Rocke- 
feller, give  a  great  college  to  Chicago,  accentuates 
the  opinion,  long  held  by  careful  thinkers,  that  Chi- 
cago is  now  the  financial,  political,  and  social  cen- 
ter of  the  United  States. 

One  can  eliminate  Boston,  for  the  reason  that 
education,  which  is  supposed  to  create  character, 
produces  there  only  timidity — witness  the  flight  of 
Bostonians  with  their  securities  to  Worcester  at  the 
time  of  the  Spanish  War  ("  Life  of  Roger  Wol- 
cott,"  by  Bishop  Lawrence,  page  168).  New  York 
is  the  Mecca  of  only  the  nouveaux-riches,  and  so 
many  of  its  "  upper  crust "  have  risen  from  the 
kitchen  that  automobile  parties  from  that  city  may 
justly  be  called  "  Cook's  Tourists."  Owing  to  cor- 
rupt politics,  Philadelphia  is  also  discarded.  Then 
the  South  disappears,  because  of  its  persistent  vote 
for  the  Democratic  party — which  no  longer  exists 
— and  it  is  only  fools  and  dead  men  who  do  not 
change. 
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Certainly  the  West  is  fast  becoming  a  civic  atom. 
And  even  now  the  Westerner,  with  body  and  brain 
equally  and  normally  developed,  how  refined  his 
tastes !  He  can  walk  through  miles  of  galleries  full 
of  chefs-d'oeuvre,  many,  it  is  true,  bought  by  the 
yard!  But  when,  thanks  to  Messrs.  Rockefeller 
and  Carnegie,  the  Westerner  forgets  his  ear-split- 
ting "  r,"  and  no  longer  says  "  yep  "  for  yes,  then 
indeed  he  will  represent  the  perfect  specimen  of 
American  manhood,  "  mens  sana  in  corpore  sano." 

A  Phagocyte. 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  July  29. 


"  The  Simple  Life." 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

Lawyers  can  further  complicate  the  conflict  be- 
tween the  Federal  and  State  courts  at  the  South, 
but  here  is  a  practical  solution  to  the  whole  ques- 
tion :  The  North  will  never  again  go  to  war  to 
make  the  South  behave.  So  let  the  South  at  once 
adopt  "  the  simple  life,"  with  its  leading  apostle  in 
this  country  as  their  chief  ruler. 

To  avoid  the  Steel  Trust  the  South  could  tear  up 
the  railways;  to  avoid  the  Meat  Trust  each  man 
could  raise  hogs,  and  to  avoid  Standard  Oil  all  could 
thus  use  tallow  candles.    So  all  "  trusts "  would 
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disappear  save  the  perverted  one  on  the  .silver  dol- 
lar, that  might  read :   "  We  Trust  in  Teddy." 

And  lynch  law  is  more  simple  than  constitutional 
procedure.  And  in  a  section  where  men  "  carry 
pistols  in  their  pockets,"  a  Northern  type,  despite 
the  "  iron  in  his  blood,"  would  be  a  fitting  Presi- 
dent. 

Stock  Exchange. 

Atlantic  City,  August  6,  1907. 


"  Civic  Courage." 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

The  unsigned  letter  embodied  in  your  to-day's 
"  leader  " — "  Journalism  and  Hysteria  " — unwit- 
tingly reveals  one  of  the  contributive  causes  of  the 
existing  chaotic  conditions  in  the  United  States, 
viz.,  want  of  civic  courage. 

The  writer  of  this  knows  only  too  well  that  news- 
paper or  personal  abuse  is  not  pleasant,  especially 
when  one  is  acting  the  disinterested  part  of  a  con- 
scientious citizen.  But  if,  in  recent  years,  promi- 
nent men  in  this  country  had  openly  and  authori- 
tatively exposed  the  danger  they  have  foreseen ! 
For  two  years  the  head  of  one  of  Pennsylvania's 
greatest  corporations  has  been  proclaiming,  in  pri- 
vate, that  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  "  insane."    For  two 
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years  the  leading  insurance  authority  of  the  United 
States  has  denounced — although  he  did  "  not  dare 
come  out  and  say  so  " — Mr.  Roosevelt  as  "  unfit, 
either  in  character  or  courage,"  to  be  our  Presi- 
dent! 

True  patriotism  to  remain  silent  when  one's  coun- 
try is  at  the  mercy  of  a  lunatic  or  a  weakling!  But 
Americans  worthy  of  the  name  will  never  fail  to 
follow  the  dictum  of  Lord  Aberdeen :  "  What 
makes  the  force  of  England  is  that  its  honest  men 
are  as  brave  as  the  rascals." 

Leslie  Chase. 

Atlantic  City,  August  15,  1907. 


In  and  Out  of  the  Stocks. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

How  history  repeats  itself!  In  good  old  Izaak 
Walton's  days  one  was  punished  by  being  "  put 
in  the  stocks."  And  how  happy  now  are  the  people 
who  are  "  out  of  stocks " !  And  the  "  two-cent 
rate  "  question  will  settle  itself,  for  soon  all  will  be 
so  poor  they'll  have  to  walk.  Besides,  Jean-Jacques 
said  it  is  the  only  way  to  travel,  if  you  really  wish 
to  see  the  country.  We  can  abandon  luxury  for 
nature.  Instead  of  diamonds,  we  can  have  "  purl- 
ing brooks  " ;  instead  of  going  "  on  a  lark,"  we  can 
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hear  the  lark  sing,  and  probably  Izaak  Walton's 
couplet : 

"  Eat,  drink,  and  play,  sleep  when  we  list ; 
Go  where  we  will,  so  stocks  be  miss'd." 

We  can  take  to  literature  and  read  how  Samson, 
the  Roosevelt  of  his  time,  and  equally  blind,  pulled 
down  the  whole  structure. 

Stock  Exchange. 

Atlantic  City,  August  15,  1907. 


The  Trend  of  Government. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — The  articles  in  the  current  North  American 
Review,  "  The  Japanese  Press,"  by  A.  Maurice 
Low,  and  "  Judicial  Nullification  of  Congressional 
Acts,"  by  W.  Trickett,  may  be  considered  as  excur- 
sions into  the  realm  of  speculative  political  thought, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  as  data  in  support  of  the 
theory  which  is  being  universally  accepted,  viz.,  that 
government  is  the  weapon  of  common  action ;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  the  world  is  groping  its  way 
toward  a  scientific  form  of  civic  mechanism. 

Mr.  Trickett,  in  reducing  the  solution  of  proble- 
matical questions  to  the  judicial  opinion  of  a  ma- 
jority, follows  the  usual  course  of  a  legal  mind  led 
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to  obey  the  impulse  of  a  training  so  special  in 
its  nature  that  it  must  always  prevent  lawyers  from 
rising  to  that  full  power  of  generalization  which  is 
the  essence  of  statesmanship. 

If,  as  Mr.  Trickett  concludes,  a  majority  of  one, 
on  the  part  of  the  Supreme  Court,  may  determine 
the  drift  of  the  United  States,  he  should  remember 
that  the  same  principle  applies  to  the  Presidential 
office.  In  the  interregnum  of  Congress,  a  Presi- 
dent can  dismiss  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy, 
or,  by  an  unprovoked  assault  upon  a  foreign  Power, 
can  create  a  state  of  war  that  Congress  must  con- 
firm, unless  it  chooses  an  impossible  opposite — the 
disappearance  of  national  consistency.  As  we  stand 
to-day,  a  President  can  annihilate  our  people.  Now, 
the  fathers  "  builded  "  on  the  idea  that  the  occu- 
pant of  a  high  office,  such  as  that  of  President  or 
of  a  member  oi  the  Supreme  Court,  is  the  resultant, 
so  to  speak,  of  the  social  and  natural  forces  of  a 
nation ;  or,  to  quote  the  law  of  animal  development, 
that  he  is  the  possessor  of  tendencies  deepened 
through  hereditary  transmission. 

Mr.  Low  also  seems  to  ignore  the  fact  that  all 
government  is  a  baseless  fabric  without  the  moral 
preparation  of  the  citizen.  And,  in  presenting,  ap- 
provingly, the  case  of  Japan,  he  shows  that  Japan 
to-day  exemplifies  a  waterspout ;  is,  in  fact,  a  na- 
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tional  entity,  with  its  apex  below,  its  base  in  the 
air — otherwise,  a  governmental  direction  swayed 
from  the  top. 

Messrs.  Low  and  Trickett  do  not  draw  any  con- 
clusions of  special  benefit  to  our  country ;  but  Amer- 
icans can  console  themselves  with  the  dictum  of 
Condorcet :  "  Mankind  is  always  pushing  on  to- 
ward liberty,  justice,  and  truth." 

Leslie  Chase. 

Atlantic  City,  August  19. 


Comparisons. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Sun: 

Sir, — Mr.  Roosevelt  has  been  compared  to  about 
every  great  historical  character  except  William  the 
Silent.  He  most  closely  resembles  Samson,  the 
Roosevelt  of  his  time,  who,  equally  blind,  also 
pulled  down  the  whole  structure. 

Leslie  Chase. 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  August  21. 


Roosevelt,  Taft  and  the  Socialists. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Sun: 

Sir, — Mr.  Taft's  speech  at  Columbus  suggests 
the  question,  Does  he  really  think  the  United  States 
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has  sunk  below  the  level  of  a  South  American  re- 
public ? 

No  amount  of  verbiage  can  alter  the  fact  that 
"  my  policies  "  have  put  a  torch  to  the  whole  fabric 
of  American  development,  nor  that  the  basis  of 
rate  regulation  is  the  Sherman  anti-trust  act,  which 
Justice  White  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
declared  to  be  "  destructive  of  government,  of 
human  liberty,  and  of  every  principle  on  which  or- 
ganized society  depends." 

Now,  Jeremy  Bentham  proclaimed  that  in  law 
and  politics  the  final  court  of  appeal  is  the  public 
good;  yet  since  1901  legislative  interference  with 
the  natural  laws  of  trade  has  caused  shrinkages  in 
the  value  of  property  in  the  United  States  amount- 
ing to  $10,000,000,000,  or  three  times  the  cost  to 
the  North  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  London  Morning  Post  affirms  that  "  Mr. 
Roosevelt  is  developing  socialism  against  conserva- 
tism in  the  United  States ;  is  leading  the  masses 
against  the  classes."  Le  Temps  of  Paris  says:  "  It 
is  impossible  to  understand  why  President  Roose- 
velt is  trying  to  destroy  the  financial  credit  of  his 
country."  La  Libre  Parole,  speaking  of  his  "  devas- 
tating career,"  names  him  a  second  "  Attila,  the 
Scourge  of  God." 

Now  Mr.  Taft  has  played  Mark  Antony  to  Roose- 
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velt's  Ccesar,  "  And  under  him  my  genius  is  re- 
buked." Because  we  have  had  Roosevelt  the  Great 
must  we  now  have  Roosevelt  the  Little? 

As  Mr.  Taft  has  become  a  protagonist  of  Roose- 
veltism,  the  Board  of  Simplified  Spelling  should 
begin  his  name  with  a  D 

Leslie  Chase. 

Atlantic  City,  August  23,  1907. 


ROOSEVELT  AND  SOCIALISM. 

A  "  Stock  Exchange "  View  of  the  President 
and  His  Policies. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

Will  you  kindly  extend  to  another  the  privilege 
to  dogmatize  which  you  have  given  to  Mr.  William 
Wilhelm  in  your  issue  of  to-day?  Time,  which, 
Rabelais  says,  is  the  father  of  truth,  will  decide  who 
is  right.  To  follow  Mr.  Wilhelm's  example  and 
theorize:  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  not  applying  the  law; 
for  law  is  formulated  experience.  Mr.  Roosevelt 
is  but  cunningly  exaggerating  insane  legislation 
known  as  the  Sherman  anti-trust  act,  which  Justice 
White,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  de- 
clared to  be  "  destructive  of  government,  of  human 
liberty,  and  of  every  principle  on  which  organized 
society  depends." 
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As  proof,  it  can  be  shown  that,  thanks  to  Mr. 
Roosevelt's  "  personal  direction,"  the  shrinkages  in 
the  value  of  American  property  since  1901  exceed 
$9,000,000,000,  or  three  times  the  cost  to  the  North 
of  the  Civil  War.  Take  bonds  alone,  the  backbone 
of  savings  banks  and  life  insurance  companies!  As 
regards  "  Roosevelt  and  Socialism,"  here  are  au- 
thorities quite  the  equal  of  Mr.  Wilhelm: 

Lord  Rothschild,  of  London,  affirms  that  "  Mr. 
Roosevelt  is  killing  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden 
egg." 

Lord  Rothschild,  of  Paris,  through  his  financial 
mouthpiece,  Le  Temps,  says,  "  It  is  impossible  to 
understand  why  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  trying  to  destroy 
the  financial  credit  of  his  country." 

The  London  Morning  Post  writes :  "  Mr.  Roose- 
velt is  developing  socialism  against  conservatism  in 
the  United  States,;  is  leading  the  masses  against  the 
classes." 

That  ultra-careful  journal,  Le  Steele,  of  Paris, 
intimates  that  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  preparing  the  way 
for  other  demagogues. 

La  Libre  Parole,  speaking  of  Mr.  Roosevelt's 
"  devastating  career,"  names  him  a  second  "  Attila, 
the  Scourge  of  God." 

Let  "  Wall  Street "  lose  its  money.  All  true 
Americans  will  sacrifice  not  only  their  money,  but 
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even  their  lives,  in  defense  of  their  fatherland.  But 
Mr.  Wilhelm's  pre-natal  state  evidently  forbids  him 
to  realize  that  in  this  country  government  is  a 
weapon  of  common  action ;  that  the  people,  through 
their  representatives  in  Congress,  dictate  its  policy ; 
that  the  President  is  only  "the  chief  servant  of  the 
State,"  and  that  Americans  are  not  yet  sunk  to  such 
a  point  of  degradation  as  to  substitute  the  spasms 
of  hysteria  for  the  regular  working  of  an  intelligent 
civic  mechanism. 

Stock  Exchange. 

Atlantic  City,  August  27,  1907. 


A  Great  Assimilator. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Sun: 

Sir, — It  may  not  be  generally  understood  that 
the  Admirable  Crichton  who  is  "  shaping  our  ends  " 
— and  perhaps  the  end  of  constitutional  government 
in  this  country — possesses  among  other  marvelous 
qualities  the  gift  of  assimilation. 

-Proudhon,  the  precursor  of  Roosevelt,  first  said* 
"  Property  is  theft " ;  and  Proudhon's  words  are 
little  more  than  a  repetition  from  St.  Jerome. 

The  "  impassioned  "  denunciation  of  "  malefac- 
tors of  great  wealth  "  is  only  a  tame  reproduction 
of  Izaak  Walton's  energetic  phrase,  "  Men  con- 
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demned  to  be  rich  " ;  or,  at  best,  of  the  dictum  of 
Moliere,  "  Peut-on  etre  honnete,  a  etre  si  riche." 

Leslie  Chase. 

New  York,  August  29. 


The  Cost  of  "My  Policies." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Sun: 

Sir, — Certain  financial  writers  persist  in  asserting 
that  President  Roosevelt's  tampering  with  the  mate- 
rial prosperity  of  the  country,  while  it  has  not  been 
beneficent,  has  at  least  been  negative  in  its  result. 
Now,  it  can  be  shown  that  since  1901,  thanks  to 
Mr.  Roosevelt's  "  personal  direction,"  the  shrink- 
ages in  American  values  exceed  $9,000,000,000,  or 
three  times  the  cost  to  the  North  of  the  Civil  War. 

Probably  these  same  financial  Solons  apply  the 
argument  of  the  lamented  James  Fisk,  Jr. ;  "  The 
public  are  stuck  again,"  said  an  excited  broker,  re- 
porting a  huge  "  drop  "  in  stocks.  "  Idiot,"  replied 
Fisk,  "  what  were  they  born  for  ?  " 

A  Phagocyte. 

New  York,  September  5. 


A  Republican  Court. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — At  last  we  have  a  Republican  court,  in  esse, 
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as  well  as  in  posse ;  for  "  my  policies  "  have  divided 
Newport  into  two  social  camps. 

It  is  true  that  the  element  allied  with  "  Washing- 
ton "  at  times  follows  Jean-Jacques'  theory  and 
"  returns  to  nature  "  by  gracing  its  festive  board 
with  an  additional  monkey. 

But  if,  by  reason  of  official  displeasure  and  a 
foreign  minister's  intervention,  the  "  others "  are 
not  invited  "  to  meet  the  prince,"  they  could  dis- 
play a  very  refined  vengeance  by  delicately  remind- 
ing the  prince  of  the  advice  of  his  great  country- 
man, Oxenstiern :  "  Go  forth,  my  son,  into  the 
world  and  see  how  badly  mankind  are  governed." 

Rusticus. 

Newport,  August  7. 


White  and  Blue  Cards. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Sun: 

Sir, — As  Washington  has  set  the  pace  for  New- 
port, it  is  interesting  to  recall  a  similar  incident  in 
Australia. 

The  Duke  of  Abercorn,  when  Governor  there, 
gave  a  reception  to  which  blue  and  white  cards  for 
different  doors  were  sent,  according  to  the  social 
status  of  the  invited. 

A  certain  man  received  a  white  card,  his  wife  a 
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blue  one;  but  on  presenting  themselves,  arm  in 
arm,  the  Duke's  aide-de-camp  objected,  saying: 
"  White  and  blue  can't  go  together."  "  Heavens !  " 
exclaimed  the  wife,  "  do  you  take  us  for  a  seidlitz 
powder?  " 

They  were  admitted. 

Rusticus. 

Newport,  September  7. 


SHRINKAGE  OF  VALUES. 

A  Stock  Exchange  View  of  the  Effects  of  the 
President's  Policies. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

The  letter  of  "  M.  L.  W."  in  your  issue  of  Sep- 
tember 2  has  just  reached  me.  Ignoring  politics,  it 
will  be  conceded  that  a  President,  as  Frederick  the 
Great  said  of  himself,  is  "  the  chief  servant  of  the 
State  " ;  that  he  is  our  Executive ;  in  other  words, 
that  the  American  people  are  a  self-governing  na- 
tion; that,  as  individuals,  we,  like  the  Romans  of 
old,  can  say:  Nullius  jurare  in  verba  magistri. 

Now,  Mr.  Roosevelt's  "  personal "  interference 
with  the  business  world  has,  so  far,  been  productive 
only  of  disastrous  disturbance.  This  is  recognized 
and  "  lamented  "  in  "  Wall  Street,"  and  in  all  the 
bourses  of  Europe.    If  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  attempt- 
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ing  the  moral  regeneration  of  our  country,  then  the 
evils  he  points  out  are  confessedly  those  of  human 
nature,  and,  in  our  local  case,  have  been  developed 
under  the  party  regime  which  has  shaped  our  na- 
tional course  since  i860,  and  of  which  Mr.  Roose- 
velt, by  his  successive  nominations  and  elections  to 
office,  is  the  protagonist  and  the  champion. 

The  "  shrinkages  "  may  thus  be  computed.  In 
1902  Mr.  Roosevelt  began  his  anti-trust  crusade, 
which  of  course,  without  a  change  in  the  tariff,  has 
resulted  in  nothing.  By  the  loss  of  confidence  that 
followed  such  wholesale  denunciation  of  American 
business  men  and  their  methods,  a  "  shrinkage  "  oc- 
curred in  1902  and  1904,  which  Leslie  M.  Shaw,  in 
his  official  report,  gave  as  $3,000,000,000.  Then 
followed  the  "  Northern  Pacific  decision,"  obtained 
by  a  "  semi-divided  "  majority  of  one,  which  caused 
another  "  shrinkage  "  of  $500,000,000.  The  "  pa- 
ralysis "  that  existed  while  the  "  decision "  was 
waited  for  was  estimated  at  $1,000,000,000. 

Mr.  Roosevelt's  order  to  "  import "  materials  for 
the  Panama  Canal,  and  which  was  subsequently  re- 
scinded, led  to  a  panic  in  April,  1905,  because  of  the 
fear  of  a  sudden  change  of  the  protection  policy; 
and  there  was  another  "  shrinkage  "  of  $500,000,000. 
Mr.  Roosevelt  has  been  universally  held  responsible 
for  the  world-wide  declines  since  January,  and  the 
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comparatively  low  rates  of  money  that  have  pre- 
vailed are  contributive  evidence.  Bankers  publish 
estimates  that,  in  this  country  alone,  this  "  shrink- 
age "  has  been  $5,000,000,000. 

These  figures,  of  course,  are  taken  from  the  stock 
market.  I  assume  that  men  who  are  too  intelli- 
gent to  be  misled  by  the  tyranny  of  words  know  that 
"  Wall  Street "  is  not  a  creator  of  values ;  that  it  is 
simply  a  barometer  which  represents  complex  con- 
ditions such  as  earning  capacity,  the  crops,  political 
tendencies,  and,  in  fact,  the  general  state  of  the 
country.  Those  who  are  fighting  "  my  policies " 
believe  that,  in  the  words  of  the  London  press,  "  Mr. 
Roosevelt  has  traduced  his  country  and  done  his 
people  the  worst  damage  of  any  inflicted  by  any 
ruler,"  and  that  Mr.  Roosevelt's  assault  on  the  gen- 
eral and  individual  character  of  his  compatriots  is 
"  the  blackest  indictment  ever  brought  against  a 
people." 

Stock  Exchange. 

New  York,  September    7,  1907- 


Plagiarism. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Sun: 

Sir, — Commissioner  of  Labor  Charles  P.  Neill  is 
a  plagiarist.     He  describes  Mr.  Roosevelt  as  a 
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"  great  historian,"  and  Junius  says :  "  It  is  the  his- 
torian's office  to  punish  though  he  cannot  correct." 

Leslie  Chase. 

New  York,  September  12. 


ROOSEVELT  AND  HIS  CRITICS. 

Views  of  One  of  the  Most  Hostile  and  Persistent 
of  Them. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

The  letter  of  S.  W.  Hart  in  your  issue  of  to-day 
is  a  clear  presentation  of  our  political  situation, 
viz. :  That  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  only  a  national  type  or 
exponent,  and  that  the  people  alone  are,  through 
their  representaives  in  Congress,  responsible  for  the 
havoc  wrought  by  the  Sherman  anti-trust  act,  which 
Mr.  Knapp,  chairman  of  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission,  calls  "  the  most  mischievous  piece  of 
legislation  in  the  history  of  the  country." 

There  are  others  than  Mr.  Hart  who  think  that 
a  third  term  for  Mr.  Roosevelt  is  necessary  and 
logical ;  for  what  other  man  in  the  whole  land  could 
be  such  a  fitting  and  experienced  agent  of  destruc- 
tion? All  government  is  but  a  baseless  fabric,  with- 
out the  moral  preparation  of  the  citizen ;  but  when 
one  contrasts  the  era  of  peace  and  contentment  that 
existed  just  before  Mr.  McKinley's  death  with  the 
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abyss  of  disaster  and  distrust  into  which  our  coun- 
try has  since  been  plunged,  the  only  possible  con- 
clusion is  that  Americans  have  left  socialism  far 
behind,  and  have  become  a  mass  of  irreconcilable 
nihilists. 

Those  familiar  with  "  Washington  "  know  what 
means  have  been  employed  to  stifle  the  press,  and 
here  is  practical  proof  of  the  result :  If  one  wishes 
his  "  letter  to  the  editor  "  to  be  accepted  by  news- 
papers in  general,  he  must  use,  as  Disraeli  did  with 
Queen  Victoria,  "  flattery  by  the  bucketful,"  and 
must  send  something  like  this :  Sir,  Theodore 
Roosevelt  is  the  concentrated  majesty  of  a  whole 
people.  He  is  the  unique,  the  glorious  and  the  tri- 
umphant standard-bearer  of  80,000,000  "  sover- 
eigns," marching  in  serried  columns,  and  pushing 
on  toward  justice,  liberty  and  truth,  etc.,  ad  nau- 
seam ;  for,  as  Schopenhauer  says,  "  The  man  who 
writes  for  fools  is  always  sure  of  a  large  audience." 

But,  if  one  would  like  his  "  communication " 
thrown  immediately  into  the  editorial  wastepaper 
basket,  let  him  write  as  follows :  Sir,  the  most  pa- 
triotic of  her  sons  is  the  one  who  tells  his  country 
the  truth.  We  have  an  exaggerated  ego  in  the 
White  House;  a  Dogberry  on  the  bench;  a  Con- 
gress whose  members  mostly  "  have  their  ears  set 
in  the  palms  of  their  hands,"  and  a  people  so  satu- 
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rated  with  what  George  Eliot  calls  the  morphine  of 
religion,  that  the  logic  of  facts  compels  one  to  record 
that,  as  a  nation,  we  have  sunk  below  the  level  of  a 
South  American  republic,  and  have,  and  probably 
for  ever,  disappeared  as  a  factor  in  civilization. 

Leslie  Chase. 
New  York  City,  September  16,  1907. 


A  Statesman's  Appeal  to  the  Domestic  Stomach. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Sun: 

Sir, — The  letter  in  to-day's  Sun  on  "  Everybody's 
Uncle  Joe  "  leads  one  to  ask :  Is  the  test  of  intel- 
ligence, neglected  for  many  years,  never  again  to  be 
applied  to  the  aspirants  for  the  White  House? 

Uncle  Joe's  "  mentality  "  may  be  measured  by 
his  profound  political  argument  of  last  summer: 
"  Keep  none  but  homemade  cake  in  the  pantry." 

In  legislative  annals  there  is  only  one  other  case 
of  such  consummate  ratiocination.  "  Follow,"  said 
a  member  of  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies  ad- 
vocating cheaper  army  rations,  "  the  practical  Amer- 
icans, for  they  utilize  the  horns  (les  cornes)  of 
cattle  and  feed  their  soldiers  on  corned  beef." 

Leslie  Chase. 

New  York,  September  20. 
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USE  OF  THE  WORD  "  ONLY." 
A  Political  Twist  Given  to  a  Debate  in  Grammar. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

Everyone  with  any  education  is  interested  in 
comments  like  those  of  "  I.  A.  S."  in  your  issue 
of  to-day  on  the  use  of  the  word  "  only." 

Now,  the  limitation  of  a  word's  meaning  or  classi- 
fication is  not  exact.  In  the  phrase,  "  The  court,  of 
course,  can  only  administer,"  etc.,  "  only  "  is  not  in 
reality  an  adjective ;  it  is  a  substitute  for  "  but,"  and 
the  reading  might  be :  "  The  court,  of  course,  can 
but  administer,"  etc.  It  is  a  question  also,  in  the 
rhythmic  construction  of  a  sentence,  where  "  only  " 
should  often  be  placed.  Take,  for  instance,  "  often  " 
in  the  previous  one.  You  cannot  say  "be  often 
placed,"  or  you  will  slide  into  Prof.  Brander  Mat- 
thews' mania  for  a  "  split  infinitive." 

As  regards  the  cacophony  of  "  only,"  apply  the 
old  travesty  of  a  hymn: 

"  I  try  to  love  my  neighbor ; 
I  only  love  his  wife." 

One  cannot  well  say,  "  I  love  only  his  wife." 
It  would  destroy  the  smoothness  of  the  line. 

William  Cobbet,  for  some  unknown  reason,  has 
always  been  regarded  as  the  essence  of  common- 
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sense  in  speech  and  action.  Yet  he  took  Tom  Paine's 
bones  over  to  England ;  and,  on  arriving,  it  was 
ascertained  that  he  had  another's  man's  body.  As 
to  his  diction,  although  it  possessed  a  certain  polish, 
it  did  not  surpass  the  virility  of  ex-Chief  Devery's 
dictum :  "  There  hasn't  been  an  honest  man  born 
in  300  years."  This  last  alone  condenses  all  the 
diatribes  of  President  Roosevelt  during  seven  years. 

However,  "  only,"  in  addition  to  a  grammatical, 
has  a  sentimental  and  political  value  as  well.  The 
Germans,  when  they  exemplify  poetical  insanity, 
speak  of  "  Jean  Paul  the  only  " ;  but  when  "  Wall 
Street "  wakes  up,  after  "  another  speech,"  and 
finds  "  stocks  down  "  from  20  to  50  per  cent.,  it 
philosophically  says :    "  Only  Theodore." 

A  Phagocyte. 

New  York  City,  September  23,  1907. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AND  ROOSEVELT. 

Are  Both  Practically  Committed  to  Socialism,  as 
This  Letter  Says? 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

The  unanswerable  letter  of  "  J.  J.  F."  in  your 
issue  of  to-day  shows  more  clearly  than  ever  that 
Socialists  are  a  band  of  vacuous-headed  theorists 
who  demand  a  periodical  distribution  of  accumu- 
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lated  property,  otherwise  a  "  change  of  ownership." 
And  one  could  thus  vary  Goldsmith's  line,  "Those 
who  think  must  govern  those  who  won't  work." 
Yet  Pennsylvania  is  practically  committed  to  social- 
ism, as  proved  by  its  unswerving  support  of  Mr. 
Roosevelt ;  for  the  salient  fact  of  our  existing  polit- 
ical situation  is  that  the  "  confiscatory  "  and  legis- 
lative agitations  now  at  work  are,  to  use  a  mathe- 
matical term,  the  resultant  of  forces  set  in  motion 
by  Mr.  Roosevelt. 

Any  tribute  to  Roosevelt  coming  from  a  Penn- 
sylvanian  is  now,  moreover,  superfluous.  As  re- 
gards Pennsylvania  his  place  in  history  is  settled. 
A  State  that  gave  Mr.  Roosevelt  500,000  majority 
in  1904,  and  that  is  raising  a  monument  to  Mr. 
Quay,  puts  these  two  men  on  the  same  plane.  The 
judgment  of  history  on  Mr.  Quay  will  be:  He  was 
honored  by  Pennsylvania.  As  to  Mr.  Roosevelt,  one 
applies  what  Goldwin  Smith  says  of  Gladstone : 

"  He  was  morally  insane ;  he  was  essentially  a  dema- 
gogue who  was  swayed  far  more  by  the  passion  for  popular 
applause  than  by  fixed  and  well-considered  theories  of 
public  policy  or  of  duty.  He  loved  power  and  sought  it 
by  every  means,  sometimes  with  great  advantages,  but  as 
often  with  disastrous  results,  to  his  country." 

As  to  our  country,  a  union  of  States  is  like  a 
chain — no  stronger  than  its  weakest  link  or  part. 
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Read,  then,  the  following  indictment  from  the  New 
York  Evening  Post  of  September  21.  Nothing  Ju- 
venal says  of  Rome  can  approach  it  in  the  way  of 
systematized  rottenness : 

"  A  considerable  part  of  the  battling  for  good  govern- 
ment in  one  of  the  States  is  under  the  direction  of  a 
corps  of  engineers,  chemists,  physicians,  and  accountants 
for  large  industrial  corporations.  ...  To  prevent  the 
passage  of  that  bill  to  put  adulterated  foods,  beverages 
and  drugs  under  a  ban  in  this  corrupt  State  $600,000  was 
raised  and  paid  over  to  the  order  of  the  corporation 
which  acts  as  treasurer  on  all  graft  raised  for  the  union 
of  Republican  and  Democratic  bosses.  .  .  .  It  is  only 
the  rich  in  that  State  who  are  not  sickened  and  poisoned 
by  adulterated  foods  and  beverages,  because  they  buy 
only  of  the  fine  grocery  establishments  in  neighboring 
States  and  have  their  prescriptions  filled  by  the  reputable 
apothecaries,  of  whom  there  are  said  to  be  not  more  than 
a  score  in  that  State,  ...  so  that  in  many  lines  of 
products  the  effect  of  corrupt  State,  municipal  and  town 
government  is  reflected  in  a  steady  deterioration  of  grades 
and  goods,  because  none  but  the  lowest  types  of  unin- 
telligent persons  can  be  induced  to  live  under  such  ab- 
horrent conditions  as  bad  government  has  brought  about." 

"  That  State  "  may  be  New  Jersey,  for  there  the 
bishops,  with  their  usual  bias,  are  fighting  "  drink," 
and  not  for  good  food,  the  basis  of  moral  sanity.  If 
it  is  Pennsylvania,  then  the  fact  can  be  added  that 
Philadelphia,  its  chief  city,  seems  to  revel  in  pol- 
luted water  and  "  gang  "  government ;  that  Phila- 
delphia's death  rate  is  ordinarily  higher  than  that 
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of  any  other  large  city  in  the  country  except  New 
Orleans ;  that  almost  all  the  State's  smaller  cities 
and  towns  have  in  each  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
churches  and  not  one  yard  of  sewer  pipe;  that 
"  there  would  be  a  veritable  panic  if  the  statistics 
of  typhoid  fever  were  those  of  smallpox,"  and  that 
the  vulgar  "  Capitol  band  "  is  not  an  accident,  but 
a  symptom,  for  that  true  exponent  of  Pennsylvania's 
civic  elements,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  in  speaking  of 
1799,  says  in  his  "  Life  of  Gouverneur  Morris," 
page  281,  "  Pennsylvanian  politics  were  already  very 
low." 

It  may  be  the  fate  of  the  United  States  to  be 
ground  down  ultimately  under  the  heel  of  socialism, 
but  with  Theodore  Roosevelt  as  our  head  of  state 
we  have  only  too  soon  exemplified  the  truth  of 
Tocqueville's  dictum.  "  That  the  natural  result  of  de- 
mocracy is  a  highly  concentrated,  enervating,  but 
mild,  despotism.? 

Stock  Exchange. 
New  York  City,  September  25,  1907. 

High  Sociology. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Sun: 

Sir, — Are  we  a  nation  of  philosophers  or  of 
sheep  ? 

Leslie  Chase. 

New  York,  October  2,  1907. 
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Dogmatic  Opinion  of  "Modernism." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Sun: 

Sir, — The  Pope  in  his  encyclical  on  "  Modern- 
ism "  seems  to  indulge  in  what  logicians  call  a 
confusion  of  terms,  or  as  Disraeli  said  of  New- 
man's "  Apologia " :  "  He  has  apologized  for 
Romanism,  but  does  not  explain  it."  "  Stendhal  " 
clearly  shows  that  the  "  Church  "  itself  is  "  modern," 
and  has  been  created  by  the  Popes  who  have  reigned 
since  the  Council  of  Trent  (1545-63). 

That  humanity  has  gained  by  the  Church's  "  mod- 
ernism "  is  asserted  by  Lecky :  "  That  its  [Chris- 
tianity's] teachers  should  stamp  their  influence  on 
every  page  of  legislation  and  direct  the  whole 
course  of  civilization  for  a  thousand  years  (1-1000 
A.  d.),  and  yet  that  the  period  in  which  they  were 
so  supreme  should  have  been  one  of  the  most  con- 
temptible in  history." 

As  to  the  Bishop  of  London's  utterance  at  Wash- 
ington, one  remembers  that  the  Primate  of  Eng- 
land signs  virtually :  "  Cant," — actually  "  Cantuar," 
— and  that  Voltaire  says :  "  II  faut  laisser  dire  tous 
les  theologiens,  qui  n'ont  jamais  dit  que  des  sottises." 

Leslie  Chase. 

New  York,  October  5,  1907. 
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POLITICS  AND  PRICES. 
Influence  of  Governments  on  Financial  Values. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

As  the  Public  Ledger  has — in  the  somewhat 
heated  discussion  over  President  Roosevelt's  per- 
sonal responsibility  for  the  abnormal  declines  in 
investment  and  speculative  stocks — shown  its  usual 
possession  of  what  Bacon  calls  nuditas  animi,  or 
freedom  from  prejudice,  pray  permit  me  a  word 
on  the  tendency  of  the  modern  financial  writer  to 
attempt  the  impossible  and  separate  politics  from 
what  are  known  as  market  movements  or  prices. 

Whether  the  American  people  approve  or  not 
of  Mr.  Roosevelt  as  a  statesman  is  another  question. 
Apparently  they  do,  and  they  must  accept  the  con- 
sequences. The  United  States,  as  history  goes,  is 
as  yet  in  the  early  period  of  its  development,  and 
Goethe  says,  "  Youth  is  drunkenness  without  wine." 
But  the  excess  of  inebriety  is  displayed  by  self- 
constituted  money  oracles  who  quote — with  an  air 
of  frequent  familiarity,  and  not  what  is  more  prob- 
able, with  that  of  an  accidental  reference — such 
authorities  as  Bagehot,  Frederic  Bastiat,  etc.,  and 
yet  ignore  one  of  the  established  facts  in  political 
economy,  viz.,  the  interference  of  rulers  with  the 
financial  machinery  of  the  State. 
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Here  is  contributive  evidence.  At  the  time  Mr. 
Chamberlain  was  advocating  a  tax  on  food  on  the 
ground  "  that  raising  the  price  will  make  food 
cheaper,"  it  was  asserted  in  the  London  Morning 
Post  that  American  commercial  superiority  over 
England  was  proved  by  the  price  of  American  Gov- 
ernment bonds,  at  an  average  of  114,  as  against 
87  for  English  consols.  The  Adorning  Post,  true 
prototype  of  certain  newspapers  in  the  United 
States,  refused,  on  being  informed,  to  correct  a 
wrong  impression,  to  the  effect  that  American  Gov- 
ernment bonds  had  a  forced  price  because  of  their 
value  as  a  basis  for  currency  issues. 

Take,  also,  English  consuls.  The  Chancery 
Courts  and  other  Government  means  of  pres- 
sure compel  investments  in  them  of  certain  funds. 
And  Lord  Goschen,  instead  of  his  present  reputa- 
tion as  a  great  financier,  will  probably  be  severely 
condemned  by  history  for  reducing  the  rate  of  in- 
terest on  consols,  and  thus  diverting  immense  sums 
to  foreign  bottomless  wells  like  Argentina.  In 
other  words,  he  held  a  knife  to  the  throat  of  the 
investor.  French  rentes  have,  admittedly,  an  arti- 
ficial price,  because  partly  of  a  sentiment  of  pinch- 
beck patriotism  and  partly  because  they  are  free 
from  tax. 

It  is  the  testimony  of  time  that  one  cannot  divorce 
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the  personal  characteristics  of  statesmen  from  the 
fate  of  a  nation.  England  owes  Canada  to  the  bitter 
taunt  of  Frederick  II.  that  France  was  under  the 
heel  of  a  woman  such  as  Mme.  de  Pompadour,  for 
the  Seven  Years'  War  was  the  result.  We  all  are 
told  that  the  course  of  history  would  have  been 
different  had  Cleopatra's  nose  been  longer. 

It  is  not  infringing  on  politics  to  assert  that  no 
other  people  in  the  world  would  have  allowed  its 
responsible  head  such  freedom  of  volubility  on 
weighty  subjects  as  the  United  States  has  accorded 
Mr.  Roosevelt.  Even  Cipriano  Castro  has  never 
denounced  his  own  countrymen.  But  the  financial 
solons,  who  mock  at  history,  political  economy  and 
experience,  may  be  classed  with  Moreton  Frewen, 
who,  in  1900,  kindly  described  Americans  as  a 
"  community  most  ignorant  where  questions  of  cur- 
rency are  concerned." 

Leslie  Chase. 

New  York  City,  October  5,  1907. 


AMERICAN  THREE  R'S. 

Stock  Exchange  View  of  Roosevelt  and  Others  in 
the  Public  Eye. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

The  astounding  news  in  to-day's  Public  Ledger 
that  King  Edward  has  been  "  caught  in  Wall 
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Street "  foreshadows  important  consequences  for 
our  country.  Cynics  will  probably  assert  that  the 
Emperor  William,  finding  his  uncle  "  long  of 
stocks,"  persuaded  President  Roosevelt  to  "  break 
the  market  " !  And  now  Mr.  Roosevelt  will  remain 
at  home  and  "  run  again."  It  was  certain  Mr. 
Roosevelt  was  to  sail  for  Europe  in  March,  1909,  and 
it  was  said  that  then  his  fame  would  be  going  round 
the  world,  for  it  had  already  left  the  United  States. 
But  with  "  King  Edward's  losses,"  the  name  Roose- 
velt would  now  be  even  less  popular  in  London  than 
when  his  son-in-law  was  laughed  out  of  the  place 
by  Punch.  In  France  La  Libre  Parole  would  renew 
its  charge  of  last  December,  that  "  Mr.  Roosevelt 
was  chicken-hearted  in  cowering  before  Japan."  Of 
course,  in  Italy  "  carrying  a  pistol  in  one's  pocket  " 
is  punishable  with  fine  and  imprisonment;  in  Ger- 
many, if  he  pleaded  his  popularity  with  his  country- 
men, Germans  would  repeat  Schopenhauer's  dic- 
tum;  To  be  popular  is  to  be  vulgar. 

And  in  this  country  Thomas  F.  Ryan  is  still  kind 
to  ex-Presidents  and  Presidents.  The  "  protected 
friend  "  Morton  is  president  of  Ryan's  Equitable ; 
the  "  Panama "  favorite  Shonts  is  president  of 
Ryan's  Interborough ;  the  brother-in-law,  Douglas 
Robinson,  is  receiver  of  Ryan's  bankrupt  companies. 

America's  three  "  R's  "  are  now,  Root,  Ryan  and 
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Roosevelt.  But  in  the  whole  range  of  political  turpi- 
tude nothing  approaches  the  Roosevelt-Parsons 
"  fusion  "  with  Hearst  in  New  York  city.  One  can 
only  think  of  the  Biblical  phrase,  "  The  dog  has  re- 
turned to  its  vomit."  Will  Hearst  compel  Roose- 
velt to  send  Root  to  apologize  for  what  Root  said  of 
Hearst  last  autumn? 

And  Shakespeare's  "  scurvy  politician " !  Pro- 
fessor Brander  Matthews  is  right:  In  some  things, 
Shakespeare  was  indeed  "  very  ignorant." 

Every  day  the  question  becomes  more  signifi- 
cant :  "  Are  we  a  nation  of  philosophers  or  of 
sheep  ?  "  Stock  Exchange. 

New  York  City,  October  8,  1907. 


Governor  Hughes  Criticised. 

To  the  Editor  of  Public  Ledger: 

Permit  one  who  has  no  faith  in  New  York  city 
newspapers  to  ask  the  following  of  the  Public 
Ledger — the  nearest  approach  to  his  ideal  of  jour- 
nalistic consistency:  Why  did  Mr.  Hughes,  who 
was  certainly  elected  by  Democratic  votes  as  a  pro- 
test against  Hearst,  go  to  a  "  Republican  dinner," 
praise  Republican  methods  in  general,  and,  when  it 
came  to  an  obligating  criticism  of  a  Republican 
fusion  with  one  the  Republicans,  through  Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Roosevelt's  Secretary  of  State,  denounced  last 
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year  as  Mr.  McKinley's  assassin,  why  did  he  sud- 
denly become  mute  because  he  was  "Governor"? 
One  must  go  to  fable  to  find  a  similar  case  of  such 
deplorable  impotency:  A  lion,  who  had  been  ill, 
asked  a  sheep  if  his  breath  was  bad.  The  sheep 
said  yes,  and  the  lion  bit  off  her  head  for  a  fool.  A 
wolf  asked  the  same  question,  replied  no.  Him  the 
lion  killed  for  being  a  liar.  A  fox,  in  answer  to  the 
question,  said  he  had  a  cold  in  his  head  and  could 
not  smell.  Leslie  Chase. 

New  York  City,  October  19,  1907. 


Miss  Farrar's  Remarks. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — The  "  leader  "  in  to-day's  Evening  Post  in 
regard  to  Miss  Geraldine  Farrar  is  another  illustra- 
tion of  the  proverb :  Save  me  from  my  friends.  If 
Miss  Farrar  is  brave  enough  to  give  utterance  to 
her  opinions  as  to  the  actual  situation  of  politics  and 
art  in  the  United  States,  she  certainly  carries  out 
the  idea  that  the  most  patriotic  of  her  children  is  the 
one  who  tells  his  country  the  truth. 

The  writer  of  this  "  holds  no  brief  "  for  Miss  Far- 
rar, but  as  he  had  the  honor  of  being  present  at  her 
tentative  debut  in  Paris,  in  1901,  he  feels  justified 
in  resenting  the  word  "  unpatriotic  "  on  the  part  of 
a  newspaper  that  has  assumed  a  disinterested  atti- 
135 


MR.  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT 


tude  during  a  period  when  the  State  has  virtually — ■ 
under  its  present  head — "  shrunk  into  a  police 
office."  Leslie  Chase. 

New  York,  November  5. 


A  Morningside  Critic. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Sun: 

Sir, — Professor  Brander  Matthews  in  his  efforts 
to  "  Americanize  "  all  literature  recalls  at  times  the 
lines : 

"  Spirits  are  not  finely  touch'd, 
But  to  fine  issues." 

For  it  can  be  asserted  without  fear  of  dogma- 
tizing that  writers  like  Mark  Twain,  who  try  to 
idealize  commonplaces,  can  have  only  a  passing 
fame.  As  Joubert,  an  admitted  authority,  says: 
"  Good  taste  in  literature  is  a  faculty  of  slow 
growth." 

And  as  Professor  Matthews  compares  Mark 
Twain's  work  with  "  Gil  Bias,"  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  latter,  one  naturally  asks,  Has  Professor 
Matthews  read  "  Gil  Bias  "  ?  If  so,  he  must  surely 
remember  the  Archbishop's  advice  to  his  overzeal- 
ous  valet :  "  Adieu,  Monsieur  Gil  Bias,  je  vous 
souhaite  toutes  sortes  de  prosperites,  avec  un  peu 
plus  de  gout."  A  Phagocyte. 

New  York,  November  23. 
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A  Prophecy  of  Rabelais  Fulfilled. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Sun: 

Sir,— In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  "  Little  Father  " 

has  had  such  an  effect  on  prosperity,  that  a  "  Merry 

Christmas  "  will  be  as  much  out  of  place  as  was 

an  intelligent  "  Thanksgiving,"  it  would  have  been 

logical  for  him  to  put  into  his  message  this  sentence 

from  the  "  Almanach  de  Rabelais  " :  "  Et  regnera 

quasi    universellement    une   maladie  epidermiale, 

qu'on  appelle  faulte  d'argent."       A  Phagocyte. 
New  York,  December  5. 

Borrowed  from  a  Leader  in  "The  Sun"  of 
December  6,  1907. 

From  the  Sun  of  Dec.  6,  1907. 

Of  Mr.  Roosevelt's  proficiency  in  the  arts  of  the 

politician,  in  the  worst  significance  of  that  word, 
he  has  left  us  no  room  for  doubt.  A  more  con- 
scienceless or  more  reckless  demagogue  never  af- 
flicted this  country.  By  slow  and  insidious  degrees 
he  has  upset  the  public  confidence,  arrayed  class 
against  class,  and  fomented  mistrust  and  hatred. 
His  message  has  been  received  with  indifference 
and  contempt,  and  dismissed  as  the  lucubrations  of 
a  mind  unhinged. 

A  Saying  of  Sancho  Panza. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Sun: 

Sir,— -President  Roosevelt  evidently  forgot  his 
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Don  Quixote  when  he  wiped  out  "  In  God  We 
Trust,"  for  although  ex-Chief  Devery's  dictum, 
"  There  hasn't  been  an  honest  man  in  300  years," 
condenses  all  our  President's  diatribes  in  six  years, 
yet  Sancho  Panza  was  surely  Mr.  Roosevelt's 
precursor  when  he  said :  "  It  is  better  to  trust  God 
than  each  other."  Leslie  Chase. 

New  York,  December  28. 


Decorated  Americans. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  World: 

Why  are  Americans  accepting  foreign  decora- 
tions? Is  not  civis  Americanus  sum  sufficient  for 
any  citizen  living  under  the  rule  of  a  "  rocking- 
horse  knight  ?  " 

A  Wall  Street  capitalist  has  the  button  of  a  Com- 
mander of  the  Legion  of  Honor  plainly  because  he 
belongs  to  the  class  described  by  Izaak  Walton  as 
"  men  condemned  to  be  rich."  Of  course  every  one 
in  England  knows  that  a  well-advertised  Scotch- 
American  has  not  received  the  "  Thistle  " — "  for 
fear  he  would  eat  it." 

Frederick  the  Great  said  that  titles  are  the  marks 
of  idiots;  that  truly  great  men  are  best  known  by 
their  names. 
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There  were  no  decorations  in  ancient  Rome.  On 
the  contrary,  for  Tacitus  says  of  Tiberius :  "  In 
dedecora  prorupit."  Leslie  Chase. 

New  York,  January  I. 


Le  Roy  Beaulieu's  Testimony. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Evening  Post: 

Sir, — Your  paper  has  so  persistently  minimized 
President  Roosevelt's  part  in  our  recent  panic — 
euphemistically  called  a  return  to  normal  conditions 
— that  it  is  instructive  to  read  Le  Roy  Beaulieu's 
testimony  in  a  recent  issue:  "  When  an  ignorant 
and  impressionable  public  reads  that  the  highest 
public  authorities  of  the  country  are  applying  in 
their  speeches  to  the  chiefs  of  industrial  and  fi- 
nancial companies  the  appellation  of  robbers,  the 
public  not  only  experiences  distrust,  which,  by  it- 
self, might  be  salutary,  but  is  brought  into  danger 
of  general  panic." 

Are  the  explanations  of  Le  Roy  Beaulieu  to  be 

accepted  as  forerunners  of  finality?    Are  there  to 

be  no  more  "  bull  "  movements  in  the  United  States  ? 

What  a  pity !   For  Shakespeare  truly  describes  one : 

"True  hope  is  swift,  and  flies  with  swallows'  wings, 
Kings  it  makes  gods,  and  meaner  creatures,  kings. 

Leslie  Chase. 

New  York,  December  23. 
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Refused  by  the  Herald. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

In  view  of  Governor  Pennypacker's  recent  public 
eulogy  of  Matthew  Stanley  Quay,  Pennsylvania 
should  take  as  its  State  motto :  Sine  Quay  Non. 
And  now  that — to  use  Madame  de  Sevigne's  words 
— "cette  trompette  de  jugement"  has  orated,  the 
world  can  appreciate  the  force  of  what  Mrs.  Eddy, 
in  her  "Shakespeare  Improved,"  justly  says: 

Men's  evil  manners  we  write  in  water, 
Their  virtues  live  in  brass,45 

or,  as  Horace  wrote,  ses  triplex  45a — triple  brass. 

As  the  Quay  school  of  thought  scorns  conceal- 
ment, it  is  more  than  probable  that  if  the  funeral  of 
Mr.  Ananias  were  to  take  place  to-day,  Pennsylvania 
would  cover  the  poor  man's  hearse  with  showers  of 
dandelions. 

Carlyle  described  Frederick  the  Great  and  Vol- 
taire as  "duplex  stella."  Pennsylvania  gave  Mr. 
Roosevelt  a  majority  of  over  500,000  in  1904.  And 
in  the  history  of  Pennsylvania  the  names  of  Quay  46 

45  Henry  VIII.,  Act  III,  Sc.  2. 
45a  Odes,  I,  HI,  9. 

48  It  is  interesting  to  recall  what  the  London  Times  said  some 
years  ago:  The  friends  of  honest  government  throughout  the 
world  will  mourn  the  success  of  Mr.  Quay  in  the  Pennsylvania 
election. 
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and  Roosevelt  will  be  indissolubly  linked.  And 
Pennsylvania  is  true  to  Evolution.  For,  speaking 
of  1799,  Theodore  Roosevelt — Life  of  Gouverneur 
Morris,  page  281 — says  :  Pennsylvanian  politics  were 
already  very  low.  Leslie  Chase. 

New  York  City,  March  30th. 


Confidential. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

I  have  your  letter  of  the  31st  March,  in  which, 
speaking  of  my  comments  on  Governor  Pennypack- 
er's  eulogy  of  Quay,  you  say  :  The  Herald  is  always 
glad  to  print  letters,  but  we  do  not  think  it  is  proper 
to  print  letters  attacking  dead  men. 

The  Herald  evidently  thinks  that  the  living  have 
no  rights  a  dead  man  is  bound  to  respect. 

The  Herald  also,  misled  by  a  bad  example,  has 
assumed  the  role  of  a  "respecter  of  persons,"  47  but 
does  not  state  if  it  is  regard  for  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Ananias  or  of  Mr.  Quay  that  prevents  publication. 

Your  refusal  to  print  my  letter  of  March  30th 
proves  that  it  is  useless  for  me  any  longer  to  try  to 
avail  of  the  Herald's  publicity  in  my  efforts  to  fol- 
low a  course  which  you  yourself  have  characterized 
as  one  of  "sincerity  and  high  purpose/'    For  the 

47  Acts,  X,  34. 
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columns  of  your  Paris  edition,  for  seven  years  back, 
will  show  that  I  have  unflaggingly  pursued  Mr. 
Roosevelt  for  reasons  since  acknowledged  as  just 
and  necessary  by  the  great  "dailies"  of  New  York 
City,  the  Tribune  alone  excepted.48  I  have  spent  no 
inconsiderable  part  of  a  very  modest  fortune  in  the 
attempt  to  give  a  sustained  effect  to  my  attacks  by 
publishing  them  in  book  form,  with  the  result  that 
the  MSS.  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  New  York 
City  police;  and  my  book,  menaced  with  seizure  in 
Germany,  is  now  boycotted  by  London  and  New 
York  booksellers.  I  have  been  threatened  with  per- 
sonal violence  in  your  paper,  and  the  New  York  Sun 
has  honored  me  with  its  abuse.  It  savors  of  political 
and  intellectual  cowardice  that  all  this  should  have 
been  left  to  an  individual  to  do,  and  that  it  should 
not  have  been  undertaken  by  the  American  press, 
whose  welfare  is  bound  up  with  the  true  interests  of 
the  American  people.  Perhaps  all  I  have  accom- 
plished is  the  knowledge  that  it  is  not  the  fellow  that 
dirties  the  nest  that  is  vilified,  but  the  man  who 
tries  to  clean  it  out.  Although,  with  a  tenacity  born 
of  conviction,  I  was  one  of  the  earliest  to  point  out 
Mr.  Roosevelt  as  the  incarnation  of  hypocrisy,  yet 

48  Mr.  Whitelaw  Reid  has  since  been  appointed  Ambassador 
to  Great  Britain.  "O  slave  of  no  more  trust  than  love  that's 
hired!" — Antony  and  Cleopatra,  Act  V,  Sc.  2. 
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now  I  feel  certain  history  will  decide  that  in  his 
political  career  Mr.  Roosevelt  has  followed  the  same 
lines  that,  according  to  Tacitus,  marked  the  personal 
conduct  of  Tiberius :  Egregium  vita  f  amaque,  quoad 
privatus  fuit:  postremo  in  dedecora  prorupit,  post- 
quam,  remoto  pudore  et  metu,  suo  tantum  ingenio 
utebatur.49  Leslie  Chase. 

New  York,  April  2,  1905. 

49  Annales  VI,  51. 
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